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TRANSACTIONS. 



Sandusky, 0., Tuesday, June 2d, 1857. 

The Ohio State Medical Society convened in Norman Hall, at ten 
o'clock this morning. The President, Dr. Peter Allen, took the 
ohair, and called the Society to order. He was supported by Vice 
Presidents Drs. John Davis, J, G. Rogers, and Chas. Cochran. Hev. 
W. S* Kennedy, who was present, was invited to open the meeting 
hy prayer. 

The Secretaries being absent, Dr. Henry J. Dunahoo was appointed 
Secretary pro tenft. The report of the Executive Committee was 
then called for, which was presented by Dr. Tilden, the Chairman. 

The Executive Committee beg leave to report : 

1. That they have secured for the Society the use of the Hall in 
which we are convened, free of charge, with the exception of gas and 
hire of janitor. 

2. It is recommended that the Society convene at 8 1-2 A. M., 
and continue in session until 12 o'clock M. ; and from 2 1-2 o'clock 
to 6 P. M., of each day, except Thursday afternoon, when the Society 
is invited by the Erie Co. Medical Society to take an excursion to 
some of the adjacent islands, on board the steamer Bay City. 

3. It is further recommended that the Society accept the invitation 
of the Erie Co. Medical Society, to attend the lecture of Dr. L I. 
Hayes, to be delivered Tuesday evening ; and that Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings be devoted to social reunions, in compliance with 
the invitations of several of the citizens of Sandusky. 

5. That the order of business adopted at the meeting of the Soci- 
ety at Dayton be made the order of business for the present meeting. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Dr. Tilden then proceeded to welcome the members of the Society 
to our city, on behalf of the Committee. He said : 

Mr. President, Members of the State Medical Society, and 

Gentlemen of the Profession of Medicine: By the courtesy of my 

^ brethren of the Erie County Medical Society, I have been designated 

to tender to you in their behalf a cordial greeting to our midst ; 

and through them, on the part of the citizens of Sandusky, to extend 



the most liberal hospitalities our homes aflford. I trust we may be 
able to furnish assurances of wholesome sincerity, and a just appre- 
ciation of the honor conferred in selecting our city as the seat of one 
of our annual deliberations. In the discharge of the pleasing duty 
assigned me, I deem myself sanctioned in reverting to scenes which 
gathering years have robbed of their realities.- Forgetfulness throws 
its sable pall over the dimly written records of even yesterday, and 
leaves but a feeble trace of that which filled the measure of our obli- 
gations, yet, anon, a ^^trifle light as air," a long forgotten sound, or 
once familiar voice renews existence and gives birth to a flood of 
recollections* The doors of the mighty past swing back upon their 
hinges; we stand within its consecrated halls, and behold in just 
perspective a panoramic view of days byg<me. This digression is 
suggested by reason of some of the countenances I see before me 
to-day, bringing forcibly to my mind a drama long since enacted. 

I trust the strict province of the duty so generously conferred is not 
violated, by unfolding the curtain of the past, and reverting to the 
saddened days of '49. I do not desire to open wounds which time 
has partially healed, but cannot withhold the utterance of the emotions 
your attendance at this convention produces. That desolating visi- 
tation which hovered round our homes and aflixed its fatal seal upon 
our hearth-stones is gone, but the fond memory of those who re- 
sponded to its fearful biddings is with us still, and with that memory 
dwells the grateful remembrance of those of your number who came 
faithfully to the mark, and on the score of common brotherhood 
made our calamity your own. The spot upon which those valuable 
services were rendered, is an appropriate place to tender an ac- 
knowledgment, and this occasion seems fit to its fulfillment I do 
not speak alone. I but utter the common sentiment of a community 
deeply impressed with sentiments of lasting gratitude. A thousand 
happy hearts and cheerful faces greet you to-day, and the sincere 
benedictions of as many grateful hearts will accompany you forever. 
I would not wantonly transgress upon premises which have been re- 
fered to by other and more able pens, or encroach upon the time 
allotted me. I solicit your kind indulgence, therefore, but for a 
moment, to express the feelings of pride and satisfaction which this 
occasion furnishes. Not quite half a century since, I commenced 
the practice of our profession in this country and in an humble ca> 
paoity have to this day c<Hitinued to discbarge in good fiuth the 
obligations it imposes. I am thankful for haviag been thus long 
permitted to labor for the alleviation of suffering, and only hope thai 



I may be spared to do fiulihful serTioe for many yearn to oome.— » 
It is impossible to present a distinct idea of the obstacles in the 
pathway of the physician of early times, and an attempt on my part 
would perhaps prove fruitless. 

Almost impenetrable forests and undrained marshes, meagre sup- 
plies of the necessaries of life and none of its comforts, together 
with the wearing effect of constant intercourse with the mdadies 
incident to the settlement of a new country. The people, not at 
all times capable of discriminating between the legitimate man of 
science and the boasting pretender, were subjected to the impositions 
of this precious class of individuals. The reputation of the true 
physician suffered much from this unhappy intermixture, and demanded 
a remedy. Exertions were speedily made in their behalf. The very 
many beneficial effects which had always resulted to society and to 
the profession, from concentrated effort in the form of organization in 
our sister States, had long been apparent. Application was there- 
upon made to our Legislative Department, which accordingly, on the 
8th of February, 1812, passed an act to '^Incorporate a Medical 
Society and to regulate the practice of Physic and Surgery" in this 
State. Ohio, then in its infancy, contained but seven Medical Dis- 
tricts, which, in pursuance to this act, were fully represented at a 
convention of Physicians held in the town of Chillicothe, on the 
first Monday of November of the same year. Many important 
measures were brought before that learned body, which form an 
interesting and instructive page in the medical literature of our State, 
yet I do not deem it properly within the limits of my duty to 
enter into this discussion. Our General Assembly were anxious to 
have it appear upon record, that marked benefits had resulted to 
society by reason of this organization, as appears by the following 
complimentary preamble to an act passed Feb. 26, 1824, (whereas, 
well-regulated societies have been found to promote the health and 
happiness of mankind,) &c. An interim of 12 years between the 
passage of the enactments referred to, seems to have furnished 
adequate authority to justify the declaration, that medical organizations 
had been found to promote the advancement of a correct knowl- 
edge of the healing art 

By the active exertions of those who have been found faithful in 
promoting the good of our profession, we find ourselves assembled 
to-day, on the threshhold of the twelfth of our annual deliberations 
under our new charter. The goodly number I see before me warrants 
the oondusion that there is no Altering on the part of the Phy- 
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•miaoi of Ohio in the laudable undertaking in iriddi Aey have 
embarked. On the contrary, I am prond to say, the spirit wliich 
seems to pervade this assembly betrays an increasing interest in the 
dignified objects which pertain to its organization, and Youchsafes 
to us ere long the consammation of our wishes. A ri^d adherence 
to our constttution, and particularly to those rules in relation to 
the admittance of members, will soon strike dismay among the vast 
army of imposters and empirics who have so long infested society. 
A membership in this society, or some of its branches, will con- 
stitute a passport to the confidence of a discerning public, and mark 
the man as being possessed of those substantial qualifications be- 
longing to the legitimate practitioner of medicine. This seems to 
me to be the only conceivable plan by which the chaff can be sifted 
from the wheat, and the pure coin separated from the spurious; — 
and were I this day called upon to adjust my final account, I could 
not bequeath a legacy to my profession which would more gladden 
my heart, than power to perpetuate this institution. To the younger 
members constituting the delegated body of this convention, I beg 
the privilege of saying — ^let it be your aim to preserve its existence 
inviolate; regard its well-being as a point indispensable to profes- 
sional success, and as the most speedy and effectual method of ren- 
ovation. You discover among our number a few whose heads are 
whitened by the snows of seventy winters — the representatives of 
an almost forgotten generation. Daily combat with the King of 
Terrors has left its trace; yet, there is no faltering, — ^no hesitation 
when distress knocks at the door, even at midnight. They whose 
pilgrimage on earth, like the despised Nazarene, has been to go 
about doing good, are with us in council; and the hand which thus 
long has been outstretched but to relieve, still strikes with vigor 
for the advancement of our profession and the good of mankind. 

Dr. Kincaid moved that the report be received and adopted, and 
that the report with the address be referred to the publishing com- 
mittee. Motion carried. 

Dr. Cochran moved that a recess of twenty minutes be taken, in 
order to give members an opportunity to register their names. — 
Motion carried. 

Dr. Robert Thompson indulged in a few appropriate remarks in 
response to the address of Dr. Tilden, and introduced to the soci- 
ety. Dr. J. C. Blackburn, of Kentucky, as a delegate from the Med- 
ical Association of that State; and moved that he be admitted to 
participate in the proceedings. The motion was carried. The President 



welcomed the idegu^ in the Allowing terms : ^<We are happy to 
reoeive you as a delate of the Kentucky Medical Society. Our 
object is to cultivate good feelings among the members of the pro- 
fession, and we shall be happy to have you participate in discussing 
tl^e subjects which shall come before us." 

The committee on admissions was then called for. Dr. L A. 
Coons was the only member in attendance. The President ap- 
pointed the following gentlemen to fill the vacancies: 

Drs. A. H. Agard, John Dawson, T. J. MuUm, A. Metz. 

Dr. McMeens offered the following resolution : 

Besolved, That a committee of five be appointed to nominate ofii- 
oers for the current year, to report as early this afternoon as may be 
convenient Adopted. 

The President appointed the following gentlemen committee on 
nominations: 

Drs. R. R. McMeens, W. P. Kincaid, R Gundry, J. G. F. Holston, 
J. N. Gard. 

Dr. Kincaid moved that the reading of the minutes of the last 
meeting be dispensed with. After some discussion the motion pre- 
vailed. 

The President said, if there is any gentleman present who was a 
delegate to the National Association, we can hear his report now. 

Dr. Kinc^d su^ested that if there was any such report, the Com- 
mittee on Nominations might desire to hear it. The President with- 
drew his suggestion. 

Dr. C. F. Thomas moved that the standing committees be called 
in their order. 

Dr. Dawson remarked that the "Transactions" furnished for pub- 
lication last year omitted the standing committees, but that they had 
been publishel in the medical journals of the State. 

The Committee on Admissions then reported the following gentle- 
men for membership, all of whom were elected. 

Dr. John C. Preston, - - Brunswick, Medma Co., Ohio. 

*• Thomas M. Faggert, - - Dalton, Wajne Co., " 

" 0. Eaton, ... - Qyde, Sandusky Co., " 

«« Leman Galpin, .... Milan, Erie Co., "" 

« H. T. B. Cushing, - - Cleveland, Cuyahoga Co. " 

" Gustau G E. Weber, " u « « 

•* Proctor Thayer, - - . « u a u 

« GH. Swain, .... Toledo, « 
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" 8. A. McGoweD, - - • Columbu9Grove,Putnam,*' 



cc 



« J. K. Wood, . . - . Lima, Allen Co., 

« G. M. Boyd, .... Xenia, " 

" E. L. Plympton, - - - Madison, Lake Co., " 

« H. D.Mann, - - - - Sandusky, Erie Co. " 

Dr. Goons moved that the Society appoint a Treasurer pro tern; 
whereupon a discussion arose as to which officer, the Secretary or 
Treasurer, should receiye the fee for membership. The second arti- 
cle of the Constitution provides that the fees for membership shall be 
paid to the Secretary. 

The chairman of the Committee on Nominations then reported the 
following names : 

President — Daniel Tilden. 

Vice Presidents — H. S. Ccnklin, John Dawson, J. N. Burr, M. B. 
Wright. 

Secretaries — ^Henry J. Dunahoo, W. W. Dawson. 

Treasurer — Charles Cochran. 

Librarian — G. W. Maris. 

Drs. Wright and Dawson declined to serve— the report was there* 
fore referred back to the committee, with instructions to fill the va* 
oancies. 

Dr. Isaac I. Hayes, Surgeon to the late Dr. Kane's Arctic E2q>edi- 
tion, was then introduced by Dr. Einoaid, and admitted, on motion, 
as an honorary m^nber of the Society. The President welcomed 
him in an appropriate manner. 

Dr. Baker moved that Dr. Blackburn, of Kentucky, be elected an 
honorary member of this Society. Carried. 

The Committee on Admissions then reported the name of Dr. 
Julian Harmen, of Warren, who was elected. 

The Committee on Nominations again reported, as follows : 

President — Daniel Tilden. 

Vice Presidents— J. A. McFarland, J. N, Burr, J. G. F. Holston, 
H. S. ConUin. 

Secretaries — ^Henry J. Dunahoo, W. W. Dawson. 

Treasurer — Charles Cochran. 

Librarian — G. W. Maris. 

The report was accepted and committee discharged. 

Dr. Hurxthal moved that the rules be suspended requiring the 
election by ballot 

Dr. Coons moved that the Society adjourn. The motion was lost 
The motion to suspend the rules in regard to elections was then re-^ 
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newed. Dr. Coons agdn mov^d that tlie Society adjourn. The n^ 
tion preyailed. 



Attibvook Sbssiov. 

TusatiAT, June 2d"**2 1^ o'dook P. M. 
The Society was called to order by Dr. Davis, one of the Vice 
Presidents. The minutes of the morning session were read and i^ 
proved. 

Dr. Hayes then arose and tendered his acknowledgements to the 
Society, for its consideration in electing him an honorary member. 
He said : 

He could not regard this as a testimonial awarded solely upcm the 
claims of individual merit, but as a token of that generous sympathy 
and that spontaneous admiration which his fellow citizens of every 
class have manifested towards the great enterprise in whose trials and 
struggles he bad borne an bumble part, — an enterprize which was not 
only made glorious by the exalted philanthropy of its object and the 
grandeur of its results, but which was linked, in the aJflfections of his 
countrymen, with the honored name of his late commander. The 
hopes and doubts of the civilized world had struggled for the ascen- 
dancy, when the departed Kane proclaimed his belief, in tones of 
manly confidence, that Franklin was yet alive. Those hopes and 
fears followed the little fleet under his command, when it departed on 
its voyage of unknown perils and uncertain fihte. They gave j^ce 
to welcomes when the weary adventurers returned. This life is indeed 
a life of contrast, and to me this warm response is enough to melt all 
the frozen spots, if any are yet left, within me. Through the darkness 
of winter and the sunlight of summer, through the shadowy days of 
suffering and the bright days of congenial duty — it was our hope that 
our labors would meet the approbation of our country. This hope 
has been more than realized. For this fresh evidence of generous 
appreciation I am incompetent to the task of due acknowledgement. 
If I had tb& whole English language at my tongue's end, I should be 
unable to express my thanks to this Association, for so unexpected a 
consideration. (Applause.) 

Dr. Blackburn, of Kentucky, also thanked the Society for electing 
him as an honorary member. He came as a delegate from the State 
Medical Society of Kentucky, and was received warmly as a repre- 
sentative from that body, as he had eipected« He had no right to 
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daini the distinctioii of being elected an faoaozary member. The 
honor had been kindly conferred, and was received with feelings of 
the most sensitive gratitude on his part. (Applause.) 

The Committee on Admissions reported Drs. Austin, of Sandusky, 
Hitchcock, of Port Clinton, and Trimbley, of Florence, and moved 
that they be admitted as members of the Society. Carried. 

The election of permanent officers being now in order, Drs. Baker 
and Eincaid were appointed as tellers. The list of officers reported 
by the Committee on Nonunations was unanimously adopted. The 
President appointed Dr. Smith and Dr. Wright to conduct the Presi- 
dent elect to the chair; on taking which he thanked the Society in the 
following words: 

Gentlemen — I sincerely thank you for this expression of your char- 
acteristic kindness and confidence. I can but distrust my qualifica- 
tions for the position you have assigned me, and shall enter upon the 
discharge of its obligations with many misgivings. My life having 
thus far been almost exclusively devoted to clinical practice, the rules 
for the guidance of deliberative assemblies have escaped tibat careful 
attention on my part which they should receive, in order to fit one for 
the proper dischai^e of the duties which devolve upon the President 
of this Society. However, I accept the position you have conferred, 
and hope to meet approval. 

Dr. Smith moved that we now listen to the valedictory address of 
our retiring President. 

Dr. Thompson moved that its delivery be deferred until to-morrow, 
and that the citizens of Sandusky be invited to be present at its 
delivery. 

Dr. Baker oflfered the following : Resolved, That the ladies and 
gentlemen of Sandusky are hereby invited to attend the deliberations 
of this Society. 

Dr. Kincaid offered the following amendment: That the ladies be 
invited to attend our deliberations at such times, during the present 
session, as the faculty of Sandusky think advisable. Whereupon Dr. 
Baker withdrew his resolution. 

Dr. Smith then moved that the valedictory of the late President 
be made the order of the day for to-morrow at 2 1-2 o^clock. Car- 
ried. 

Dr. John 6. Kyle offered the following: Resolved, That members 
who have papers to read be directed to give the titles of the same to 
the Secretary at their earliest convenience. Resolution adopted. 

Two letters were read, received by the Executive Committee, from 
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Uie SuperiiitendaitB of Ae SHudoskj, Mansfitld & Newark, and tlie 
Mad Biyer 6b Lake Erie Rail Boads, statiiig that tiiey would carry 
die members of lius Society over tbeir Boads firee of charge, upon 
die certificate of the Secretary of die Society stating that they had 
paid foil fare one way. Dr. Baker stated that the Cincinnati, Hamit 
ton ds Dayton Bail Boad Company had published the ftot that they 
would carry the members home firee of chaise. Dr. Kinoaid oflbred 
the Mowing, which was unanimously adopted; Resdved, That the 
letters of these Companies be placed on file, and that the thanks of 
this Society be tendered to them for their liberal proposition. 

On motion, the Secretary read the Treasurer's Beport It was 
moved that the report be referred to the Finance Committee. Car> 
ried. 

Dr. Jones ofiered the following amendment to the Constitution: 
lliat the words "ballot and," in the sixth article of the Constitution, 
be stricken out. 

Dr. McMeens gave notice that he would read a paper entitled, 
"Topography, Hydrography, Geology, Heterology, Mortuary Sta- 
tistics, Endemics and Epidemic diseases of Sandusky." 

Dr. Kyle gave notice that he would read a paper entitled " A short 
history of the veratrum viride, and its use in the treatment of dis- 
ease, with cases." 

Dr. Mead gave notice tliat he would read a paper on '^ Moral In- 
sanity." 

The reports of the Standing Committees were then called for. 
The Secretary read the names of the different committees, and asked 
if they were ready to report. The Finance Committee was not yet 
ready to report. The Publishing Committee was not prepared to 
report. The Committee on Medical Ethics being called, it was found 
that none of the committee were present. The Committee on Medi- 
cal Societies, no report 

The Special Committees were then called. Dr. John Dawson, 
chairman of the Committee on Surgery, stated that he was ready to 
report. Dr. Eincaid moved that the Beport on Surgery be made the 
order of business for to-morrow morning at nine o'clock. Motion 
carried. The Committee on Obstetrics being called for, Dr. J. G, F, 
Holston, the chairman, stated that he was ready to report. Dr. Smith 
moved that the Report on Obstetrics be now read. Motion carried. 
Dr. Holston then proceeded to read his paper, which was continued 
until the hour fixed for adjournment, when Dr. Kincaid moved that 
die reading of the rest of the paper be dispensed with, and that it be 
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referred to tlie Oommittee on PuUioadoii. Motion prevaiied. 

The Report of the Committee on Fractures being called (ot, Dr. 
B. Thompson, chairman, requested permission to report at a subse- 
quent meeting, as he had not been able to prepare such a report as 
he wished to present Permission granted. 

On motion, the Society adjourned, to meet at 8 1-2 to-morrow 
momii^. 



Wkdnksday, June 3d, 1867 — 8 1-2 o'clock A. M. 

The Society was called to order by Dr. McFarland, one of the 
Vice Presidents. Minutes of yesterday afternoon were read and ap- 
proved. 

Dr. Firestone offered the following : Resolved, That a committee 
of three be appointed by the President of this Society, whose duty 
shall be to memorialize the Legislature, at its next session, to pass a 
law requiring all parents and guardians to protect the youth under 
their charge from the ravages of that loathsome disease, Small Pox» 
by vaccination, with proper penalties by fines for the neglect of this 
important duty on the part of said parents and guardians. 

Dr. Smith ofi^ed to amend by requiring School Directors to re- 
quire a certificate of vaccination from some physician^ before a child 
would be permitted to enter school. ^ 

Dr. Firestone objected to the amendment, on the ground that many 
children do not attend school. Dr. Baker agreed with Dr. Firestone, 
The question being on the adoption of the resolution, it was carried. 

Dr. AUen offered the following: Resolved, That this Society re- 
commend to all medical students to obtain a knowledge of the science 
of Botany. Carried. 

Dr. Baker then called the attention of the committee on admissions 
to resolutions passed by this Society, at Qncinnatti in '54, prohibiting 
the admission of Physicians as members of this Society, who do 
business for public institutions for less than the ordinary fees in the 
vicinity in which they live, and likewise those who fail to become 
members of local societies, where such societies exist. 

The President then filled the vacancies of the Finance Committee, 
by adding Drs. Smith and Scott The hour having arrived for the 
reading of the report on Surgery, Dr. Dawson proceeded to readmit 

Dr. Spelman moved that the report be referred to the Publishing 
Committee; pending which, the oommittee on admissions reported 



the names of the following gentlemen fi>r membership who were 
elected: 

Joseph C. McBeth, Gallon, O.; Thomas Stilwell, Fremont^ O.; A, 
W. Munson, Kenton, O.; W. H. Parks, Tiffin, 0.; W. G Daniels, 
Toledo, O.; S. T. Finch, Green Springs, 0. 

The report on Sui^ery was then taken up and discussed by Dr. 
Baker, M. B. Wright, Holston, Thompson, Gundry, Blackburn and 
Dawson. 

Dr. Smith offered the following: Resolved, That the Treasurer be 
instructed to settle the delinquent accounts for the year 1852, all 
members being credited with the assessment of that year. 

The Finance Committee then reported. (See. Appendix N.) 

The Committee on Admissions reported that the Toledo Medical 
Association had complied with the requirements of this Society, and 
moved that it be admitted as auxilliary No. — Motion carried. 

Dr. Kincaid moved that the Society meet at 2 instead of 2^ this 
afternoon. Carried. 

Dr. Thomas moved that the Obituary report of W. W. Dawson be 
referred to the Publishing Committee. Motion carried. (See Ap* 
pendix C.) 

Dr. Coons moved that the report of Dr. Thompson on Obituary be 
likewise referred to the publishing committee. Carried. (See Ap- 
pendix D.) 

Dr. Kincaid gave notice that the committee to whom had been 
referred the charges of Dr. Wright against Dr. Wood was ready 
to report 

On motion the society adjourned. 



Wednesday, June 3d, 1857 — 2 P. M. 

Dr. McFarland one of the Vice Presidents called the society to 
order.. The minutes were read and approved. Dr. Mullin offered 
the following: Resolved, That the Secretary is hereby directed to 
isssue his certificate of membership to insure the free Kail Koad re- 
turn to those members and only those who have paid all dues to the 
Treasurer. Resolution adopted. 

Dr. Coons moved that the report of the committee on Surgery be 
referred to the publishing committee. Carried. (See Appendix E.) 

Dr. Bea offered the following: Resolved, That a list of the members 
of the society be published with the transactions of the present session 
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and each delinquent name designated with a star {*) with the proper 
explanation : adopted. Dr. Peter Allen, our late President, then read 
the valedictory address. 

Dr. Kyle offered the following: Resolved, That the thanks of this 
Society be tendered to its late President, Peter Allen, M. D., for the 
able, dignified, and gentlemanly manner in which he has performed the 
duties of his office; and that the valedictory just read, be referred to the 
proper committee for publication, carried. (See Appendix A.) 

The Committee on Admissions, reported the following gentlemen 
for membership, who were elected: 

W. T. Dean, Milan; Joseph Caldwell, Huron; A. F. Watson 
Lc^ansville. 

Dr. Taggert offered the following: Resolved, That it be made 
the duty of the Publishing Committee, to publish the act of incorpo- 
ration, constitution and amendments, by-laws and standing rules 
yearly, with the transactions of the society. Carried. 

Dr. Kincaid asked if the society were ready to hear the report of 
the case of Drs. Wright and Wood. Dr. Holston moved to take up 
the papers connected with the case above referred to. Motion pre- 
vailed; whereupon. Dr. Kincaid, chairman of the committee, remarked; 
I hold in my hand a report that has been made by one of the 
members of that committee who was delegated as chairman. That 
investigation is here with all the papers connected therewith. It is a 
voluminous report, and I desire to present a substitute. Dr. Kincaid 
then read the following report: In the case of Dr. Wright against 
Dr. Wood, your committee, he being the only one present, would beg 
leave to report as follows: That having examined the testimbny, and 
all other papers connected therewith, (of which there are not a few,) 
he is fully satisfied that it does not come within the jurisdiction of this 
Society, and therefore would offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That whereas the offences of which Dr. Wood was 
charged by Dr. Wright, were several years anterior to his becoming 
a member of the Ohio State Medical Society, and that at that 
time he was guilty in part of the charges, and whereas no objections 
were urged to his admission ; and there appearing in the testimony no 
evidence of unprofessional conduct since he was received as a mem- 
ber; therefore your committee ask to be discharged without further 
report. Signed, W. P. Kincaid, chairman of the committee. 

Dr. Baker objected to the adoption of the report, and spoke at 
some length, giving his reasons for thus objecting. 

Drs. Wright and Smith too, objected to its adoption. 
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Dr. Einoaid spoke in fkvor of adopting the report. 

The question being taken on the adoption, was carried. 

Dr. Thomas moved for a reconsideration of the vote. Motion car- 
ried. Dr. Harper then spoke of the necessity of members acting 
upon this report understandingly. 

Dr. Gundrj offered the following resolutions as a substitute for the 
resolution of the committee. 

1st. Resolved, That the committee are hereby discharged from fur- 
ther duty. 

2d. Resolved, That it appears that Dr. Thomas Wood has been 
guilty of unprofessional conduct in being connected with the sale, 
manufacture and puffing of secret remedies. Such conduct having 
taken place some years before his connection with this Society. 

3d. Resolved, That while such conduct meets with the reprobation 
of the Society at any time, it has no power to punish a member for 
offences committed before he was a member thereof. 

The question being taken on the adoption of these resolutions as a 
substitute for the resolution offered by the committee. Motion 
prevailed. 

Dr. Smith moved that the report on Obstetrics be now taken up 
and discussed, particularly the medical properties of Ergot. Carried. 
Dr. Burr had frequently given Ergot, he had confidence in the remedy. 
Dr. Allen, too, had long used the remedy, he had full confidence in 
its powers. 

Dr. Firestone had used the Ergot oflen, and had no confidence in 
its powers. 

Dr. Smith had used the Ergotena with good results in the increase 
of the Parturient pains, and especially in arresting and preventing 
Hemorrhage. 

Dr. Kincaid had frequently used the Ergot, and had the most un- 
bounded confidence in it; he believed the child was as safe under its 
judicious use as without it 

Dr. Wright had employed the Ergot frequently, and believed it to 
be utterly worthlesa 

Dr. Blackburn had used the Ergot in his practice, and had always 
found its action prompt and decided. 

Dr. Conklin offered the following: Resolved, That a special com* 
mittee of three be appointed to report at the next meeting on the use 
of Ergot. Carried. 

The President appointed Drs. Conklin, Kincaid, McMeens. 

Dr. Thomas offered the following: Resolved, That Dr. Kyle's paper 
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<m Veratrum VMde be made die order of die day, ftr to>morrow 
momiag at 8 oVloek. Oarried. 
On motion, the Society adjourned to meet at 8 to morrow morning. 



Thursday, June 4th, 1857 — 8 A, M. 

The Society was called to order by Dr. Burr, one of the Vice Pres- 
idents. The minutes were read and approved. 

Dr. Kyle now read his paper on veratrum viride. Dr. Thompson 
moved the paper just read be accepted. Carried. 

Dr. Thompson said he had used the veratrum to some considerable 
extent during the past year, and so far has been pleased with the re- 
sults. He had used it combined with laudanum, recently, in a case 
of Trismus, with most happy effect. 

Dr. Rodgers said he had used this remedy for the last two years, 
and considered it valuable. He had never been disappointed in its 
effects upon the circulation — it always reduced the action of the heart 
and arteries. He had used it freely in many cases of Pneumonia, 
acute Bronchitis, and Pleurisy; and in many of these cases he had 
found in it a substitute for blood letting. He had used this remedy 
with peculiar advantage combuied with Spirits of Turpentine, in some 
of the forms of Typhoid Fever. In Inflammatory Rheumatism, afler 
the usual preliminary treatment, he thought it better than all other 
remedies; he had treated many cases of this disease during the last 
year, and secondarily relied on this article almost entirely. He used 
Norwood's Saturated Tincture. 

Dr. Scott said that in cases where excitement of the heart was ap- 
parent, he fully concurred in all that had been said ; but in the treat- 
ment of Inflammatory Rheumatism he would not depend on that 
alone. There is in that disease something besides excitement of the 
heart, and it requires something besides this remedy. 

Dr. Kincaid said the subject was to him one of great interest. The 
veratrum was being extensively used by the profession. He had used 
the remedy considerably in his practice. During the past four 
months they have had a good deal of Pneumonia in his vicinity, and 
he had treated perhaps fifty cases, using veratrum viride. This epi- 
demic had given him an opportunity to witness the good effects of the 
remedy. He doubted the propriety of its use in advanced stages of 
liyphoid Fever, although in the fu*st stages he had no doubt but its 
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influence would be salutary. He had used it in oases of this disease, 
and its effects in reducing the pulse was astonishing, — ^under its influ- 
ence he had seen the pulse reduced in 12 hours from over 140 to 60. 
As a sedative in Inflammatory Rheumatism, he had never experienced 
more benefit from any article than this. Dr. McMeens gave the his- 
tory of two cases of Pneimionia that had recently been under his 
treatment : — ^in the first case the pulse was morbidly slow — this symp- 
tom deterred him from giving the veratrum ; in the second case the 
grade of action was high — ^here he gave the veratrum, but was dis- 
appointed in its effects in reducing the frequency, but it evidently 
diminished the tone of the pulse, and finally acted on the bowels. 

Dr. Smith said he had used the remedy to some extent, and inva- 
riably found it to reduce the tone and frequency of the heart's action, 
yet he thought it could not be used as a substitute for blood-letting in 
may cases of Pneumonia. He had used the remedy in disease of the 
heart with good effects, but he did not think it better in Rheumatism 
than Antimony or Colchicum ; he thought the veratrum should never 
be used in depressed conditions of the circulation. 

Dr. Firestone agreed with Dr. Smith in his views on the power of 
the veratrum to control the pulse ; he had used the remedy in a case 
of Tetanus, and reduced the pulse from 140 to 80 in six hours. The 
muscular contractions were so severe in this case, that one of the pa- 
tient's shoulders became dislocated ; under the use of the veratrum 
alone the muscular rigidity subsided, and the patient recovered. He 
had used the remedy in cases of insanity, and found in it an excellent 
substitute for the dark room. He had used the remedy, too, in cases 
of Dysmenorrhoea, attended with a high degree of excitement, with 
marvelously good results. 

Dr. Baker had at one time used the veratrum to some extent, but 
was disappointed in its effects. He thought it useful in nervous ex 
citement 

Dr. Thompson had used the remedy in Insanity and Delirium Tre- 
mens, with most happy effects. 

Dr. Holston thought the veratrum should be used with much cau- 
tion. He was aware that it controlled the pulse, but had seen one 
case in which it had so depressed the circulation as to produce death. 

Dr. Harmon thought the veratrum would be found useful in all the 
cases where blood-letting was admissible. 

Dr. Brennen said, as &r as his experience went, a general prostra- 
tion was the result of its administration. 

Dr. Scott moved that the paper on veratruip viride be referred to 
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the Publishing Committee. Carried. (See Appendix F.) 

Dr. G. M. Boyd offered the following : Resolved, That the thanks 
of this Society be returned to the citizens, and more especially to the 
ladies, of this city, for the kindness and generous hospitality wfaidi 
they have shown to its members during their short stay in their midst. 
Eesolution adopted. 

Dr. Hurxthal moved that we now listen to Dr. McMeens' paper. 
Dr. Cochran moved to amend by inserting Dr. Smith instead of Dr. 
McMeens. He made the motion because Dr. Smith would be com- 
pelled to leave the city soon after adjournment. The amendment was 
withdrawn, and the original motion prevailed. Dr. McMeens then 
proceeded to read his paper. Dr. Conklin moved that the paper just 
read be referred to the Publishing Committee. Carried. (See Ap- 
pendix G.) 

Dr. Smith, chairman of the Committee on Practice, took the stand 
to read his Report. He stated that his report was very brief, from 
the fact that, although he had entered into a correspondence witli 
many physicians, he had utterly failed in eliciting any reports. 

On motion, the Report of the Conmiittee on Practice was refetred 
to the Publishing Committee. (See Appendix H.) 

Dr. Holston offered the following : Resolved, That when this So- 
ciety shall finally adjourn its present session, it be to meet again in 
the City of Columbus, on the first Tuesday of June, 1858, and that 
said city shall thereafter become the permanent location of said So- 
ciety. 

Dr. Hurxthal moved to amend, by inserting Massilon instead of 
Columbus. Amendment carried. It was then moved that all that 
part of the resolution after '68 be stricken out. The resolution, as 
thus amended, was adopted. 

Dr. Hayes was then invited to give his views to the Society, in 
regard to the treatment of chilblains and frost-bites, and his experi- 
ence in the treatment of those diseases in the Arctic regions. 

He said that the influences of climate upon the animal economy 
were marked, and the diseases peculiar. He had never seen a case 
of Tubercular disease among the natives, and this is doubtless due 
to the great consumption of fatty food. If he had a consumptive 
patient, he would send him to Greenland, if possible, and put him 
upon train oil diet, with a dog sledge and a bear hunt for exercise. 
He had heard of but one case of hemorrhage from the lungs, through 
his friend. Dr. Kane, Jr. 

The crew of the Advance suffered much from scurvy, but the Es* 
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aro ixcelj aflKfttod wifli it Hie prevakooe erf* tte diwMB 
lieattEibBted to liie eoanibiiiBd inlhiaiifiM of salt £>od, darkncw and 
ooikL Hie darkrifiiiB eeemed to liflve a bleaching effect, aod tended 
to dminwih tl» edkfrmg nuU;ter of tlie blood. The bzickdosty ap- 
peazBDoe of the blood, mentaoDdd by Dr. Kane in hk narrati?ie, ex- 
proBsed it vezy dearly. In the treatment of ttds fearfbl disease, be 
dedved mucii benefit from die use of tslw potato, wludi he dressed 
ftr his pataents as a salad; but its efifeot was lost wben the severe 
eold wealiier of mid-winter set in, overpowering the vital ^sroes. 
StFong, GBrbonaoeoon food was thea veqnisite, and potato was good 
oalj »sk an adjunct. His spec^ was then walros meat, ox, still bet- 
ter, tiie liver of the same animal. But the term. ^^edjU be would 
enlj ue here as applicable to liie meat in its raw state. It seemed 
l^ien to have a power which was lost by the prooeas of cooking. 
lite oooked froits and vegetables, it lost its fredm^o. He gave it 
at first to his patients dressed like the potato, as a salad. They afier- 
waid became parlaal to it, and, oveixximing their repugnance to raw 
flesh, and hard froeen, tiiey really d^ preferred it thus. 

It Is in this oondztian the natives mosdy take Ibeir £x>d, and from 
tiiem the Doctor received tbe idea to which, he believed, the ship^a 
ftirrmpnify owed its salvataoa. They had no vegetable £x>d, and a 
atriotly animal diet^ in that region, seemed to fimufiiL all thereqnifflteB 
of pei&et beaJth. 

By request of Dr. Kincaid, Dr. Hayes gave his eipeiienoe with 
frost bite, and bow be had derived valoable aid frxnn the practice of 
the Esquimaux. He would relate a case fiilling under his notice. 

An Esqnimaux had his leg fi-oaen above the knee, stif^ colorless, and 
to all appearance lifelesa. He was placed in a snow bouse at a tem- 
perature of 20 ^ below aero. The parts were bathed with ice cold 
w»ter for about two hours, tben enveloped in furs for three or &« 
hours. Then frictions were used, first with the feathery side of a 
bird skin, tben witb aaow, alternately wiapping the limb in furs and 
rubbing it, for nearly twenty-£»u* hours. It was then carefully wrapped 
up, and the temperatare of the snow bouse elevated, by lamps, abo^e 
zero. On the third day the patient was taken to his house, (where 
they have often a tempenture of 70 ^ or 80 ^ ) and in seventy boors 
he was walking about witk only a slight frost bite on one of his toes. 
This treatm^it the Doctor thought highly philosophical, and be 
proifitod greatly by it in his own practice with frostbitten limbs. 
The point b^ng to keq) away all external heat, and allow the vital 
powers of tbe syatem to do their work. By exposing a firanon part 
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to a warm temperature, the skin becomes thawed out, and dies, be- 
fore the circulation can work itself through the underlying frozen 
tissue. 

On motion, the Society adjourned, to meet at 8 1-2 to-morrow 
morning. 



Friday, June 5th, 1857—8 1-2 A. M. 

The Society was called to order by Dr. Holston. The minutes 
were read and approved. 

Dr. Scott offered the following : Resolved, That a committee of 
one member from the feculty of each regular school in the State, be 
appointed by the Chair, to report to this Society at its next session, 
on the advantages of medical education. Lost. 

The Executive Committee for the current year was then announced, 
as follows : 

Drs. Metz, of Massilon; McAbee, of Canton; Firestone, of Woos- 
ter; Slusser, of Fulton; Hurxthal, of Massilon. 

Dr. Gundry offered the following: Resolved, That the account of 
Dr. Cole and others, which remain unsettled in consequence of the 
difficulty with a former Treasurer be settled by the Treasurer, and 
their accounts be commenced anew. Carried. 
- Dr. Scott's report on Medical Literature was referred to the Pub- 
lishing Committee without reading. (See Appendix I.) 

Dr. JicMeen's report on Uterine diseases was referred to the Pub- 
lishing Committee. (See Appendix J.) 

Dr. Thompson's paper on chloroform, (it being a review of a case 
where death had been produced from its effects,) was referred to the 
Publishing Committee. (See Appendix K.) 

The Secretary stated that he held in his hand the report of the Com- 
mittee on Ethics, as the Society had not time to listen to the report, 
it was moved to lay it on the table until next year. Carried. 

Dr. Gundry, chairman of the Committee on the relation of the Mi- 
croscope to Pathology, presented the report of said committee, which 
was on motion, referred to the Committee on Publication. (See Ap- 
pendix L.) 

Dr. Thompson called the attention of the Society to the Ohio State 
Institution for the Education of Idiotic and Imbecile youtl^ he spoke 
of the advantage to be derived from such an Institution. 
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The jfbllowing was announced as the Committee on Publication : — 
Drs. Henry J. Dunahoo, Sanduskj; K. B. McMeens, Sandusky; Chas. 
Cochran, Sandusky; Richard Gundry, Dayton; I. A. Coons, Dayton. 

On motion. Dr. Mead's paper on "Moral Insanity" was referred to 
the Publishing Committee. (See Appendix M.) 

Dr. Baker offered the following resolution, which was unanimously 
adopted: Eesolved, That to tender our thanks to the citizens and 
profession of Sandusky, would be but a faint expression of our feelings, 
and to say that we have been made to forget that we were strangers, 
would express what their hospitality and friendly intercourse fully 
justify. The President then announced the following committees: 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

On Medical Sooisties. — John Dawson; C. F. Thomas; Wm. Bell; 

E. C. Buckingham; Henry Spillman. 

On Ethics. — J. S. Taylor; J. Harman; W. W.Jones; W. H.Park; 
J. P. Henderson. 

FiNiKOB CoMMrrPBE — ^C. F. Thomas; S. T. Finch; C. G. Eaton; — 

F. T. Hurxthal; Joseph Cole. 

ExBCUTivB Committee. — Page 20. 
PuBLisHma Committee. — Page 21. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE. 

Uterine diseases, W. B. Wright; Diseases of the skin, J. P. Jud- 
kins; Medical Surgery, W. H. Massey; Insanity, Richard Gundry ; 
Empiricism in Ohio, C. G. Comegys; Obstetrics, H. G. Carey; New 
remedies, Jno. A. Murphy; Diseases of the Eye; Gustave C. E. Web- 
er; Croup, T. W. McArthur; Hygiene; Robert Thompson. 

The President then appointed the following members of this Soci- 
ety as Delegates and Alternate Delegates to the next meeting of the 
AmericAn Medical Association. 



Delegates. Alternates. 

Peter Allen, Kinsman, H. B. Mosgrove, Urbana, 

E. P. Fyffe, Urbana, H. Austin, Plymouth, 

John Davis, Dayton, Wm. Trevit, Columbus, 

R. Thompson, Columbus, J. B. Davis, Shadevilie, 

H. J. Dunahoo, Sandusky, J. Caldwell, Huron, 

J. A. McFarland, Tiffin, Henry Kuhn, Tiffin, 

R. Gundry, Dayton, John C. Clements, Dayton, 
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Dblboatu* 

C. F. lliomaa, Pomeroy, 
G. W. Mark, 

J. 6. F. Holston, Zanesville, 
F. S. Hurzthal, Massilon, 
John Dawson, Columbus, 
J. W. Gard, Greenville, 
Wm. Mount, CummingsvUle, 



Althknatbs. 

G. S. R Hempsted, Portsmouthy 

P. M. Grume, Eaton, , 

H. Culbertson, Zanesville, 

H. Metz, MassUon, 

S. M. Smith, Columbus, 

B. B. Lenard, West Liberty, 

W. S. Newton, Harmer, 



Guatave C. E. Weber, Cleveland, H. K. Gushing, Clevdand, 



Thomas Stillwell, Fremont, 

J. G. Eodgers, New Richmond, 

Robert Rodgers, Springfield, 

W. P. Kincaid, Neville, 

J. N. Green, Bainbridge, 

J. G. Kyle, Xenia, 

R. L. Rea, Oxford, 

Thos. Brennen, Dayton, 

S. H. Smiih, Hamilton, 

J. D. Robinson, Wooster, 

Wm. J. Scott, Shadeville, 

H. G. Carey, Dayton, 

N* Effinger, Lancaster. 

Thos. McNally, Chillicothe, 

C. C. Sams, Hillsburough, 

L. D. Griswold, Elyria, 

J. W. Russell, Mt Vernon. 

Sylvanus Fisher, Waynesville, 

J. N. Willson, Newark, . 

J. P. Henderson, Neville, 

W. Hendren, Delaware, 

M. B. Wright, Cincinnati, 

R. D. Mussey do. 

Chas. Woodard, do., 

Geo. Mendenhall, do., 

Geo. C. Blackman, do., 

T. T. McArthur, Wilmmgton, 

£. Vanatta, r*tew Lexington, 

O. T. Edwards, Loudonsville, 

E. Fisher, Lebanon, 

H. A. Ackley, Cleveland, 

J. Helmich, Harrisburgh, 

H. S. Conklin, Sidney, 

J. D. Gailey, Marion, 

J. Harmon, Warren, 

James Hitchcock, Port Clinton. 



Pierre Beaugrand, Fremont, 

Isaac Kay, Springfield, 

T. J. Mullin, New Richmond, 

T. W. Gordon, Georgetown, 

G. W. Roby, Bainbridge, 

lliomas B. Johnson, ^S^nia, 

Jonas Moore, Marietta, 

McDermot, Dayton, 

Wm. Huber, Hamilton, 

L. Firestone, Wooster. 

S. B. Davis, Lockbume, 

O. Crook, Dayton, 

G. W. Boerstler, Lanoaster, 

L. W. Foulks, Chillicothe, 

John Treon, Miamisbui^, 

N. S. Townsend, Elyria, 

J. N. Burr, Mt. Vernon, 

H. C. Foster, Enon, 

W. W. Sanger, Cincinnati, 

G. W. Sampson, McCutcheonville, 

Williamson, Delaware, 

W. D. Searf, Bellefontaine, 

W. H. Mussey, Cincinnati, 

O. N. Langdon, do., 

J. A. Murphy, do., 

A. H. Baker, do., 

A. L. Cass, Coshocton, 

F. L. Flowers, New Lexington, 

G. E. Eels, Lithopolis, 
L. G. Harley, Dalton, 
Thos. Garlick, Cleveland, 

G. W. Helmish, Harrisburgh, 
Wm. Estep, Floydsville, 
F. W. Willson, Ironton, 
A. Austin, Sandusky, 
C. Robertson, McConnelsville. 



Dr. Hurxthal moved that the Society adjourn. 
Before the motion was put. Dr. Holston who occupied the chair, 
arose to resign it to its legitimate occupant, Dr. Tilden, and 



88 

thanked Urn on bditif of die Sodetj, for die able mamifir in which 
he had piended over its deHberatioiiSy and desired him to doae its 
prooeediogs. 

Dr. Gundry <^fared the foQowing resdiition ^riiich was adopted; 
Besolyed, Hist a vote of Aanks be tendered to the Publisher and 
Reporter of the JUg%9ter for their kindness in giying a faithful report 
of the proceedings of this Societjr. 

It was then moved and carried that this Society a^oum to meet at 
Massilcm on the first Tuesday in June 1858. 

DANIEL TILDEN, Pteridmt. 
W. W. Dawbok. \^Secrefartes. 



APPENDIX. 



«A," 
VALEDICTORY ADDRESS 



or 



PETER A.r.]LE]Sr, M. D., 

AfUT retiring from the C^ir^ as Fretident, at the meeting hetd in Sandueikifj 

Tuesday^ June 2d, 1857. 



Gentlbhen of the Ohio State Medical Societt: — 

The last duty required of your President, is an address. In com- 
plying with that requisition, I propose as the subject of my remarks; 
the state of the Medical Profession in Ohio, past and present 

To compress the events of half a century, into the space allotted 
for such an occasion, is indeed a difficult task and will be but imper* 
fectly performed. I can give you but a birds-eye view of the sub- 
ject, as dotted down from memory. 

I propose to carry you back to the time, when Ohio was in its 
transition state, passing from the hunting grounds of the Indian, to 
the cultivated fields of the White man. When the Pioneers were 
under the necessity of raising smokes about their cabins, to protect 
them from those torments the Gnats and Mosquetoes, and when in 
traveling through the woods, we occasionally heard the ominous rat- 
tle of the Crotalus. 

The practitioner of medicine in those days lived a life of toil and 
hardship. The population was sparse and the physician traveled over 
an extensive circuit Sometimes with the sharp eye of the Wood- 
man, he must keep his course by the marked trees along his route, 
and if his path had been cleared of the underbrush, and he had been 
preceded by a few wagons, he had to plunge through mud and mire. 
I should despair of convincing any one who witnesses the present im- 
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prored oonditi(m of our roads, of their almost impassible state, in 
the early settlement of the country. Perhaps a middle ground be- 
tween them as they now are, and as they were represented by an 
early traveler, or rather writer, may give as correct an idea as I can 
furnish. 

It was said, a traveler in wending his weary way through the for- 
est, discovered a hat lying fiat in the mud, he reached down to take 
it up, and to his surprise discovered a man's head under it, he offered 
him assistance, the man thanked him but said he had no need of any 
assistance, he had a good horse under him. 

If there is any one here, who has forty years since traversed the 
region known by the soubriquet of the Black Swamp, he knows all I 
can tell him of bad roads. 

The pioneer physicians, had to encounter dangers by flood and 
field. To pass over streams when swollen by the flood, or with the 
surface covered with ice, was sometimes a diflicult and dangerous task, 
and sometimes perplexing when unattended by any great amount of 
danger. One of the earliest practitioners of Northern Ohio, related 
the following incident: Having to see a distant patient, he passed 
through an unbroken wilderness until he came to a river which it was 
necessary for him to cross. Thinking it would be both comfortable 
and prudent to keep his clothes dry, he divested himself of his ap- 
parel and fastened it on his neck and shoulders. He had crossed the 
river to the opposite side where the bank was somewhat precipitous, 
his horse declined making any effort to ascend it, he leaped on the 
shore and tried to pull his horse after him; in so doing he pulled off 
the bridle; the horse thus free from control made his way back again 
across the river; the doctor laid down his clothes on the bank and 
harried across the stream after his horse; but the animal had made 
so great progress, that the doctor had quite a race in the woods before 
he could stop him, he then recrossed the river and reached his clothes 
in safety. I might here produce the authority of the late Judge Bur- 
net, that in those early times, if a person wished to purchase a horse, 
one of the first questions with regard to his qualities would be, whether 
he was a good swimmer. 

You will readily conclude that the long and tiresome journeys, the 
necessary absence from his home, his associations with a people 
strolling witii the difficulties of preparing a home in the wilderness, 
were circumstances un&vorable to the acquirement of medical science. 
Yet his labors and plain living were calculated to give the medical 
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praotitiofDer those physical powers and that energy of chaawetor vrbkA 
enabled him to surmount many of the difficulties of his situation* 

Most of the early immigrant physicians were young, and commenced 
their professional career in this country. Isolated as they were from 
older practitioners, and sensible that they must depend on their own 
resources, they would diligently consult their books and plates, to 
prepare them for the emergencies which might occur. 

The traveling over bad roads, the falling and clearing of the forests^ 
and the raising of log buildings, were a fruitful source of accidents 
and frequently called in requisition, the skill of the practitioner, and 
he would soon observe a climatic influence which modified the diseases 
he had to treat. 

Soon after the organization of our state government^ the attention 
of our legislators was directed to laws regulating the practice of physic 
and surgery. The state was divided into districts. Those who were 
in practice before the enactment of the law, were considered as legally 
qualified for the pursuit of their profession. Those who afterwards 
immigrated into the state, had to present themselves before the board 
of censors of a Medical District, and if they could not present cre- 
dentials that were satisfactory, were subject to an examination. All 
the medical students in the state were examined and received license 
before they could legally practice. The whole Reserve constituted 
one district. I well recollect the late Dr. Long of Cleveland attended 
a meeting in Warren, to comply with the requisitions of the law. I 
can only speak of the district where I resided: there I think the exam- 
inations were thorough, and some candidates failed of obtaining license. 
So &r, I think the law was beneficial, and productive of much good. 
Those who were not licensed to practice, could not by legal process 
collect their charges for medical services, and were liable to be fined 
for practising as Physicians or Surgeons. So far as my acquaintance 
extended, no fines were ever exacted, but the votaries of quackery set 
up a vehement cry of monopoly and persecution against the regular 
profession. The law became extremely unpopular and was perhaps 
a cause of some part of the existing quackery of the present day — 
Under these circumstances, it was thought best by many of its friends 
to have the law repealed and leave the profession to depend on its own 
merits. Since then, our medical institutions have been alone depen- 
ded on to dispense licenses. 

The Humoral Pathology, was the doctrine of the schools and of 
the books, until near the close of the last century. At the com- 
mencement of the present century a complete revolution had taken 
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j^aoe, and almost every vestige of the Humoral Pathology was done 
away. The disooveries of the Microscope, which seem nearly to have 
arrived at the Cell theory of the present day, were neglected, and the 
in^rtance of the fluids except for nutrition, were considered second- 
ary to the solids. It was with these ideas that the medical student, 
fifty years since, commenced his career in the science of medicine. — 
The old dctotrines of a vitiated state of the blood existed traditionally 
9m<mg his employers, and he would frequently be perplexed with en- 
quiries about the state of the blood. But although the Humoral Pa- 
diology was thus laid aside and almost foi^otten, it has since been re- 
suscitated and fills an important place in the science of medicine. — 
Like the once conflicting doctrines of Wema and Hutton in the science 
of Geology, the influence of both solids and fluids are necessary to 
explain the phenomena of Physiology and disease. 

The medical students who constituted the pioneers of this country, 
had but few books, compared with the voluminous libraries of the 
present day. Some of these were the productive efforts of genius, 
and some of profound reseaaxsh and observation. But unfortunately 
each author had his own hypothesis of the causes and phenomena of 
disease, and it appears to me that quite too much of the time of the 
student was occupied in learning hypothesis which are passed away 
and now lie buried in the tomb of the Capulets. 

In the days to which I refer, the Natural Sciences had been but 
little cultivated in our country. To the medical men generally, they 
were a sealed book. In 1801 it remained a disputed point, whether a 
certain kind of birds, migrated to a warner climate to pass the winter, 
or whether they hybernated like frogs, in ponds and marshes. One of 
our profession in the then emporium of medical science in this country, 
published a treatise in favor of this migration to a warmer latitude. 

The science of Botany had been little cultivated by the profession 
generally. Although we may now boast of many acquainted with the 
science, yet it has not received that attention which its importance 
demands. Every medical student should be versed in the science of 
Botany. I mention this subject in particular, from its close connection 
with Materia Medica, and with the idea, that it had been quite too much 
neglected. 

In speaking of the diseases which prevailed in the early settlement 
of the country, my ideas will be probably in some degree influenced 
by the locality in which I reside. Intermittent and remittent fevers 
were seldom witnessed among us, unless where there were obstruc- 
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tions of some kind to the flow of water in the streams, such as dams, 
for mills, sand banks, 4Ssc. Yet as the connbry was covered with dense 
forests, almost impenetrable to the sun, and the surface of the land, 
level, with a subsoil of tenacious clay, the water was retained on the 
ground a long time before it would drain off or be evaporated. This 
rendered the climate moist, and caused some degree of languor and 
debility among the early settlers. They lost some of that physical 
vigor, which belonged to them before they emigrated from the east 
There seemed to be a general disposition for an increased secretion of 
bile from the Liver, which Vras manifest in almost all our diseases. 

The diseases of the early settlers, developed a much higher grade 
of action, than what is witnessed at the present day. The fevers in 
many instances showed a Sthenic diathesis, and were treated accord- 
ingly. This seemed to be the prevailing diathesis, until the early 
part of the year 1813 when an epidemic, which received the name 
of Typhoid Pneumonia, prevailed extensively over the country. — 
This disease manifested a low grade of action, and rendered it neces- 
sary, to resort to a diflerent mode of treatment from what had been 
customary with physicians. Since then we have had occasional epi- 
demics of Typhus fevers. Dysentery, Scarlatina, 6zc. The Asthenic 
diathesis, has been perhaps gradually gaining ground, until it would 
appear now in the ascendant, and the Sthenic diathesis but little known 
except as a matter of history. 

Among the remedies for the cure of diseases among the early set- 
tlers, bleeding held a conspicuous place. It was in many instances 
the sheet anchor in controlling the violence of diseases. The physi- 
cians living remote from each other, frequently 20 or 30 miles apart, 
could not always be present to use the lancet in season; this ofHce was 
frequently performed by practiced bleeders, one of whom could be 
found in almost every settlement. I have frequently given directions 
for them to bleed patients in my absence from them. While the 
student who reads the works of Eush and others may be incredulous 
as regards the propriety of their Sangi'odian practice of copious 
bleeding, I would remind him that those men were close observers 
of disease, that the result justified their course, and that it is more 
rational to conclude, that a great change has taken p]ace in the 
prevailing diathesis, than that the men of those days were guilty of 
gross error. 

Emetics were freely used in the cure of our diseases. Although 
we were not then guided by the author of Cunus Triumphalis An- 
timonii, yet we considered Tartrate of antimony an important remedy. 
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As an emetio it was frequently eombined with Ipecac, though often 
given by itself. Antimony was likewise in general use in nauseating 
doses as an expectorant and diaphoretic. 

Cathartics I think I may say, were in general use; not the mUd 
laxation of the present day, but the stronger and potential kinds. 
Calomel and Jalap I should say were the foyorite prescription. Not 
in doses of ten and ten, but occasionally in much lai^er doses. The 
cathartic practice continued in vogue until about the time that Brou- 
sals' work was published. That work had, perhaps, some influence, 
and the change of our diseases a much greater influence in leading 
to a more cautious use of cathartic medicine. Afiections of the 
mucous membrane of the stomach and bowels had become, and 
still are a modification of our diseases. 

Among the tonics in use. Cinchona, stood tiie highest among the 
vegetable class; but the largeness of the dose, rendered it offensive 
to many stomachs, and it is now happily superceded by the Quinine. 

I have thus attempted to give you a general view of the diseases 
prevalent in the early settiement of the country, and their treatment 
by the physicians of those days. I have supposed that the general 
character of the diseases of Ohio was similar, but as we find pecu- 
liar idiosyncracies in some of our patients, so we shall find particu- 
lar localities where diseases differ from those common to the regions 
around them. These Endemic diseases, are not always described in 
books, and must be learned by the experience and observation of the 
resident physicians. To illustrate my meaning, I will mention an 
incident which was related to me by an eminent physician. I will 
designate the characters I am about to mention, by calling them 
Doctors A. B. and C. Dr. A. had enjoyed the best opportunities of 
those times, for acquiring a knowledge of medical science. He chose 
a place for residence in one of the towns in the west While attending 
a case of fever,* the friends of the sick man urgently requested coun- 
sel, the Dr. thought it unnecessary, but finally consented that Dr. B. 
should be called. After the consultation,* Dr. A. met with Dr. C. and 
enquired of him with regard to Dr. B., whether he was drunk or a 
fool; Dr. C. told him he could assure him he was no fool; Dr. A. 
said, the friends of my patient insisted that Dr. B. should be called in 
counsel, he told them it was unnecessary, the patient was conva- 
lescent, and all the subject of consultation would be how much chicken 
op squirrel broth the patient might take. Dr. B. made a visit, and 
after examining the patient, promptiy decided that no medicine would 
be of any avail, that the case must inevitably prove fatal. Dr. A. waa 
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Mtouahed at tbe d6oiBi<»i. In a few days Drs. A. and (X met, the 
latter enquired about the patient; Dr. A. stated that on making his 
professional visit, he found no patient in the room where he had been 
aocustomed to see him, and a neat arrangement had been made of the 
furniture. He enquired of the £imiiy where to find the side man, 
and was told he was dead and buried. 

I have, in a cursory manner, alluded to some of the difficulties at- 
tending the practice of medicine in the early settlement of Ohio, — ^to 
the long and tiresome journeys necessary to fulfil the duties of the 
practitioner ; but even here there was a sunny side to the subject 
If he endured &tigue, he acquired that hardihood and physical strengdi 
which enabled him to support it. If he could not receive his meals 
with a regular punctuality, he could relish them when obtained, and 
do ample justice to the food placed before him on tibe table of the log 
cabin. No fiistidious stomach interfered to reiadffr food distasteful, 
or impede digestion. Dyspepsia, with its legion of complaints, was 
as little known as snow in August. If, at night, he could not recline 

upcm a bed of down, 

"Weariaeis 
Gould snore upon the flint." 

One reminiscence to which I refer with pleasure, was the confidence 
reposed in the physician by the inhabitants, and their friendly feeling 
towards him. That state of feeling, so pleasant in our intercourse 
with the sick and society at large, does not seem so generally to pre- 
vail as formerly; and I attribute the change, in a great measure, to 
the prevalence of empiricism— that wide spread epidemic which pre- 
vails over the whole country, and which is at war with all medical 
science. I believe the history of medicine will bear me out in the 
assertion, that quackery has always hurled its shafts of war&re against 
the regular profession. The empiric, now located in ahnost every 
settlement, boasts of his miraculous cures: the newspapers teem widi- 
advertisements of remedies for all the ills that iQiesh is heir to; and 
all boast of success in cases .abandoned by the regular profession as 
hopeless. This state of things has had its effect, especially upon the 
credulous, to diminish that confidence which was formerly reposed in 
the regular practitioner of medicine. But, although the physician 
may feel annoyed, yet he may feel assured, that a straightforward 
course of industry and perseverance will enable him to overcome the 
obstacles in his way. The lights of science will ultimately dispel the 
mists of ignorance and empiricism* 

I have mentioned that a ^eat change had taken place in the ehar- 
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aMer of oar jKMiMa, sinoe the eaxly' setdMaant of Obkh Tbe A»i 
thenic diathesis seems to prevail, not only here bat in other countries, 
so &r as my information extends. To what canse we may attribute 
Ito change I shi^ not attempt to explain; but it. is oertain &ait our 
Aseases are and should be very differently treated from what they 
were formerly* 

I come now to spei^ of some of the improvements in medical 
science since the^ commencement of the present century. At tbi^ 
time there had been but few medical atithors in the United States, 
and none in Ohio. Our medical books were mostly imported. We 
have now those printed in our own State that would do hon<»r to any 
country. The present may be emphatically called the age of im« 
provement; and in the rapid improvement of the arts and sciences, 
I believe medical science has not j&llen behind others, but has equalled 
them in progress. 

I will here make a quotation from a recent publication from En- 
gland. Although it does not particularly apply to Ohio, I think we 
may dum a share of the honor. The writer says : '' We must here 
take the liberty of saying, that few things have pleased us more, than, 
in the course of our reading lately, to find such a surprising improve- 
ment in the periodical literature of our transatlantic cousins. Hie 
American journals which we have read recently abound in the most 
valuable and original atticles, and show the rapid strides which our 
fHends are making, to compete with the mother country. We need 
only add that they have our best wishes; we watch their progress 
with tJie greatest pleasure." The subject from which the above quo* 
tation is taken alludes particularly to the medical literature of the day. 

Time will not allow me to particularize the recent improvements 
in medical science. I shall only make a few remarks as I pass ald^^ 
Th& science of Anatomy has steadily progressed, from the time of 
Harvey to the present; and although abhorrent to the feelings of the 
ignorant and prejudiced, yet is pursued with delight by the scientific 
student It has been said of the celebrated Hunter, that he sl^t but 
jfimr hours at night, and that he was probably sustained by the pleaa- 
ure derived from his anatomical studies. In Ohio, the laws have been 
stringent and severe against the means for anatomical investigation. 
But I think a better time is approaching ; I feel sure that prejudice 
on this subject is lessening, and I think a few more instances like those 
of Godman and Warren will have an efiect on public feeling. 

Physiology, aided by the microscope, has made its advances. The 
important fimctiona of Respiration, Digestion, and many others, are 
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bettor understood, and the Cell theory is of modem date. This fid- 
ence is in some degree taught in our common schools. 

I have before mentioned the Asthenic as the general character of 
our prevalent diseases. New diseases and new forms of disease re- 
quire the study and careful investigation of the practitioner. The 
Asiatic Cholera, that frightful disease which has spread consternation 
and desolation over so great a portion of the earth, is a new disease, 
and was imknown to our fathers. We are yet in the dark in regard 
to its cause — ^whether it spreads by contagion, or whether it depends 
(which seems most probable) on some atmospheric cause. Upon the 
latter supposition, may we not suppose that the same cause has had 
its effect in the modification of our diseases. 

The increased knowledge we possess of the different tissues of the 
human frame, and their functions, enable us more clearly to ascertain 
the nature and location of disease; and the discovery by Laennec of 
Auscultation and Percussion has added much to our knowledge of 
the diseases of the internal organs. 

I have alluded to the disposition which formerly existed both among 
medical authors and students, to spend their time upon useless hy- 
potheses. Some of them were fanciful and ingenious; but they had 
but an ephemeral existence, and soon passed away. A more philo- 
sophical course is now pursued, and our authors seem generally dis- 
posed to predicate their doctrines on undisputed facts. 

The list of remedies in our Materia Medica has been much enlarged 
during the present century. New substances have been discovered, 
and new combinations of those formerly knovm have been effected, 
which have added much to our facilities for curing the sick. 

In our country, the practice of Medicine and Surgery have been 
blended together, and the duties of both have generally been per- 
formed by the same individual. I cannot enumerate the many im- 
provements which have been made in the latter named science, and 
will only mention one, which I consider of paramount importance. 
This one is the discovery of those annihilators of pain, Ether and 
Chloroform. They have proved efficacious in some painful diseases, 
and are invaluable in the performance of surgical operations. The 
patient need no longer be heard groaning and screeching under the 
torture inflicted by the operating knife, but lies in a calm, placid 
sleep, until he awakes to find the cause of his pain and danger hap- 
pily removed. 

The Chemist, no longer engaged in the futile project of transmuting 
the baser metals into gold, has taken an important stand among sci- 
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made such rapid progress, or that had been attended with such bene- 
ficial results. In the year 1800 it was known to but few: — ^now, no 
man is considered well educated, who has not some knowledge of the 
science. Medical science has shared largely in the benefits derived 
firom the aid of Chemistry. 

The Natural Sciences can scarcely be said to have been cultivated 
in our country, until within the last fifty years. They seem, all of 
them, more or less connected with Medical Science, and their study 
is pursued with zeal and ardor by many of our most scientific phy- 
sicians. ' 

There is one branch of Natural History to which I should be glad 
to call the attention of our profession. It has been cultivated by 
some, and neglected by quite too many. I mean Botany, When 
we reflect on how large a portion of our food and medicine are de- 
rived from the great store house of the vegetable kingdom, and in 
how nciany ways it administers to our pleasure and happiness, we 
shall doubtless consider the science as one of no small consequence. 
The uncertainty of judging of medicinal articles by common names 
among the people, must have been noticed by every person of much 
experience. This is very easily avoided by those who have a scien- 
tific knowledge of the subject. Botany is now taught in many of our 
schools, and I hope the time is not distant when it will be considered 
a **sine qua non" in the education of every medical student 

The medical periodicals of the day have borne an important part 
in difiiising information among the physicians, and stimulating and 
exciting them to effi)rts for improvement in their profession. 

A large share of credit should be awarded to our Medical Colleges, 
fi>r the influence they have had in the advancement of medical soi- 
ree. In the earliest settlement of Ohio, there were but ifew places 
in our country where the advantages of medical lectures could be 
obtained, and but few young men, comparatively, were able to avail 
themselves of those advantages. Many were under the necessity of 
commencing practice with limited opportunities for education; but 
the establishment of Medical Colleges among us, has enabled them 
to surmount their former disadvantages, and obtain competent educa* 
tions. So little pecuniary diiSieulty is now experienced in attending 
our medical lectures, that no young man should be patronized by the 
public, as a practitioner, until he has obtained a diploma; and no 
young man, however wealthy, need travel out of our own State, with 
the idea of obtaining a better education than he can obtain at home— 
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I mean for practical purposes. The adyancement of medical science, 
in consequence of our medical institutions, has become apparent, 
throughout the State of Ohio. One advantage we possess over some 
others, is of understanding the climatic influences which surround us. 

I have thus, in a cursory manner, spoken of the great improve- 
ments which have been made in our profession, within the last fifty 
years. But we have not yet arrived at perfection. Other improve- 
ments will doubtless follow; and if any of the junior members of our 
Society shall be disposed to say, 

"We think our fathers fools, fto wiae we grow/' 

let them with pleasure anticipate the time when 

" Our wiser sons, bo doubt, will think us so I " 

Before speaking of our State Medical Society, I must refer you 
back to the year 1827, when our State Legislature passed a law au- 
thorizing a convention of delegates to meet in Columbus, to form a 
constitution for a State Medical Society. A delegate was to be elect- 
ed from each Medical District in the State. Towards the latter part 
of that year, some fifteen or twenty horsemen might have been seen 
wending their weary way, through mud and mire, along the different 
roads that centered in the village of Columbus. Their personal ap- 
pearance somewhat resembled that of a company of men crawling 
out of a canal, where they had been excavating in a rainy day. A 
constitution was formed, after a model of a Society then existing in 
the State of Massachusetts. The Society was to meet triennially, at 
Columbus, and to have a supervision over the District Societies. 
The law regulating the practice of Physic and Sui^ery was soon after 
repealed, and our former efforts for an organization proved abortive. 
In 1835, an advertisement appeared in a Columbus paper, signed by 
Dr. Awl, inviting the physicians of Ohio to meet in convention, at 
Columbus, in January, 1835. The principal objects of the Conven- 
tion were to petition the Legislature for the establishment of a Hos- 
pital for the insane, for a school for the blind, and to petition Congress 
t6 establish marine hospitals along our western waters. I think the 
institution for Deaf and Dumb was then in existence. The Legislature 
then in session cordially co-operated with the Convention, in laying 
the foundation for our benevolent institutions. The Convention had 
among its members, men eminent for their talents, and all seemed 
actuated by an ardent zeal for the elevation of their profession, and 
although they met as strangers, they parted friends. The Convention 
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adjourned, to meet in three years. After several meetings, it was 
finallj merged into the Ohio State Medical Society. 

A few remarks on the objects of our Society, and I will bring the 
subject to a close. The Constitution of the Society says: 

" The Society shall constantly have in view, 

" 1st. The association of the profession, for the purpose of recog- 
nition and fellowship." 

Men of kindred spirits, and whose thoughts are engaged on the 
same important subjects, will feel an interest in each other, unknown 
to those engaged in dissimilar pursuits. The cordial greetings and 
friendly intercourse, which have been witnessed at our former meet- 
ings, manifest the interest taken in them — ^an interest which I hope 
will long continue. 

^2d. The mainteoanoe of union, harmony and good government 
among its members, thereby promoting the character, interest, honor 
and usefulness of the profession." 

It is obvious that so laige a body of men as that composing our 
Society, require some general rules to regulate their intercourse with 
each other, and with society at large. The emigrant who comes 
among us, to embark in our profession, will wish to know our regula- 
tions, and the student will wish to be regulated by them. These rules 
should be stripped of all unnecessary machinery, and made as simple 
as the nature of the case will admit. 

*'dd. The cultivation and advancement of medical science and 
literature, and the elevation of the standard of professional education." 

In the State of Ohio, we everywhere see the proofs of prosperity, 
and a rapid progress of improvement in the arts and sciences. Let 
not our energies be wanting, in our endeavors to elevate medical sci- 
ence to an eminence equal to that obtained by any other state or 
country. Let the student be thoroughly prepared by his primary 
education, that he may more easily understand and appreciate medi- 
cal literature. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, accept my most cordial thanks for the 
honors you have conferred upon me, and accept my best wishes for 
the continuance and prosperity of our Society. 
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REPORT OF COMMIHEE ON OBSTETRICS, 



BY 



J. G. F. HOLSTON, M. D., Chaibmaji. 

The remark has frequently been made, that the printed tranenetioiui 
c^ the Ohio State Medical Society, are meager and barren of interest, 
and I really fear this remark has sometimes been made by those^irko 
themselves ought to bear no inconsiderable share <^ the blame for said 
meagemess. It is only by members feeling an interest, and proving 
HbeoT interert by actions instead of words, that the object of our as- 
sociation can be attained, and if individual members, I care not with 
what exoase, except it be mental or bodily inability, stand aloo^ in* 
stead of putting dieir shoulders to the wheel, it is no wonder the car 
of science should progress but slowly — ^it is only to be wondered at, 
that we have any reports at aU. These remarks are not thrown out 
ilkaaturedly or at random, but are die result of experience, for Com- 
mittee afber G^cimittee have complained of the same want of co-op- 
eration. We have sent out over 100 written and printed circulars, 
besides calling upon die profession iJirough the medium of the Medi- 
cal Journals, and the responses have been so few, that the subsequent 
report cannot, at all, be ccHisideiied as a fair expose of Obstetric sci- 
ence and art in Ohio, as exemplified by the practice of its medical 
m^ but simply as a collection of &cts and opinions, improvements, 
etc., which in the opinion of your committee were worth preserving. 
Publishers of obstetrical works have evinced the same chary dispo- 
sition; not a single new work on obstetrics, or new edition of an old 
one, has been forwarded to your committee, (upon their request,) for 
criticism and review. If, therefore, our report be meager, we must 
at least, claim as faithful servants, to have made the best use we 
could of the one talent entrusted to us. 

Few, however, as the contributions by the profession are in number, 
your committee feels constrained to bear testimony to the great ex- 
cellency of some, with which they have been favored, and would beg 
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leave piiticularly to lefer to the loigthy, labored and aUe essay of 
Dr. McMeens of Sandusky, in itself a rqport^ and tiie statLstioal toilet 
of our young friend, Dr. Culbertson, of ZanesvOle, whose busineas 
like accuracy in observing and recording ftcts, niight shame many ct 
us seniors. 

In addition to the circulars, written letters were addressed to some 
of the seniors of the profession, seeking information in regard to the 
history of Obstetrics in our state, but no responses obtuned.* 

The fixQowing is the circular as far as it relates to the suhjeot ofthis 
report: 

CIBCULAR. 

Dear Sir: Will you be pleased at your earliest convenience to an- 
swer the following questions, or any of them, at length if your time 
permit, due credit will be given in the report, to any gentleman who 
may communicate valuable &cts. 

Q. Ist Axe you engaged in the practice of obstetrics and how 
long have you been^ 

Q. 2d. Have you kept a r^stry of births, or can you, to some 
extent, from memory, state ^e number of preternatural presentations 
tfait occurred in your practice ? Their proportion to natural ones ? 
The mode of treatment? Success as regards mother and child? 

Q. 3d. Have you employed cephalic version? How often and 
with what success ? 

Q. 4th. Have you employed Ergot in difficult labor? With what 
result to mother and child? Is there in your opinion, a greater num- 
ber of 8lall-bom children where it is employed? 

Q. 5th. Have you seen cases of Puerperal fevers. Puerperal con- 
vulsions, Puerperal mania, Phlegmatia dolens. Trismus nascentium ? 
What were their causes, prodromes, symptoms, and results? 

Q. 6th. How many regular, irregular, and how many female prac- 
titioners are there in your district, and how is the practice distrib- 
uted among them? , 

Q. 7th. Are you cognizant of any gross malpractice in cases in- 
volving Medicolegal investigations on midwifery ? 

Q. 8th. Remarkable cases involing peculiar modes of treatment. 

Q. 9th. What are the fees in obstetric cases? 

Q. loth. Have you observed any marked results of the mental op- 
erations of the mother, on the physical organization of the child. 

*Siaoe writmg the abovoi the oommittee have the pleasure of aoknowledging 
two Teary valnalde reports from Georgia, and the Bame number from Pexmsylvania. 
Truly no political lines divide our noole profession. "No pent up Utlca contains 
our powers, tiie whole unbounded continent is ours," 
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It was of course not expected to famish a treatise on midwifery, but 
merely to ascertain the present state of the art and science. Your 
committee have therefore confined themselves mainly to those points 
involving matters of practice, not yet sufficiently agreed upon, and 
opinions more or less assented to by the profession. We shall com- 
mence with a brief survey of the history of midwifery in Ohio, up 
to the present state of the practice. Then, discuss some matters both 
of theory and practice, and lastly, say something about the literature 
of obstetrics, and medical education in reference to this branch — ^thus 
dividing the whole matter into three chapters. 

CHAPTER I.— HISTORY OP MIDWIFERY. 

The practice of widwifery among the aborigines of our countiy, 
was exercised by some antiquated squaws, whose services, however, 
were but seldom required. The Indian female, generally retiring to 
the privacy of a bush. After parturition, washing herself and child 
in the nearest brook, and resuming her march with the encampmenl^ 
carrying upon her back the papoos, in addition to the already too 
heavy burdien imposed by her lazy lord and husband In difficult 
labors, the midwife, however, came armed with various incantations 
and charms, which, of course, nugatory in themselves, had the power 
of sustaining the courage of the sufferer, and thus enabled her to tri- 
umph over difficulties, under which, otherwise, she must have suc> 
cumbed. Even in civilized society, the accoucher finds the stimulus 
of hope and confidence in his skill, two most powerful therapeutic 
agents in the lying-in-room. In addition, the Indian widwife resorted 
to vapour-baths, to relax the external parts, and endeavored also, by 
external manipulations, hippocrates like, to aid in the expulsion of the 
fcetus; applying the hand over the mouth, till incipient suffocation 
took place, was a favorite mode of treatment. Add to this the de- 
coction of some stimulating herb, such as pennyroyal, made in a cal- 
abash, heated by throwing red hot pebbles into the water, and you 
have the whole stock in trade of the Indian midwife. These were 
generally successful, because deformed pelvis of the mother, and 
malposition of the foetus, are apparently ' of much rarer occurrence 
among the Bed, than among the Caucasian race. Under such im- 
fortunate circumstances, the most brutal violence was, however, re- 
sorted to by the midwife and the husband, and their savage attempts 
to drag the foBtus from the uterus by main force, were generally 
followed, if not preceded by the death of the miserable sufferer. 

The first white inhabitants of Ohio, in thdr habits and manners, 
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tilated muoh to the abori^es. They were a hardy race. The 
pioneer mothers, of Ohio, many of them bred in the luxury and re- 
finement of oomparatiyely wealthy eastern and southern homes, soon 
accommodated lliemselyes to this radical change of life, and in their 
hardiness, fidrly outvied their red sisters. Blessed, however, as they 
were in the possession of husbands, whose sympathies were strongly 
enlisted in the sufferings of her, not his alave^ but his equal com- 
panion, the joy of his heart, the very life and light of the lonely cabin 
in the wilderness, she enjoyed comforts vastly superior, and even 
unattainable by the squaw. For weeks and even months, prepara- 
tion began to be made for the auspicious event. As the backwoods* 
man with pride, looked upon his teeming bride, his exertions were 
redoubled, to procure for her those things, which, at other times, 
stranger luxuries to his humble mansion, at the lying-in, were con- 
sidered indispensable necessaries. Coffee, tea, wheat-flour, sugar, 
some store-bought cottons and flannels, were procured at, to us, fabu- 
lous prices. Black Betty was replenished with the choicest old rye, 
and last, though not least, a sufficient supply of tobacco was also 
procured. The nearest settlers, to the number, perhaps, of a dozen, 
were made fellow-keepers of the family secret, and their wives slept 
with one eye open, and their shoes (if they had any,) under the bed, 
so as to be ready at the first summons, to haste to the assistance of 
their suffering sister. 

At last the long expected moment arrived. The alarm was sound- 
ed on the long tin horn or the conch shell, and a well mounted mes- 
senger or messengers dispatched for the more distant neighbors, who 
soon commenced to arrive, — men, women and children— fsome on 
foot, some on horseback, but all hastening to the frolic^ as these sac- 
rifices to Lucina were improperly called. It must not be supposed, 
from this description, that there was any sacrifice of modesty in this 
rude, good natured kind of fellowship, — the men seldom coming 
nearer than in sight of the chamber of mystery, lest they should catch 
sound or sight improper for the uninitiated. Children of both sexes, 
however, formed no small part of the assembly, and by their rest- 
lessness and squalling contributed much to the enlivening of the scene 
and the variety of the entertainment. A portion of the forces were 
appointed to tlie cooking department, and retired to the other room, 
if the cabin were a double one, or out of doors, where a temporary 
shed served as kitchen for the occasion ; while another and the larger 
portion devoted themselves to the express services of the parturient 
lady. The exclusion of males, however, was not rigorous. Father, 
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fiitiker-in-Iaw, brothers, and some old gray-beards, occupied the secdnd 
room, or lingered around the cooking shed, to be on hand for an 
emergency. The presence of the husband was also frequently insistr 
ed on, especially in times of difficulty, as a peculiar yirtne was sup* 
posed to be attached to the placing of the parturient upon his knees^ 
in preference to those of any other person. 

During the earliest period of the white settlements in Ohio, mid- 
wives fty profeaion were unknown among the whites ; and ifrom prej- 
udice, fear and hatred of race, the Indian midwife was undoubtedly 
seldom or never called ; but every mother of three or four diildren 
was supposed to possess a valuable stock of experience, and there 
were in every settlement several knowing old ladies, who in some 
former period of their lives had picked up some crumbs of obstetric 
lore, by hearing a doctor say, or seeing a midwife do, or, last though 
not least, reading Aristotle, the only work on midwifery supposed to 
exist, and by the fortunate possessor kept securely under lock and 
key from the prying eyes of rude masculines and curious youngsters, 
and bequeathed as an invaluable heir-loom to a favorite daughter or 
female neighbor — the midwife of the succeeding generation. 

The assistance rendered the parturient may be classed under the 
heads of preparing the room, personal support to the sufferer, and 
after attention. The room was prepared by carefully closing win- 
dows and doors, and building a huge log fire, as fresh air and cold 
water were considered poisons of terrible potency to the parturient 
The woman hersdf remained dressed in her ordinary garments, as a 
great part of the process was to be conducted out of bed and on feot 

The personal attentions to herself, during the early part of the la- 
bor, consisted in encouraging her to walk about as much as possible, 
supporting her back when labor pain commanded a halt, lighting the 
pipe, and urging her to draughts of hot tea, and may be a little whis- 
key. After locomotion became impossible, and she resorted to her 
couch, or more frequently some person's knee, half a dozen busy 
friends surround her at once, some supporting her back, others her 
knees, and others her hands, while all vociferated, '' Now, hold your 
breath 1 bear down as much as you can ! Now hush, or the men will 
hear you !" etc., etc., till the lusty cry of the newly arrived stranger 
directed their attention into another channel. Some one of the know- 
ing ones, or perhaps two or three by turns, had been watching the 
course of events, and now superintended the separation of the cord, 
and the removal of the infent, which was done with no little cere* 
mony, and was supposed to evince a very considerable degree of skill. 
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Hie oldest of the ladies present now put on her spectacles) and 
proceeded to the task of washing and dressing the infant, while an- 
other good friend, with more haste than judgment, tied a handkerchief 
rolled up into a cord, tightly about the middle of the abdomen, to 
prevent the rising of the mother — concerning which mother many 
fearful misgivings haunted their minds. The happy mother had some 
old garment tucked into her, and this was the only attempt at clean- 
liness till the third day, which, as well as three times three, viz. nine 
days, were considered as critical days. The whole matter wound up 
with a bountiful feast, at which all were welcome, and at which Black 
Betty played a conspicuous part. Till the ninth day, the woman was 
allowed no cold drink, or to put her hands into cold water^ but was 
vigorously plied with whiskey stews, etc., to keep her from being 
cold. Strange as it may seem, under this irrational treatment, death 
or imperfect recoveries were almost unknown, during this first or pri- 
mary period in the history of midwifery in Ohio — which, however, 
as settlements rapidly increased by imperceptible degrees, slid into 
the second period, or the reign of Grannydom. 

It could not be otherwise but that some one of those knowing la- 
dies mentioned above, a senior in years above her compeers, surpas- 
sing them also in zeal, intellect and acquired knowledge, or merely in 
recklessness and decision of character, would take the lead — acquire 
a wide-spread fame, as being good at such timesy and therefore be 
sought after, and long beforehand engaged by those of her fair neighs 
bors who expected to need her services. 

The midwife — for she really now became entitled to the distinction 
— ^would soon find those calls a heavy tax upon her time and strength, 
and would therefore first receive as a present, and afterwards claim, 
a stated salary for her services, — and thus was the profession initiated. 

Midwives also came among the newly arrived emigrants, some 
claiming to be educated ones from England, Ireland, Scotland and 
Germany, and possessing the potent charm of a license in those coun- 
tries — ^a document considered no way inferior to the diploma of an 
M. D. The knowing women were rapidly thrown into the shade, 
and the whole management of a case of labor devolved upon the gran- 
ny, who as commander in chief would issue her orders to the various 
departments, while busily engaged herself in — as they styled it — 
helping the woman. 

The compensation of the midwife was small, as we value money ; 
at first, amounting only to one dollar, and I believe never, even in our 
cities, exceeding three dollars ; and for this small modicum the gran- 
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ny oAen, ttt least in the coufitry, perihrmed in ftddlfion ihe part of 
nurse during the firsrt; week or till tl^ ninth day. And yet, suc^ was 
the value of cash, in the eariier stages of Ohio^s history, that many 
fiimilies in the country can trace their affluent circumstances to die 
cash earnings of their mother or granny. 

We fiincy some of our junior colleagues are, on the tablet of their 
minds, drawing a picture of that extinct genus, now only found fossil, 
"^the genuine Ohio Granny,*' and unconsciously reverting to some 
Kiss Nancy Emilia Strongmind, or Lucretia Ann Tightbreeches, in 
.Bloomer, hat and cravat, au &it, who can boast of the caudal appen- 
dage of M. D. stuck to her name, by colleges holding charters for the 
manufacture of feminine doctors, granted by sap-headed legislators, 
amd who can talk fluently about walking the wards of the Paris ma- 
temiti, or the Dublin lying in hospital, etc., and if niBcessary give a 
lecture to a promiscuous audience of men, women and children, on 
Love, Courtship, Matrimony and the Theory of Conception, without 
a blush on her pretty &ce. If these be your cogitations, my young 
friend, you are much mistaken. The Ohio granny was as much as 
possible the reverse of all this. She despised book lamin\ and had a 
holy horror of that most respectable class of the community to which 
you yourselves belong. "Tlie young doctors — ^pshawl what can 
such (snot nosed) boys know?^' It is true, sometimes our granny 
would get into a tight pinch, and some of those despised know-nothing 
boys would, to the great relief of the good old lady's own conscience, 
step in at the eleventh hour, and rescue a victim from the grave to 
which her want of skill would inevitably have consigned her ; and our 
granny, though ignorant and often ill-bred, was too honest not to re- 
joice at his success. That young doctor thenceforth was an exception 
to the general rule, when she had occasion to speak of the class; and 
If he bore his plumes with becoming modesty, was sure to be taken 
under granny's protecting wing, and get many a fat case through her 
recommendation, though not ordinary cases of midwifery if she could 
help it. 

Our granny, too, though lacking refinement, generally possessed a 
good degree of genuine modesty and true femmine delicacy. She 
might open the deep store-cellar of her mysterious lore to a little bevy 
of admiring females, but in low breath, for fear the men folks should 
hear, who have no business to know anything about such matters. 
Procul, procul pro&ni was her motto, though not her words. 

Our Ohio Granny was sometiiing of a doctor, too, as well as Miss 
Nancy; but then, she never had her brains addled with Homoeopathy 
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aad Hydropathy, and the other pathka and 'ism» that find 00 much 
&yQr among her modem sisters. Her medication waa prinoipally 
restricted to babies and young girls, that had taken cold,— ^these were 
liberally dosed with ''yarb teas," that, in her expressive phrase, could 
do no harm, if they did no good. As, however, the notions exten- 
sively prevailed, that medicine is dirt, and that everything dirty has 
medicinal virtues, our granny, for external application, made use of thff 
ordure of cows and hogs, or ev^i human excrement^ by the eujjho- 
hious name of Underfoot salve. Sheep saffiroo, as sheep manure was 
called, and that perhaps some of us recollect with horror, was used 
in the form of hot infusion,^ as a sovereign remedy for making the 
measles come out. One old lady of your committee's acquaintance, 
long since gone to the spirit land, used to prepare a tincture of human 
placenta,* and administer it to chlorotic girls and those laboring un- 
der catamenial suppressions — as she said — ^with wonderful success. 
It done a power of good. 

During the latter portion of her existence, the granny had learned 
to employ salts and castor oil, which she religiously believed the doc- 
tors made out of dead people's &t, as they made the calomel out of 
their bones, — ^which latter powerful medicament, together with lauda- 
num and paregoric, were also sometimes found in the practice of the 
granny, even after glory had departed, and she was becoming seriously 
tainted with Thompsonianism. 

The personal appearance of our Ohio granny diffeved toto cash booi 
Hiss Nancy. A matron of ripe years, the mother of a large &mily 
of her own, she was commonly one of the stoutest and roughest 
women in the neighborhood, and presented two radically diffeisnt 
types — ^the fat granny and the lean granny, — ^the first usually of Ger- 
man, the latter of Irish lineage. The present writer now has one of 
each life in his mind's eye. The &t granny (the one that made the 
placenta tincture,) a lady upwards of two hundred pounds weight, 
would, nevertheless, mount her charger (when in great haste she rode 
astride) with all the activity of a girl of sixteen, and during the whole 
time of her presence with the sick woman, tongue and hand^ were 
kept going. We have often wondered how she was able to make a 



* Strange ss thoie varies of the human mind in our ij^otrsnt midwives 
■eem, their filthy prescriptionB are surpassed by the abominations of modern 
homoepathy* viz : ijachesis, Grotalin, Hydrophobin, Variolin, Laueonhin, Gob* 
norrhen, Oholerin, Dacrosyringen, etc. The venom of adder^^ njttl^nakes and 
mad dogs; the virus of small pox and gonorrhoea; the discharge of LeucorrhcBA, 
Fistula laehmmaUs and Oholera stool^ reduced to infiaitessimals, and given i« 
sugar pilla. 
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examination in a primqpara of small suEe, as her index finger 
was oertalnly half as thick as the writer's wrist But be it as it may, 
she was eminently successfol ; and having ushered nine hundred dni* 
dren into the world without (it is said) losing a single mother, and 
requiring the assistance of the doctor but once or twice, she died in 
peace, fall of years and honors, lamented by her fiunily, and r^retted 
by a large circle of her former patients. 

The second, of the lean, or Scottish or Irish type, raw-boned to a 
&ult, with a hungry look, active in body and mind, but totally illite- 
rate, commonly pursued her avocation on foot, unless a horse were 
brought for her accommodation. The wife of a wealthy &rmer, but 
avaricious to a fault, she would rather save his horses than her legs. 
She kept the notch-stick for half the community around her, and if 
she was not called to every case, it certainly was not owing to want 
of exertion on her part One of your committee, being in attend- 
ance on a lady with her first child, whose pains and outcries were ve- 
hement, stepped out of the room for a short season ; as the water not 
having broken, his presence was not yet needed. What was his as- 
tonishment, on his return to the apartment, to see the lady seated on 
the edge of the bed, her feet supported on two chairs, and the granny 
seated on a stool betwixt her legs, working away with both hands, like 
a dog di^ng for a ground hog, while ever and anon, as pain came, 
on, "There's a dear! Bear down with all your might — ^the next pain 
will bring it ! We will have all over before the doctor comes," etc. 
So eager was she that the doctor's presence was not perceived till he 
tapped her on the shoulder and ordered her to withdraw, which she 
did with a rueful countenance, telling the patient "you will be sorry 
for that," — directing, however, as she lefk, some of the women to give 
her a little flour and water, to settle the mother. Hie patient was 
safely delivered the next day. This one was not as popular as the 
first mentioned; but, singular, as it may seem, she never, to the com- 
mittee's knowledge, killed a woman entrusted to her skeleton hands. 

Though both classes were equally ignorant, the lean granny was 
the most meddlesome and mischievous ; and if the mother escaped, 
thanks to the vigor of her constitution. The infant oflben succumbed 
to her want of skill and ferocious exercise of brute strength. We 
have reason to suppose, and the supposition is confirmed by our ven- 
erable senior, Dr. Allen, that our midwives had a knowledge of the 
ecbolio powers of Ergot, and employed that powerful drug to increase 
the pains and speed the delivery, always without reference to any just 
therapeutic ground for its administration. Let an example suffice. 
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The writer was called to a lady in labor, where a granny of the bony 
kind had been in attendance all night. He found the patient on a 
feather bed, on the floor, near a huge log fire, her abdom^i and thighs 
bare, and the granny kneeling betwixt them. (By the bye, this seems 
to have been a favorite position with many.) A stream of blood ex- 
tended from the bed across the floor of the apartment, that was filled 
with sobbing and sighing men and women. On the arrival of the 
physician, the granny arose, and having somewhat more decently cov- 
ered her unfortunate patient, stated that the labor had progressed 
well till the water broke; that then the feet had come down, and the 
foetus had advanced as far as the shoulders, when she had pulled down 
the arms, but could not get the head, although she pulled at it till her 
strength had given out; which was her reason of sending for the doc- 
tor, who she supposed was younger and stronger than she. Another 
thing that had troubled her much, was, that a large loop of the navel- 
string had followed the arms, and " Oh doctor, how it did wriggle and 
thump, like a snake ! I tried my best to hold it still, but could not, 
for a good while ! But finally it quit, and I tell you, doctor, I was 
mighty glad of it." Having quietly informed her that by her brutal 
ignorance she had murdered the child, the writer proceeded to deliver 
the foetus. The cord prolapsed and the chin was hitched over the 
pelvis. Shoving the head to one side, it immediately passed out of 
the vulva. The vertebras of the neck were dislocated at least an 
inch asunder, and had' not the granny's strength failed, she would have 
pulled the body away, leaving the head behind. 

Here we will mention a gross case of malpractice of a so-called 
Dutch doctor^ of a similar character. The writer was consulted by a 
German woman aged thirty, and seven months pregnant of her sec- 
ond child, concerning the propriety of premature delivery, as she had 
been assured that she could never bear a living child, on account of 
deformed pelvis, which was alleged as the cause of her first child's 
death. Upon examination a medium or rather small pelvis was found, 
but no deformity. She was accordingly advised not to have any in- 
terference till the full term; and, upon enquiry, was told that the 
charge would be ten dollars, as they lived in the country. A few 
days afterwards she was seen by the Dutch doctor, who told her he 
could do it as well as anybody, and would only charge five dollars. 
He was accordingly employed. The case proved a breech presenta- 
tion. The doctor, being drunk, endeavored to drag away the child 
by main force, and, failing, called on the husband and two other men 
for assistance, whose united strength, aided by King Alcohol, succeed- 
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ed in dra^;iDg away the body, leaving the head. The doctor thes 
left. Hearing, next day, of the wretched case, and that the woman 
was still alive and strong, the writer, contrary to his usual practice, 
from sheer pity, sent word that the woman might perhaps be still 
delivered and saved ; but, in his indignation, dropped the incautious 
vemark, that it was a pity, but it would cost the penurious husband 
one hundred dollars, — ^which remark being also duly reported, the 
husband quietly observed, '' By sure, I can't aSbrd to pay one hundred 
dollars for my wife!" She lingered some thirty hours longer, and 
died undelivered. The doctor fled, and the husband, in a few months, 
married a partner sufficiently broad across the hips. 

It was the nusfortune of our grannies, that they did not improve 
— ^the longer any one practised, the worse she became. This was 
natural, for, having no scientific basis to cast their experience upon, 
they ascribed the success due to the powers of nature, to their own 
skill, and the virtue of the various charm-like remedies, descended to 
them by ancient tradition, and placing this improper estimate upon 
their own efficiency, some of the older midwives, strenuously opposed 
the sending for a physician, till, as in the case related above, they 
were fiurly worn out by physical exertion; having become sq per- 
fectly complacent in their own merits, as never to dream of any pos^ 
sible superiority over themselves, except in physical strength. All 
our midwives, notwithstanding their rugged appearance, and frequent 
exhibition of power, were to use their own phrase, powerfully weak. 

It might be supposed that the midwives of foreign growth, graced 
too,' with a license, would form honorable exceptions, having, as was 
supposed, received a thorough education in the old country, at least, 
as &r as midwifery is concerned. 

In our larger cities, some of this class are yet to be found, and 
those members of society, whose lot it is to come in their way, will 
bear the committee out in saying, that they are even worse. That 
from the very commencement of their career, they are characterized 
by all that presumption and reckless daring, which some-~not even 
the majority of the entirely uneducated midwives, acquired in the 
hardening of a quarter of a century. 

In England, the midwife is licensed by the Bishop, to whom she is 
recommended as a fit person. He examines her chiefly on the creed, 
the articles of the church, and the catechism; also whether she would 
be able to administer the baptism of necessity to a new-born infant in 
immediate danger of death. And having thus satisfied himself of 
her theological soundness, he administers an oath to. do her duty to 
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cense to practice in the diocese, and becomes a lioeiued tmdvilb, who 
by law, enjojrs soise pivil^es oTer tha luyio&Bfled one. 

In Geima&y t&ere are schools for the eiucatioii of midwii^QB. The 
oa&didateB, generally joang widows without means, are admitted to 
these schools ij^on the recomtnendatloii of the ccnnmimity, setting 
ferth that she is a perscm of good niioral character, apt to learn, of 
agreeable ^position, and witiiout blemish in her rqwtation, also 
that an additional midwife is needed. (The numbor o£ midwives, as 
well as phyttdans, in most of the Gennan States, is limited by law.) . 
Me now enters the school, where during the space of three to five 
months, she receives instnicti<m in the Diagnosis and treatment of 
natitral labor. She is th«i examined, swohl to do her duty, and to 
call a physician in all cases of difficulty and danger. She now re- 
ceives a license, and is sent back to her own village, as a licensed 
midwife, and as such, annomiced from the pulpit of the parish churoh.^ 
This system is still worse than that <^* England, on account of its 
improper c<^ection with ^ysidan& The midwife, though illiterate, 
and profesffii^ no other education than that afforded by her village 
school, profits in reality, but little by the instruction of the learned 
professors, and, though ehe may know the catechism of midwiiery 
by heart, does not understand how to practice its preci^>ts. Besides 
she is to judge of difficult preternatural cases, when she has not re- 
ceived instruction in those matters; while at the same time, having 
been ^cheek by jowF' with world-renowned professors and other men 
of science, she looks upon herself as but <me step lower in scientific 
dignity. On account of the comparative cheapness oi the services, 
and their ««^/>om^ capacity, thej engross in Germany the bulk of mid- 
wifery practice. The great majority of t^em, never read any more 
iit/e^ leaving the midwifery school, and never make the slightest ad- 
vsnoement and improvement. Their extensive praet^, however, 
prevents ^ejkdly educated medical man, from acquiring that manual 
dexterity, which cnfy practice can give^ so that, when the licensed 
midwife finally, at the eleventh, or half-past eleventh hour, declares 
the case dangerous, or p^rtematural, the learned but totally inexpe- 
rienced physician is but ill qualified to administer relief, depending as 
much on his hands as his brains. Tina is (me of the causes 
of the many terrible cases of malpractice occurring in our 
own coimtry, amoi^ the class of medical men, called Dutch Doctors. 

*Wfttliin the last year, a midwife, newly arrived, caused herself to be thus 
aa&Ofnaced fSrom several pulpits in the city of Zanesville. 
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W» mu0t| howwer, for the honor of the professiony here observe^ thet 
it is but one cauBe. 

In Germany, no one ie authorized to practice medicine, without a 
Diploma from the University, and in addition to that, the undergoing 
of a vigorous state examination. But beside physicians, the village 
pastor, the lady of the nobleman (as lady bountiful,) the midwife, the 
blacksmith, the hangman, and more particularly the barber, with the 
same prestige as the former barber — chirurgeon of England — all 
practice without leave, or license, and are except in some enormous 
malfeasance winked at. All those persons in our country assume 
the name Doctor, and as titles can be bought in many places, they 
find no difficulty in showing the parchment. Some years ago Pro- 
fessor Nagelli sent a warning letter, which was published in some 
of our journals, cautioning against those false diplomas. 

Having given a personal history of the various species comprising 
the genus granny, a few words will suffice in regard to their prac- 
tice. Our midwives used no instruments. With hardly an excep- 
tion, they never turned. Or attempted in any way, to change the po- 
sition of the fcBtus, and excepting the three great divisions of head, 
branch, or limb presentations, were unable to tell its position. They 
supposed that the bones of the pelves, had to open to let the child pass, 
and that the greatest difficulty consisted in the slowness of the bones 
to open, and the rigidity of the vulva. The help she gave the woman, 
therefore, in accordance with this theory, consisted in softening the 
parts by the application of a vapour-bath, and thus to subject, as well 
the Os as the Vulva, to the most violent and continuous stretching, 
for which purpose, the hand was often introduced into the Vagina. — 
As soon as any part, be it head or tail, could be seized, it was dragged 
forth with the tender delicacy of a dray horse. Hot teas and whis- 
key were liberally given, the woman was, from the beginning en- 
couraged to bear down, she was kept in the erect or semi-erect po- 
sition, standing, sitting on the edge of a bed, or on the knees of an 
assistant The Irish sometimes on their own knees, the Germans on 
a chair. All possible means were employed to increase the strength 
of the labor, and, only when the patient became thoroughly exhausted, 
was she allowed.to recline on a bed, often placed on the floor, near 
the fire. The sick woman's hands were held, and her back supported 
by some of her neighbors. 

The child being bom, a twisted handkerchief secundum morem 
majorum^ was at once over all the dirty clothes, tied around the ab- 
domen to prevent the rising of the mother, that otherwise might get 
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teto ihe woman^ft throat and dtolbe her, and the midwife applied her- 
self to the separation of the child. The cord was tied with two 
ligaments. The placental end tied ftst to the woman's thigh, for fear 
of being drawn up into the womb, and lost. The puerpera was now 
encouraged to blow into her hands, to slap them violently together, 
and perform various other gymnastics, < that had the effect of starting 
a pain, and expelling the placenta, leaving the midwife at liberty to 
dress the new cosmopolitan in becoming habiliments for respectable 
society. Having been washed and dried, granny took a bumping 
mouthful of whiskey, and spurted it over the babies head, to keep 
it from taking cold in the head, for which reason, the cap was also 
immediately applied, often thickly quUted and wadded — ^the fruitflil 
source of sore eyes and ears, affections that are now, since the cap 
is dispensed with, much rarer than formerly. The dressing com- 
pleted, the baby got some salt and water, to cut the phlegm, and 
a bowl of panadatic whiskey, water, sugar, bread and butter were 
prepared for the puerpera, to keep her from catching cold. Till the 
third day none of her garments were allowed to be changed, and 
until the ninth, she was strictly enjoined against drinking cold wa- 
ter, or placing her hand in that refreshing fluid. The babe was sel- 
dom applied to the breast, till they contained a large secretion of milk, 
and, till then, was nourished on catnip tea, with sugar and some 
bread crumbs, or, may-be, boiled milk thickened with flour. The 
result was, baby got colic and screamed in discordant notes. * Poor 
thing, (said granny) how hungry it is — ^baby sJiall have some more 
dinner — and the already overloaded stomach was forced to have an- 
other meal too large by itself, crowded into its little cavity, till 
baby went off into semi- apoplectic sleep, from which, to awaken with 
renewed screams. Epilepsy, infantile convulsions, icterus and many 
of the other ills that baby humanity is liable too, might be traced 
to tMs fruitful source, and have diminished in the exact ratio as 
more rational treatment of infants began to prevail. 

But, sic transit gloria mundi^ and the glory of grannydom^ was 
passed more than twenty years ago. A quarter of a century ago, 
Hiompsonianism in its most rampant vigor, occupied the position 
now held by Homoeopathy, and which, 20 years hence will be occu- 
pied by some other pathy or ism. Our granny alas! lost her char- 
acter as an independent individuality, and thenceforth became linked 
to quackery in medicine. The Thompsonians, like many other ir- 
regular practitioners since ; found that the regular profession, on 
account of their skill and knowledge^ possessed the intuitive con- 
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fidenoe of the parturient female, in cases where the midwife failed 
for very obvious reasons. How could she trust herself to the man 
whom, three or four short months ago, she had known as a black- 
smith a tailor, or a coal-di^er, when her old experienced midwife, 
who attended her mother when she was bom, and hundreds since, 
and herself two or three times before, and always had good luck 
formerly — ^was now completely at &ult. No^ her mind reverted to 
the grey headed Doctor, who had helped many a woman in simi- 
lar distress, or if he had departed to that bourne whence no trav- 
eler returns, she trusted that like Elijah's, kin mantle^ had descended on 
the young Doctor, his son, or that young man, that for yearo had 
been so diligently reading in the old Doctor's office, made up all his 
medicines and towards the last, seen all his cases, and had been 
away to the East among the Head-Doctors &c., dsc And thus 
the quack-doctor would be foiled in his attempts to get a hold 
upon the community, for in all times and places, the female has 
exercised the right of selecting the family physician. A ruse had 
to be employed. Even at that early day, pseduo-reformers began 
to cry out about men attending sick, or parturient women, and in- 
sisted on the necessity of female physicians. Our midwives were 
not slow in listening to the voice of the tempter, seeing that the 
male Doctors could be manufactured right off-hand, without college 
learning, or knowing anything about "Natomies, or digging up 
dead people, and cutting them up, they very naturally concluded, that, 
they being as those very doctors said, intended by nature to attend on 
the infirm of their own sex, half the time would suffice for them, and 
behold thenceforth grannydom and medical quackery, were in close 
alliance as they are to this day. The quacks gained their ends, for 
having the suspicions of their modesty aroused, but little more was 
required with many weak sisters, to throw them into the open arms 
of quackery — ^for surely, if she must employ one of those dreadful 
men, it would surdy be better to have one that was so very modest 
and had so high an opinion of the capacities of her sex — a man, in 
&ct, almost half an old woman himself. 

'It is a long lane, however, that has no turning," and as good old 
Bunyan has it, " Here the devil overshot his mark." ' The horrible 
blunders of the half granny doctors, (for be it known that even that 

great Lucifer of quackery, Thompson, got his obstetric lore, from a 
skillful woman,) nad gradually the efifect, after a short triumph, of 
driving those medical Centaurs and Tapiths* off the stage of my ac^ 

* As ancient fable represented those natures physically half horse, half man ; so 
morally the hybrids here mentioned, were hair donkey, half devil, half knave, 
and half fool. 
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Ikn, and BaiiQr in thB Ibnrtti aligft of oar luaboiy* 1h»t of •fanMl 

esAusMty male nadwHety^ of iriikh the regular profeaaioii always 
have held, and now hold Um larger ahare. The attempt latdy made 
of again introdueing a set of i^ale dootoiSi musti from the 'very 
o(niistitati<m of the sexes, just as stgnally fidl. For, while manismaOi 
and woman is woman, woman's ai^tions will repose oonfidenoe in 
man's intelleot, and her weakness, oonfidentially rest on hia strengihi 
and whatever theorelieal notions she may embrace, in her heyday of 
strength and prosperity, her day of affliction and adversity calls up 
the instincts of her nature. 

Every one that professes to practice medicine in Ohio, also pro- 
leases to practice obstetrics. Although I do not believe our homo»> 
paths stick to similia nmiUbus eurantwr^ nor do the cancer doctors 
apply thdr burning plaster to remove the unsightly abdominal tumor. 
The only kind of quack-doctors, that, even in Obstetrical practice are 
perfectly consistent, are that almost extinct race. The Thompsonian's 
proceed with No. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 6, steam, and begin again just as they 
would in any other case. The writer himself, some years ago, heard 
of a poor woman, under the emetic action of Lobelia, say to her 
Dr : Oh Dr. I eanU puke it up no how/ The statute lately 
passed, requiring a registration with brief remarks of all cases of 
midwifery treated, it is confidently believed, mtt, by exhibithig in 
contrast the results of scientific and empiric practice in this branch, 
do away with much of the quackery now existing, and your com- 
mittee, therefore, urgently advise a compliance with the requirements 
of the law, which, however, to judge the profession by our correspon- 
dence, has, hitherto, to a great extent, remained a dead letter: The 
fees for obstetrical services, on an average, seem to be five dollars 
for ordinary cases. In our larger cities the charges are sometimes 
higher, in the country ofiien less. 



OHAPTEB II.— THEORY AND PRAOTIOE. 

§1. Frequency of midwifery and natural labor. 

In treating on these subjects, the committee shall confine 
ehi^y to those matters,' indicated in the dreolar, and first conaider 
the subject of maternal mental influence during pregnancy^ upon the 
foetus in utero. Our correspondence is peculiarly meager on thiffub' 
ject. Indeed so difficult is it to distingniib ^pfcpt^r hoc and jhmI 
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koe in those oases, as to east a doubl <yrer ihe wliole affii^. B&Biy^ 
times mothers imagine that by some violent emotion of their mind, 
diey have impressed a m^rk upon dieir unborn of&pring« Aft«r si^ 
fcring tiie most dreadful suspe^ for inondis, the expected stranger 
arrives, and to the anxious enquiry of ihe troubled mother, is re- 
ported ^All right." At other times, unexpectedly some dreadful de- 
formity or disfigurement presents itself, for whieh, l^e mother either 
cannot account at all, or does so, only affcer severely taxing her ree* 
oUecticm in r^ard to ail the litfie incidents ooeuriDg during her pre|<- 
nancy. Hence it is, that many phymeians d^iy tMs kind of iniki^ 
ence in toto. On the other hand, we believe all women are fidly 
p^vuaded of its truth, and many are the various marks supposed 
to represent fruits, fire, &o., as well as some cases of deii<»ent or* 
gsnlzation, in which tlie mothers most emphatically declare timn to 
have been the results of marking during pregnancy, and that th^ 
were conscious of it at the time. Two examples, but very striking 
ones, may suffice. A child, five or nx years old, was brought to 
tiie writer by its &ther, to be operated for club-^oot, existl^ 
in one extremity. The fitiiher, who resoded at the distance 
of some twenty miles, had carried his child b^ind him, on horseback, 
and thus returned the day after the section of the tendons had 
be^ made. Half way on Ins route to the physicians, he had stofqped 
at a tavern for dinner, where the kind hearted landlady (two or three 
months pregnant,) took great interest in the dbild, and exacted a 
promise from the fatiber, to stop on his return. He did st(^ but 
having met on the way, with his enemy, king Alcohol, who titwed 
Mm, he entered the village, whooping and yelling, and having called 
1^ landlady to die door, flung the duld to her in the most mde and 
barbarous manner possible. By energetic exertion, she saved it frona 
being injured by Ae M\j but observing some blood upon the bandage, 
felt an instant pain in the abdomen, and as inatantaneeuify conchded 
that she had marked her child, ^e was delivered at the full period, 
of a babe with ^ouftile-dub-foot, which the writer also operated on some 
twelve months after. 

The second is still more singular. A young married lady two or 
three months pregnant with her first child, then residing in a consid- 
erable village in eastern Ohio, had her att^tion directed by a female 
MenA to the singular deformity of the hand of a certain medical man, 
then in coiDpany, rss^mbli^ fresn the eoakseenoe of fte &igers, a 
foot more than a hand. SSie w»s aknfted at llie time, and foared Ab 
had maifcedber cUM. 



Al^thefiiU peikMl^ diewaslqr thai <kelor» daUirared olhse 6m 
ofaild, whose right haad preseaotod the exact oeaaterpnrt of his own.-^ 
The writOT, lately perlorined a siiooeaaful plaatio operaticni m the eaeev 
knows the lady from a child, and k satisfied tha^ die is eiuUrely above 
suspioion. 

We o(»ielud^ upoa the whole, that although no nervous emmeotton 
has as yet been traced between mother and child, we have evidence 
of ftereeut mflumee beizig transmitted to the child in utero, so as to 
pvodkiee violmit moticms of its tiny limbs, that influence, too, being 
often sflBtively of a mental character; and that, therefore, the possi* 
faiiity of marking exists^ but the laws thereof are as yet unknown, and 
the phenoiaenon itself is much rarer than is supposed. 

The maBagement <^ noHmil labor,««*«nd imder this head we oc»a- 
prise all oaaes that do not require any other special de^gnation tfasn 
jfi9i oases of labor, — ^is, with the educated Ohio practitioner, almost 
eafidttsively trusted to nature; no interference, exc^t an occasional 
eammination, to note progress and assure the female that she is not 
neglected, is permitted till toward the last, when the attendant wasp- 
ports the perineum and pr^ares to receive the young cosmopolite. 

The practitioner would not consider Ins patient sale till after the 
deliv^ of the placenta, and if not spontaneously expelled within a 
reasonable period, resorts to well-known simple means for removing 
it. The medical man's task, strictly speaking, is now done; but, frons 
the importance attached in the female mind to the bandaging of the 
woman's abdomen, and dressiog the umbilicus of the in&nt^ he is ex- 
peeted to give some attention to those two items. Formerly, many 
practiMoners were in the habit of themselves applying the bandage, 
and that over all the clothes the patient might happoi to have on, 
and which, more particularly in the country, was c^n her entire 
usual w^earing apparel, intdudmg quilted petticoats, etc, so that the 
bandage, far from being of any service, would only have served more 
dosely to confine wet and filthy garmoits to her person, had not the 
v«ry aet defeated itself, for bandage and clothes slipped up together, 
and the woman virtually had no bandage at all* 

Women, however, have now acquired the habit, and physidans 
when called in tune enforce it, to dress themselves especially for the 
object in view; dismissing their usual garb, a night*gown and chem* 
iae cottsfcitttte their clothing, the latter being rolled up so as to be out 
of harm's way, and her person protected by an old petticoat or a 
fUded sheet, which, b«ng lemoi^ after the conctuaion of the laboK, 
leaves her eemparattvely dean, and makes it possible to apply the 
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bandage as it should be, — its lower edge coiQcidlog with the pobis, 
the upper with the sternum, »o firmly and no mor€ as to give a pleas- 
ant support, and that upon the bare skin, tiuis preventing its slipping 
up and becoming useless or worse, — ^from motives of delicacy, the 
medical attendant merely directing, not performing, the operation. 

We cannot here too strongly insist upon the most scrupulous dean* 
Hness. Every soiled or wetted garment or bedding should be re* 
moved ; even her person should be as much as possible deansed, and 
the puerpera, being thus redressed for the oocadon, should exhibit 
no more evidence of her state than a deanly lady would during men- 
struation. We believe that this scrupulous deanliness is a most pow- 
erful safeguard against puerperal fever, and many other diseases of the 
puerperal state. We would not, however, go with those who, in fool- 
ish — shall we say quackish 1 — aping of hydropathy, have immediately 
after confinement ordered cold hip baths, (called Sitz-baths in a bar- 
barous, semi-German, fashionable phrase) for their patients. True, 
many survive, as they will almost any kind of treatment ; but even 
female instinct shrinks with horror from it, and we suppose we have 
seen some ill consequences, even death, traceable to its employmoit. 

Neither would we insist upon this immediate and thorou^ cleans- 
ing in cases of great exhaustion, but would content ourselves to make 
the woman dry and comfortable, by placing dry, warm clothes next 
her person ; but we would, in aU caus^ have all impurities removed 
before decomposition makes their presence evident to the nostrils. 

In r^ard to the after treatment, there seems to be too much of a 
disposition to treat the puerpera as a sick or diseased person, and 
prescribe more or leas rigorous dieting as well as some medicine. 
Now, to us the simple truth appears to be: — ^it is just as natural and 
healthy a process for women to bear children, as to eat and drink and 
digest food, and they are equally well adapted for it, so that the par- 
turient woman, having accomplished a natural labor, is not to be ccm- 
sidered sick or diseased, nor even as a person convaiesc^it from disease, 
as Moreau has it, but simply as a person having undergone sia extra* 
ordinary amount of labor of body and mind, perfectly conformable, 
however, to vigorous health. Best, quiet, abstinence from stimulants, 
and moderate nutrition, then, is all that is required. As she takes 
but little active exercise, her food should be somewhat reduced in 
quantity, and selected from the more readily digestible kinds, with- 
out, however, making any violent inroads on her accustomed diet, or 
die times of taking it Nature's own beverage, water, is of course 
allowed. Neither do we hold to 9dj rule, merdy deduoed from tiie 



66 

anmber of days after mnfinrnncnty as to the aitdng up of the patient} 
we are in the habit of directiDg her to regulate that matter by her 
feelings, without regard to days, cautioning them, however, not to go 
ahead of their feelings, but keep their bed whiTe they are most com- 
fortable there. By this simple rule we have often succeeded in hav«- 
ing ladies cheer their household with the light of their countooianoeS) 
in kitchen or drawing room, at so early a period as to raise the good 
monthly nurse's hair erect on her pate, with holy horror at such im- 
prudence, — nor can we point to a single disastrous result. What is 
true of the mother is still more emphatically true of the babe. The 
coleistrum in the mother's breast is just as sufficient to clear out tiie 
meconium of the young Lord of Creation as that of his most humble 
subjects. With these few remarks we dismiss pregnancy and nat- 
ural labor, and proceed to the consideration of 

§2. Tedious and Difficult Ldbors, more particularly in reference to 

Ergot as a Remedial Agent, 

Ergot has by various writers been as extravagantiy lauded as con- 
demned by others, and even yet the profession is y&tj &r from being 
unanimous in regard to it. It has been employed in lingering labor, 
from atony of the uterus, to excite pain; in cases of slight dispro- 
portion between the parts of the mother and foatus, as a driving pow- 
er; as an abortive and as a hemostatic in uterine hemorrhage; b^ 
sides, it has, upon analogies more or less remote, been employed in 
various diseases as a remedial agent, with which here, however, we 
have nothing to do. The forms in which it is employed are, in sub- 
stance, as a powder in watery infusion of the bruised grain, in tine* 
ture, vinous eth^rial or spirituous, in fluid extract, in oil of Ergot, 
and Ergotine. The same power is claimed for each of those forms, 
viz: the capability of exciting the uterine fibre to contract We do 
not hazard anything in saying that the mass of the profession admit 
that power, while a respectable minority in toto deny it. This dis- 
crepancy of opinion, however, in itself, is a sufficient proof that the 
drug is. by no means certain or uniform in its action, for nobody 
doubts the soporific effect of opium, the anti-periodic one of [quinia, 
or the laxative quality of castor-oil. The virtues of the drug seem 
to be possessed only by the fully matured article, and are rapidly lost 
by keeping ; so that last year's Ei^t may next harvest be considr 
ered inert It is just so with all the preparations made from it; for, 
though containing the Ergotine and oil upon which its action is sup- 
posed to depend, the power is wanting. The tinctures, wines and 
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of time. .Of thoiBe, the fluid extract---*Tilden's is partdotilarized — Is 
bj &r the best fonn:-«*it is highlj concentrated, pleasant to the taste, 
and will keep in an aetire state for yews, if well presenred from tiw 
air. While the mass of the profession admit its^ power of produelng 
oontractions of the uterine fibres after labor has begun, it is held by 
b«ft few that it is capable of originating them. Females who seek to 
procure abortion very generally resort to Ergot, but without success, 
though sometimes they pay dear for the attempt, by the supervention 
of Ergotism, as the peculiar state of poisoning produced by Ergot is 
called, of which an example may be found in Appendix N, where also 
the most favorable reports of its employment may be found. 

All who admit its powers consider it perfectly safe to the mother, 
in cases properly chosen. Not so, however, to the ofl^prin^^the 
majority believing that its employment increases the number of still- 
bom infants by a fearful rate — ^from fifly to one hundred per cent, 
even — ^which is by no means to be wondered at, as the contractions 
produced by the drug are of a continuous character, never for a mo- 
ment allowing the foetal head to recover from that compressioii whidi 
it must necessarily su^r in passing through the maternal pelvis. 
We cannot better close this paragraph than by some extracts from 
reports of Dr. Gaston, of Morristown, whom thirty-one years of 
practice-— Ae never lost a mother — renders somewhat of authority on 
that subject. He says : I have frequently employed Ergot in difii- 
eult labors, and I am not aware that I have seen any deleterious ef- 
fects to the mother from its use ; but it is far otherwise in regard to 
the child. Wheth^ Ergot kills the child or not, I do not know; but 
I do know that in the majority of cases in which I have used it, or 
seen it used by oAers, the child was still-bom. So fully has my ex- 
perience widi it convinced me of its deleterious effects on the child, 
tiiat nothing but stern necessity can induce me to use it The expe> 
rience of Dr. Schertzer, of Mas^lon, deducts similar results from a 
practice of thirty one years. O. D. Palmer, M. D., of Zelianopel, 
Penn., says: Ergot has produced a powerful effect in every case in 
wiudli I have given it, except one, that was supposed to be rupture of 
tbe uterus. It has been perfectly successful in every case of placenta 
previa where it was administered, causiDg one continned, persistrat 

contraction of the utems, thereby preventing flooding till all was de- 
livered. In every case where I gave it a half hour only before deliv- 
ery, the children were dead, and in every other case asphyxiated. In 
one case, where there- was obstmction of liie pelvis, the patient was 
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■0 oonyidsed with ejuyeauvB eflforts Aat I p erfia ated the emdom to 
fl£bot delivery safely to the mother. I oalj use it now, and havef(V 
asTeral yean, in flooding following delivery, where I have aJboayi 
fiynnd it sQccesafuL When this flooding is apprehended from habit^ 
I f^ve the Ergot in deooetion, just before the child is delivered. 

gS. SUitittici of NahuuL and Pretamahural Labor^ imduding aUo 

wom$ oikar mattert. 

It is to be r^;retted that the hurry of bosiness, and other causes^ 
prevent the medical profession from acquiring those regular habits of 
record keeping which would make their experience tell, not only upon 
themselves as individual practitioners, but extend its benefits fiur and 
wide, in regard to both space and time. As it is, we give such as we 
have received, comprising in some instances only a portion of the 
practice of the reporter, but consecutively^ and therefore available. 

We should have preferred a tabular form for the statistics, as then 
the field would have been much more eauly surveyed; but fix>m the 
expense and difficulty of getting such printed, we have to proceed 
seriatim. 

C. Jones, M. D., Massilon, Stark County, Ohio: 

Total number of cases registered, 422 

Shoulder or hand, 4^ one in 105.50 

Breech, ^ " 140.67 

Face, 3, " 140.67 

Cord alone, or with other parts, - • - 3, <" 140.67 
Gnd with hand, foot and head, - ' h "^ 422.00 
Preternatural presentaticMi, 14 

Natural presentation, 408 

Proportion between the two, one in 90.14. 

£. Gaston, M. D., Morristown, Ohio: 

Total nmnber of cases, - - 1240 

Arm presentations, 8, one in 413 

Plaoento previa, 4, "^ 310 

Pretematnral presentation, 7 

Natural presentation, - 1238 

Being in proportion of one to 161.86 cases. 

Tfau W. Gofdon gives firom memory, whidi however we know to be 
a tmarions one, the nnmber of pieteniataral presoitationa occurring 
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in eleven years practice, bnt not the number of natural ones. Sup- 
plying this defect by the average number fbr Ohio practitioners, titty 
per annum, we have 

Total number of cases, 5d0 

Hands and shoulder, 1 

Nete% 1 

Feet, 2 

Hands and shoulders, arms extending 4 or 5 inches from vulve, 1 
Preternatural presentation, 5 

Natural presentation, 545 

Or one in 109 cases. 

We prefer giving this number to the report — one in about 95 ; as 
we know the amount of his practice is fully up to, or more than the 
average. 

B. B. McMeens, M. D., Sandusky: 

We give here the statistics as we find them, but abstracting afW- 
wards what is not wanted for this part of the report Hie whole pa- 
per, however, of Dr. McMeens is so highly interesting, and the result 
of so much labor, that we have appended it as Appendix No. 1. 

Natural labor, .--.*-..- 190 

Difficult — ^Lingering, 20 

" — ^Instrumental, 15 

Preternatural, 19 

Complex, 15 

Total of oases, « 359 

Plretematural presentations, 19 

Being in proportion of one to 13.62. 

Howard Gblbertson, M. D., Oity of Zanesville: 

His is decidedly the most accurate and laborious report we have 
received, being in the form of regular tables, where every case is set 
down in its appropriate column, with such remarks as its nature may 
seem to demand. Begretting that the expense of printing such tables 
makes it impossible to give the whole as an appendix, we give the 
summing up of the colunms, but recommend the placing of the tables 
in the archives of the Sodety. 

Total number of cases, 126 

First child, - - - 19 

Subsequent birth, - - * 109 

Mother under twenty, * • 12 



Mother over twenty, 114 

Pull term, 114 

Short of term, 12 

Number of normal pelves, - - - • . • . 122 

Number of abnormal pelves, 4 

Number of normal children, 123 

Number of abnormal children, 3 

Mother died, 2 

Chilren died, -- 15 

Children died from breech presentation, ... - 2 

Numb^ of cases of peritonitisi .... 5 

Number of cases of other inflammations, - . - 4 

Phlegmasia dolens, ....... 1 

Ei^ot used, 2 

Face presentations, 2 

Breech presentations, 4 

Natural presentations, 120 

Total, 126 

Preternatural in proportion of one to 21. 

E. W. Howard, M. D., Akron: 
Matural presentations, about .... IMO 

Arm, in whieh ^ontaneous evolutioii and delhr^ took plaoe, 1 

Placenta previa, ...... 2 

Sace, ....-..- 6 

Preternatural presentations, * • • - 8 
In proportion of one to 188. 

Fred. T. Hurxthal, M. D., MamloA: 
Total number reported, - . • . . 125 

Breech presentations, •-...- 8 
Natural presentations, - - • - - 117 

In proportion of one to 15.62. 

Total number of oases reported, • 398S 

Natural presentations, ..... 3815 

Preternatural presentations, .... 48 
Proportion of one to 82.64. 

We have reoeived reports from Peonaylvania and Georgia^ but 
deem tbew not proper for this [daee^ aq^ refer to them in Appendixei 
2andS. 
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On comparing these different lists, one is struck with the singular 
discrepancy in the proportion of natural to preteniatural presenta- 
tions, in the practice of different gentlemen. 

The occurrence of particular cases, at certain times and places, has 
almost the appearance of an epidemic or endemic, and is no doubt 
subject to some law, as yet unknown. The chairman of this commit- 
tee, in twenty.five years' practice, never had a case of presentation 
of the cord till last year, and then three cases in immediate succes- 
non — two in neighboring houses in the same street. He never had 
any preternatural presentation in his own direct practice, except those 
of lower extremities, that offered no difficulty; had never hi his oim 
practice to turn — craniotamy once, forceps five or six times — ^though 
the number of cases attended cannot well have been under fifteen 
hundred. Were, however, consultation cases added to the above, 
there might be over forty preternatural cases mentioned; and it is 
probable that in some of the reports cases of consultation are thus 
included. 

It is also observed that face and breech presentations are counted 
among the preternatural ones. We have strong doubt of the propri- 
ety of this arrangement, for ordinarily they do as well as vertex pre- 
sentations, at least for the mother, though certainly they are some- 
vhat more dangerous for the foetus, but requiring, in ordinary cirw 
eumstaooes, no artificial interference on the part of the accouoher. 

It is &r otherwise with presentation of the trunk and upper extrem- 
ities, — artificial interference then becomes the rule, and relief by the 
unassisted powers of nature, by spontaneous evolution, as in the case 
of Dr. Howard, of Akron, and two cases reported at lei:^^ in Ap^ 
pendix No. 2, the very rare exception. 

We do not propose to canvass this entire field, but only refer to 
shoulder presentations and their proper treatment 

It is agreed that the position of the foetus must be changed, and the 
question is, shall we endeavor to bring down the head or the inferi(»' 
extremity. The head would naturally suggest itself, and cephalic 
version was therefore more in vogue among the ancients than podalie 
version. Hippocrates gives directions for effecting this change, by 
ixtemal manipulations — ^which he probably never tried himself, else 
their notorious inefficiency would have prevented any notice of the 
prooess in his writings. Subsequent writers more rationally directed 
iniemal manipulations, and the directions for the prooess found on 
page 508 of Van Swietni's oommwtary on Boerhaave, where it is 
quoted firom Deventes Navum lumen artes obstetricis caput XI pag. 
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177, in the followiiig ^rords, wluch, on aoooimt of their brevity md 
deamess, we here transcribe: ^*Si in7enerit, ateram recti pomtam 
humores in longitadinum expansos esse, si mode manum, modo pedem, 
aut etiam caput, aliqnatenus tangere potaerit, tunc opportunem tern* 
pus non negligat, judicans, satis protuberare aquas et tacta caput ali- 
quatenus sentiens, acqus membranam unguibus conpingat et protinus 
digitus caput in ostium dirigat, obstaculis quibus cunque manus sci- 
licet, pedis, funiculi umbilicatis remotis, quod turn &cile fieri potest, 
quia satis spatis suppetit. Capite hoc pacto in ostium inducto, non 
est, quod obstetrix metuat, idem inde recessurum esse; humoris enim 
effluxis, in&nti in utero recto, spatium non est, sese hue illuc yertindi; 
quia uterus statim contractus infantem undique comprimit.'' 

Cephalic version seems, however, to have fallen into disuse, for 
more than half a century, till its claims again were strongly urged by 
Prof. Wright, of Cmcinnati, who, in a prize essay read before this 
Society, gave luminous ixiotruotions for its performance, and iUustra- 
ted the practice by the report of several successful cases of his own. 
h is strongly suspected, however, by your committee, that I^.Wright's 
saeoess and fiivorable impressions, concerning tiie process, is more 
owing to his personal skill and great manual dexterity tiian to its ab* 
•cdute merits; odierwiae it would not have been so almost exolunyaly 
abandoned by the profession. Among our reports there is but a nn- 
gle one of an attempt at cephalic yeanAon, unsucoessftil on aooount of 
the very acddait the above quoted extract deems impossible, viz. the 
head being prevented from returning to its old positicm by the ooa- 
Inactions of the uterus, — ^for so it happois, the uterus does not always 
contract when the accoucher thinks it ought to. Undoubtedly, cases 
may occur where the pelvis is capacious, the os fully dilated, tbe 
membranes unbroken or just broken, and die head not far from the 
brim of the pelvis, in which cephalic version might be properly per- 
formed ; but in those very cases the podalic version is also so easUy 
and safoly performed as scarce to give the otiier a preference, (E^roC 
Jas. Hamilton, of Edinburg, even claims that it can be done without 
intsoduoing 1^ hand,) while the foot or leg certainly affords us a mueii 
securer ccmtrol over the foetus than the rounded head, that cannot be 
embraced with the fingers. Both manipulations must be p^ormed 
irithin the uterus, and it is submitted that i^B less InM the hand pro* 
seats the less violence will this oigsn suffer. We do not expeot the 
praotice extensively to prevaU. In this assertion we only echo Pre£ 
James Hamilton, of Bdinbui^, in his practical observations on tnid- 
wifery, published in Philadelj^ in 1888: 



muatf of Stntfboucg, and other practitioiieny to restore the old prao- 
tiboe (of "brmffog down the head instead of the feet), which they dig*- 
nify with the title of the Hippocratic method. That it may be useful 
aad proper in such cases to make the head the presenting part, the 
^giOxar admits; but these are exceptions to the general rule, which 
niely occur. Thus, in a few cases to which he has been called, on 
its being discovered immediately after the I^lpture of the membranes 
that the shoulder was the presenting part, he has succeeded in redu^ 
&J9g the shoulder and assisting forward the head. In those eases the 
patient had had a fieonily, and the uterine contractions were remarksp 
bly vigorous." 

For remarkable oases of midwifery and their modes of treatment, 
as well as some. lamentable instances of quackery, we refer to th^ 
fi>ttr appendixes, where a large number will be found. 

IHeeases of Putrperti W&men, 

Pueipeid ftrer, puerperal peritonitis, ohild-bed &ver, ito^ jiudgr 
i^|i»rded with horror by the obstetrioian. Tho«|g^ cholera and othar 
pestilences awe^ away their thousands, and d^pqpulate cities and 
ooi»itie«| they, Use toraadoes and earthquakes, affeot the mass of sOb' 
ciety, ao that the individual wav^ of woe is lost in the great deluge of 
afflietioiu Quite the reverse, puerperal fever invades the fiuni^ eir- 
ele, singles out the teaming mother, perhaps the bride of less than a 
year's matrimonial experience, just having giv^ to the world her fin^ 
bora. Or the hoyiored matrcm, the loving and fiiithfiil companion and 
firittid of a quaitsr of a century; coneentrating in hfiFsel^ all the dear 
BdatioBS of daught^, sister, wife, mother, and grandnvethert but in 
eiihm ease^ tiie very Cynoaure^ the life and light of her household^-^ 
Bebcdd her smklen, quailing beneath the pang of the dread deatroyer, 
that eountei^Boe, so lately radiant with joy--HQow of a deadly paUosr^ 
Ibaee beaoftieg eyes shnoiken and e(Mrp8e4ike, her lovely featuraa die» 
ftorled, cold perapintion oovmng her body, and the veiy atmaqphaaa 
avound her filled with deadly miaam. Who can witness sudiaeeina 
end net be wrung to Us very heart's core with ihe strongest eaaetiona 
of pity. But the physician must not idly i»^, he mvst act and sav% 
and, unp]K»aufifliig as thosp oaaes are, yet when they do not oecur epi- 
demioally, when but part and pareel of some v^uipmg pefdakofiHi 
emr effixrta are often erowned with suooeas. It is the voice ct <ba 
profeaaion, as fees we ean judge by r«q^iort| that the diaeasp in ita 
sporadic foim, is of a stvletly inflamnatoiy chaiiMlar, iav^Mngp 



hawevetf a variety 6f tiiasues (not necessarily fhe same in dt ease^) 
modified also, by age, constitution, and ftrmer heaMi, so Hiat it mnst 
in each incBvidual case — ^be treated jiro re nata, according to tdiat In- 
dividaafity. The fonr great anii-pUogistics, bleeding and opiam, jbr 
opium in large doses is truly such, play as might be expeefeed, Ae 
chief Tole, aided however, by every other variety of appliances liait 
the nature of the case may demand. Ihe first decided symptom of 
an attack of puerperal fever is generally a fixed, constant, agoninng 
pain in some part of the abdomen, mostly m the r^on of llie ntei^ 
or one of the ovaries, which, by degrees spreads, involving, finally 
fhe entire abdomen. As long as tliis pain is thus localized bleeding 
and bleeding ad Aoc, till this symptom is removed, or the patient fiunts, 
and again as Ae recovers from the syncope, fearlessly, decidedly, till 
tliat nucleus of disease is overcome, will seldom fiiil. But unfortu- 
nately that pain is at first by the patient and her fHends, mistaken for 
after pain, colic, dEc., and neglected till her haggard countenance and 
dying eye strikes them with terror. It is now too late for the lan^- 
eet, but our second great remedy, stall gives a hope, and will at least 
smooth the passage to the grave. In appendix — ^ a number of very 
interesting, skiHftdly treated, and well reported cases may be fimnd, to 
which we refer. But we must agahi insist that that scrupuloitti clean- 
ness of person and bed, IJiat coolness and quiet of the duunbw, 
whidi we so strongly advocated in a former paragraph, wiU do more 
to prevent, thtti aill our remedial resources will do toward caring 
sporadic puerperal fever. We must here make a passing remaric 
of the treatment of Dr. Terbrache of Glaysville of this state. He 
commences liie treatment by an active emetic, followed by carb. of 
ammonia and quinia in large doses, and claims great success. As, 
however, his practice is in a malarious district of countiy, tliat laot 
may account for the fitvorable results of the quinine treatment, whieh 
as a general ibing, seems to ns, ill adapted to cope with the disease. 
Terrible as puerperal fever is in its sporadic form, it is horrible be* 
yond description, when it assumes that of an epidemic. In some of 
these epidemics, every puerpera was smitten, and the smitten <me died, 
bi others, tiiough not exclusively fittal, yet was the mortality excess- 
ively great Many of us, remember the prevalence of the black 
tongue fever, or malignant erysipelas ihat desolated this state some 
seventeen or eighteen years ago — ^many, manf were the victims puer* 
pend fever then claimed as its own. In some districts, scarcely a 
cldld4)earfaig woman escaped. All t reat m e nt proved of but little 
ftvaQ in those tetrAle cases. Bot have |Aysieians a respondMlty hi 
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thifl matterf We f««r an awful one. fiome of tboae q^emioa hava 
baen aimoat oonfiiied to the practioe of a aingle physioiaii. The chair* 
man of your oommittee waa oognizaat of a case of this same kind, 
years ago, in a city of Central Ohio; a physician in high standing in 
the community, was said to have lost acme 20 patients in a ftw 
months^ wlule no unusual mortality existed in the practice of his c(d- 
laagues. Apolite note was addressed to him on this subject, but re» 
eeiTed no attention. In appendix No. three, will, however, be found 
a warning lett^ from Dr. Palmer of Zelianopel, Butler county. — 
Pre-supported by detuled cases, which render it probable, that not 
only may a jdiysician propagate puerperal fever from one patient to 
another, but, while attending on scarlatina, measles, small pox, &c., he 
may carry to the lying-in chamber, a morbid poison, acting as a fer- 
ment to the blood, and developing not that specific disease, but &tal 
child-bed fevers. However, happily, the disease is quite rare in Ohio. 

Puerperal convulsions, perhaps claim our next attention. When 
ooeuring during labor, d^ivery is considered a sine gtta non^ at least 
was, till quite recently the introduoticHi of chloroform has given us a 
n$w agent of the greatest power in this ternble affection — ^if not m 
specific, at least more certain than any previous mode of treatment^ in 
Appendix No. -— is a case of that kind. 

The treatment of Phlegmasia dolens, offers nothing new. Oentla 
antiphlogistic treatment with a mild alterative course of Hydrargyroa 

<Hr togeth^ with small blisters to different parts of the 

limb, constitute that treatment, slow but sure. 

We find no cases of puerperal mania in our correspondence, but 
iBrom the reports of the Lunatic Asylums it seems that some cases 
find their way to them. None of our correq)ondents say any thing 
in regard to diseases of the newly bom. IHtmue nascentiuai seems 
in Ohio, unknown. 

With those few remarks we dose this part of our report, and 
proceed to our third chapter. 



CHAPTER ni.^OBSTETR10AL LITERATURE AND EDXTOATIOIT. 

Although possessed of the most ample talent, and offering a wide 
and firuitful field for inveslagation — ^we believe Ohio, cannot as yel^ 
boast of an author in obstetrical science, and, even taking the whole 
United States as a theme for our remarks, we must complain of ex- 
o^ve meagemeas of literary productions in this most important and 



inteveskiiig branoh of medical aoieiKM. While ihe SuropeMi and par^ 
tioalarly the continental press, are teeming with new works on ob* 
stetric science and art; we, who in the youthfol vigor o{ our strength 
should lead, have not even been able to keep up with those great lead^ 
ers. Nothing but new editions of old works, and they perhaps chiefly 
rendered necessary by the smallness of former editions, have falkn 
fifom the press within the last year. We hope this reproach will be 
wiped off ere long. While in the republic of science, we recognizer 
neither East or West, North or South, while, neither the broad Atlan« 
tic or the swelling surge of the Pacific can offer a barrier to the com- 
munion of mind with mind, yet your committee must and do insist 
on the propriety of home productions for home consumption, in th» 
realm of science, as well as that of the arts. 

We consider our American medical associfttion as more particularly 
charged with the task of maturing a jvoper and as near as possible 
perfect system of medical education; but as many littles make m 
mickJe, it is deemed the duty of this society to contribute its share. 
It might perhiqps be cogently enquired, if the existence of five medi* 
cal coll^ies within our State, and three of them in the single city of 
CSnciDnati, were really necessary, or the heat means of educating oar 
students, and whether something would not be gained by concentra 
ting forces, and thereby, on the one hand, ofier a stronger front against 
the assaults of quackery, and on the other, offer to our rising genera- 
tion of medical men so much better opportunities, as to induce them 
to stay at home, instead of seeking for instruction and item a eke^ 
einn in some eastern institution. But so much has lately been said 
about colleges, that we do not feel like adding more, and after all a 
gtfuiine reform must begin in the office of the private preceptor. How 
many of us are prepared to give a good account of ourselves. Stu- 
dents are admitted without proper preliminary education. Now we 
do not mean that the medical studeat should understand Latin, He- 
brew, Greek, German and French, the Differential and Integral Cal- 
culus, and all that, though it certainly were desirable, if he were able 
to read that much coveted parchment, '* The Diploma," which, as it is 
to identify him as one of the learned, is couched in the language of 
the learned — the world over — namely, the Latin. It is, however, cer- 
taiidy indispensably necessary that he should at least possess a good 
English education, be able to read well, and digest what he reads, or- 
der his thoughts and commit them to paper, in a readable man- 
ner, possess the manners and address of a gentlemen, and be not ad- 
dietod to vicious halnls. It is feared that some Ohio practitioners 



like medJM stadenii not for the take of inrtruotkig them, nor evet 
for tlie sake of a fee, but sbnply to haye a serrant at all work, 
to keep the offioe in order, care fot the horses, etc, ete., and pro- 
Tided them tkingt be attended to, the subject of instaruction is of 
secondary importance. Students are taken in this manner ^o are 
known not to possess the means of qualifying thems^ves, by attend* 
hig lectures, hospitals and dissections, apd are allowed and enecmra^ 
to go into practice upcm the simple certificate of their preceptor. 
TMs is all very wrong, and must be amended. Again^ in few of the 
medical offices of Ohio does the student find any ftcilify for pursuing 
this so important lu'anch of his future profession. Beyond the &m 
wood-cuts in his text book he has no material of instruction, no large 
plates, no manikin, not even a female pelvis and foetal head, though 
the latter can be had for $10. 

Precq>t(»r8 take but little pains to give dinical instmoticns to theur 
pupils. All of us, and more particularly those who reside in the city, 
have always on hand a number of cases, who, unproductive to us in 
a pecuniary point of view, are not very particular as to who attends 
liiem, and have but few <^ those refined about them, tkat would ren- 
der the introduction (^ the student into the lying-in-<diamber isA' 
proper. Let the student be thoroughly indoctrinated, trained on 
the manikin, or pelvis and head, then take him with us, and let him, 
under our eye, acquire the first lessons of experience, and soon he 
may be trusted with cases of his own, as he always will have his 
preceptor to fall back upon, should something beyond his ken oc- 
cur. Above every other branch, midwifery cannot be successfully 
taught by oral instruction or reading, it is the actual experience at 
the bedside alone that can give that tact and cool self*possfssioti 
that are so necessary in the hour of dauger. 

We close our report by referring to our appendixes for interest- 
ing cases illustrating correct as well as malpractice. 



APPENDIX NO 1. 

KEPORT 7R0M B. R. m'mEENS, M. D. 

Jiro. 6. F. HoLSTOV, M. D. — Deait Sir: I ttke pleasure in com- 
plying with the fiivor solidted in your circular, and will endeavor to 
reply to as many of the interrogatories as practical experience will 
furnish an answer. 

I have included obstetrics in the general praetke of the profession 
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C>r the past nxteen yean, and contmae to be so empkrfed alike yni- 
ent time. 

I have k^ a registry of births, with a reoord of interestiiig cases, 
in whidi I have been individually oigaged, or oaUed in ooMaltatioD, 
with the exception of two years^ for tiie whole of that time. And in 
Mwwer to ike various inquiries comprised under that head in your 
ciicnlar, I diall adopt a sync^tical arrangement of oases, under the 
comprehensive classification of Bamsbotham. Whole number of 
oases registered, is 250; and, classified as reoorded and remembered, 
will stand as follows : 

1st — ^Natural Labors, 190 

Lingering, ) M 

Sd^DUIiettlt. V 

Instrumental, ) • 15 

ddr— Preternatural, 19 

4th — Complex, 15 

Of the lingering cases, a large proportion were dependent upon 
rigidity of the os uteri, resistance of the perineum, firm structure of 
soft parts, premature rupture of membranes, advanced age in first 
labors, or all combined; others to constitutional debility or delicacyi 
and others to the undue development of the footal head. 

The remedial measures usually resorted to for the above conditions, 
consisted in venesection, opium, antimony, and anodyne injections j»er 
anum, with warm fomentations to external parts, according to circum- 
stances and indications. 

Of the instrumental cases, nine were such as required the applica 
tion of the forceps, to e&ct delivery. In all of these, the head had 
engaged in the lower strait, and the pains quite or nearly subsided, 
from uterine inertia or physical exhaustion. Six of the children sur- 
vived the operation, without any injury. Three were dead, or pre* 
sumed to be, before their application. In four of these cases, I was 
only called, when the use of the instruments was urgently demanded, 
and two were the wives of empirics themselves. 

The remaining six were cases requiring the operation of Cranioto* 
my, from the head becoming immovably impacted in the pelvis, with 
encroaching exhaustion, from contraction of that cavity, and in one 
case from congenital hydrocephalus. 

PHvrxBiTATUBAL Labobs. — ^Thc cases enumerated under this head 
are nineteen in all, subdivided as follows: 

Breech presentations, 11 

Shoulder presentations, ••••••••& 



Voot pvQieiitatioii8» d 

Abdominal presentation, 1 

The breeoh presentations were unattended with any difficulty, bi 
the shoulder presentations, podalic version was resorted to in every 
«ase, seven of which resulted favorably to mother and child. In two, 
the foetus had been dead for some time; and th^ remaining two pre- 
sented obstacles of so peculiar and embarrasinng a nature as to re- 
quire some notice. 

Case 112, March, 1845. — ^Was sent for by Dr. A. Hepburn, with di- 
rections to bring a full supply of obstetrical instruments, to see Mrs. 

S' , six miles from Tiffin. The Dr. had found the patient in a 

otate of extreme exhaustion, under the following circumstances: — 
^ Had been in labor for thirty-six hours, under the care of a Grerman 
midwife, who had brought down the arm, and attempted to force 
delivery by violent traction, which had dislocated the arm from the 
dioulder, and drawn it some four inches from its articulation, by 
stretching the integuments; had then endeavored to twist it off; fail- 
ing in this, she abandoned the case." 

Upon examination, we found the thorax of the child wedged in the 
cavity of the pelvis, the fractured extremities of the ribs projecting 
into the vagina. We first separated the arm from the body, by divi- 
ding the twisted integument; then forced the thorax out of the pelvis, 
reached the feet, turned and brought the hips to the world, where the 
further delivery was arrested, by the entanglement of the broken ribs 
upon the walls of the pelvis. These I endeavored to manage with 
my hand, to prevent laceration of the parts; but finding it impossible 
to do so, I passed a tape, by means of a double cannula, around the 
chest, and compressed the ribs upon the body of the child, and, with 
the assistance of my hand, succeeded in ejecting deliveiy. The pa- 
tient eventually recovered, but suffered for a long time from a partial 
paralysis of the lower extremities, and offensive discharges from the 
vagina. 

Case 155, March, 1851. — ^Was requested by Dr. Tilden to assist 
him in the delivery of a stout Grerman woman in Sandusky, who had 
been in labor for twenty-four hours, and in which he had made several 
unavaUable efforts to find the feet, with the view of effecting podalic 
version — the presentation being transverse, and all the circumstances 
apparently favorable for such an operation. Upon examination, I 
readily detected the abdomen as the presenting part; but in passing 
my hand upward, in the ordinary direction for finding the feet, was 
also unable to reach them. . I then introduced my leffc hand over the 



aide of the body, and found the feet direotly upon the lokis of the 
ehild, ftnd, by a gentle degree of traction, rotated Ae body, and 
delivered — the abdomen paaaing under the arob of the pubisy and the 
^rartex swe^ing the ooneavity of the saerum. The fcetua was dead, 
Mid presented the anomaly of a congenital curvature of spine, poste- 
riorly, estabtishing a complete and permanent opisthotonism. 

Complex Labobs. — ^Under this class, I include all those cases atten- 
ded or immediately followed by conditions or complications of espe- 
cial difficulty and danger, indirectly induced by, or super-added to, 
those already considered, which I shall arrange and notice in the fol- 
lowing order: 

Oases of Placenta Previa, 4 

" ' " Puerperal Convulsions, 3 

" " Adherent Placenta, 4 

" " Concealed Hemorrhage, 2 

" " Unconscious Delivery, 1 

" " Puerperal Mania, 1 

Cases of Placekta Previa. — Ocae No, 16, 1844. — Mrs. E. H , 

thirty-five years of age, one mile from Tiffin, near fhll term of gesta- 
tion, was suddenly seized with a sharp pain, immediately followed by 
profuse hemorrhage, while engaged over the wash-tub, syncope soon 
succeeding. She was put in bed, and messenger despatched for aid. 
Saw her in one hour after the accident; found her pallid and pulseless, 
bathed in cold perspiration ; clothing saturated with blood, which was 
dribbling through the bed, and running over the floor. On examina- 
tion, discovered the body of the placenta protruding through the os 
uteri, which was lai^ely dilated, the blood still streaming from nu- 
merous vessels. Forced my finger through its substance, and rup- 
tured the membranes; but on removing my hand, found the patient 
had already expired. The prodromes of this case were — ^that she had 
passed through a most perilous course of puerperal fever, about a 
year previous, which was ultimately cured by the inunction of the 
abdomen with strong mercurial ointment. 

Chue No. 97, 1847.— ^Mrs. H. R, of St Qair, Michigan, a small 
delicate woman of strumous habit, presumed to be seven months ad- 
vanced, was seized with irregular pains and frequent floodings, but 
small in quantity, after riding a distance in a lumber wagon. Exam- 
ination revealed the os uteri dilated to the size of a shilling, with 
shreds of coagulated blood hanging from the orifice. A sOk hand* 
kerchief wrung ont of cold water was introduced as a tampon, cold 
dotfas over the abdomen, and lead and opium given intemaUy, whieh 
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aftettod Ike flow Ibr the tinfi bikig, btt iriiUh ratamad upon ervry 
remoyal of die tampon, and oontanued so to do for the space of a 
week« In (ihe maantime alum water, taanin and et^ were added to 
the other medioinea. Ibe hemorhage still increasing with every re- 
moval of the tampon, and more intraotaUe in diaraoter; and the 
patient beooming exsmguious in appearanee, with sadden fits of head- 
ache, noise in the head, occasional and severe cramps in the limbs and 
ibdomen, manifested clearly the necessity of more active measures. 
An examination was again instituted* Os uteri found considerably 
dilated, and easily dilatable ; the fibrous body of the placenta sur- 
rounded the whole orifice. I made an effort to discover the extent of 
its attachment, by detaching it from the uterine walls as I proceeded* 
Blood flowedfreely, the border of tlie placenta was fortunately found, the 
membranes ruptured, and a degree of contraoticm secured. The ergot 
was then freely given to excite expulsive action, and tampon occa- 
sionally used to restrain hemorhage. For three successive days no 
progress was made ; the patient constantly harrassed with cramps, 
nausea, syncope, and cerebral sufferings. The dischaiges becoming 
offensive, and symptoms of exhaustion prominent, I resorted to ford* 
ble delivery, by bringing down the feet. This was acccMnpIished with 
lees difiiculty than was apprehended by contraction excited by com- 
pression and fi^ction over the body of the uterus. A quantity of 
blood was again lost, upon separating the placental attachment, and 
the patient so much exhausted that little hopes were entorteined of 
her recovery. She slowly recruited, but became generally anasarcous, 
bloodless and bloated in countenance. All the restorative measures 
my ingenuity could devise failed to establish her health, and Ae ulti- 
mately passed into the hands of empyrics, but still remained, aa long 
as I could learn, extremely debilitoted and Dropsical. 

Cote No. 118, 1848. — ^lirs. R., of Newport, Michigan. Called in ocxi- 
sultati<Hi a distance of eight miles. Her medical attendant had been 
endeavoring to control the excessive hemorhage for twelve hours, widi- 
out success. I found her exceedingly low and faint from loss of blood, 
OS uteri largely dilated and placenta presenting. On consultation, 
condttded to force delivery by poddic version, as the only resource 
lefb for the safety of the mother; but before this could be done, she 
sunk into a syncope from which she never recovered. 

Case No. 159, 1851.— Mrs. G., of Sandusky. Was called by Dr. 
Lane. The patient bad been seized with one or two severe pains, fol- 
lowed by the disdiarge of a large quantity of blood, after which all 
pain subsided, a degree of hemorhage continuing. On examinatfam, 
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feoftd th» luuid and * poarfdon«f ikd fhoenlii l&w dovm In die vaf{iiML 
Podatio venicm ws jmioedlialaly rewMrled.to, and aooompHaiied with- 
out difficulty or injuiy to tibe cidld. 

PuBBPBRAL C(»iTULSioKB. — ^Of the Areo most violet cases of tbis 
kM, in OBO the first evideiioe of labor was ushered in durii^ a seines 
of most firightftil coj^Tulsions, and to hasten deliveiy the mernhnmes 
w«re ruptured, and the process soon terminated. The oonyulsicHMi 
were oombated by early and free y^ieseotion, aoliye catharsis, elevar 
tk» of die head, with amplication to the same of cold water by affii- 
sion and douche. In another instance ecmvulsion occurred at the same 
period in two different confinements of the same person, and appeared 
to be excited and suddenly developed by the painful distension <^ the 
perineum while the head was IbroiUy passing that outlet, and disap- 
peared immediately upon the expulsion oi the foBtos, widiout any re- 
eurrence, while the patient would gradually recover, without the least 
r^ci^lection of the circumstance. In die third case they were induced 
evidendy by concealed hemorhage. I was sent for in haste in oonse* 
quence of syncope, and Ibund the uterus enormously distoided, istrO" 
duced my hand to remove the clots of blood, compressing the body 
of the organ at the same time widi die other, and after the escape of 
an Immense quantity of coagulated blood, she was seized with c(nivu1- 
MODS. These were met by the administration of tmci opii, eam^dior 
and ether sulphuricus ; considering them to be sympadietieaBy exi^« 
ted firom the poweri^ o{^>re6fiion during die distension, and iheshoeks 
of sudden reaed<m occasioned by its rapid removal. 

AuHBaBV^r Placbkta. — 0£ all the difiicukies 1 luwe as yet encoua^ 
teved in obstetrical practice, none have embarrassed and tried m^ so 
sorely as cases of the above t^iasaeter. The first case was that of a 
young and robust countrywoman m her first labor. The delivery was 
n^d and easy. AHer waiting a proper time, and no aft«r psffis oo> 
eurrii^, 1 made a slight traction upon the funis, which immediately 
Cftme away, with a small portion of spongy and morbidly pultaceous- 
plttoeota, feUowad by sinne considerable hemorhage. I introduced 
my hand to grasp the whole mass if possible, and bring it away, but 
Ibimd it stiii attached in its whole circumference, and in attemptmg 
to separate it, small portions would be detached readily, and fiill in 
many fragments, while other parts could not be separated without 
great force, and then be followed by much hemorhage and severe pain. 
After many and long ccmdnued effortsi had to desist^ from the loss of 
Uood sustained^ fi^om an hour-glass contraction supervening, and from 
egn^ssiveinitahifity of dieextsisal parts, and to tnait to dme and dwnoe 
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for its ultUmile eipulrioii; nUeving pain by free d<^ 
aging oontaraotion and controlling hemorhage by ergot, and aaeisting 
the discharge, and correcting their foetor, by vaginal injections of chlo- 
ride of soda and infasion of anthemis ; febrile excitement and nervous 
distress allayed by nitre hyosciamus and ipecac in combination, and 
the system supported by chicken broth, wine whey, &c. After six 
weeks of constant attention and ceaseless care, she eventually recov- 
ered, and bore a number of children without any return of the like 
condition. So offensive and profuse were the dischaiges at one time, 
as to impregnate the whole house with the odor, rendering it untena- 
ble for the family. 

The next case of most importance occurred in Sandusky. The pa- 
tient had been delivered by Drs. Austin and Tilden, who had attempted 
to remove the placenta, but was unable to do so, from the force required 
to separate its attachments, with the excessive hemorhage that followed 
every effort made, with the untoward symptoms of physical prostration. 
At this stage of the case I was called to assist them, and after great 
labor and careful management, succeeded in securing its complete de- 
tachment 

About fifteen months subsequently, I was called to attend this wo- 
man in a second labor. Apprehensive of a like condition, I desired 
counsel before proceeding to take charge of the case. To this she 
objected, as she had suffered so much from o\a alternate manipulations 
before. The pains rapidly increasing, parturition was soon p^ected 
without any difficulty. After a proper time, I proceeded with precau- 
tion to an examination of the placenta. I found it firmly adherent, 
unnaturally fibrous and rough to the touch. I thereupon attempted 
its detachment,^ by forcing the palmar surjEeuse of my fingers along the 
walls of the uterus, pealing it off only with great labor, discovering 
it to be of a calcareous character, giving a sensation of sandy gritti- 
nees, and to satisfy myself of this fiict, pinched off a portion for ocu* 
lar inspection. It proved to be filled with small calcareous particles 
of a white and earthy character. Before completing the detachment 
she expired from loss of blood. The remaining two cases were morw 
bid adhesions of the ordinary kind, and after prompt and careful man- 
agement terminated fiivorably. 

CoHOEAuo) HxMORHAox. — ^I was Called to see a woman reported 
to have been delivered of twins by a midwife, who asserted there was 
yet another fcetus, which she was unable to secure. Before arriving 
at the place the patient had expired, and upon investigation, discovered 
the case to have been one of the above chaiacter. The midwife pre^ 
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nmiiig tii9 protubenmoe of the abdomeiiy«addiateniuoQof tbe uteruSi 
to depend upon the existence of ecother child. But by making com* 
IMreeBioQ over that oi^an, a large quantity of dota of blood escaped, 
and the prominence at once disappeared. The only &tal case of the 
kind I have ever met with, and the result undoubtedly of gross mis- 
management. The other was a case that nearly proved fatal from the 
same want of attention. 

UvooNscious Dblivsrx. — During the prevalence of cholera in this 
city, in 1852, a healthy Englishwoman was attacked with the diseasCi 
when about in the eighth month of her pregnancy. The onset was 
violent, and she rapidly passed into the stage of collapse. This was 
not extreme; though powerfully prosti'ated, she was perfectly con- 
scious and able to converse, pulse perceptible at the wrist, and reac* 
tion obviously ensuing. She was allowed to partake of chicken broth, 
which was relished. She fell into a quiet slumber for some hoursi 
j[rom which she did not awake until my arrival. She expressed her- 
self as feeling improved and refreshed by her sleep. Accidentally 
placing my hand upon the abdomen, found it had entirely subsided, 
and to her astonishment the foetus, enclosed in its membranes, was 
found in the bed. She could scarcely be convinced of the fact, and 
ppx>tested her entire unconsciousness of any pain or disturbance what- 
ever. The foetus was large and fully developed, no hemorhage what* 
ever occurred, and she had a rapid recovery. 

PusAPsa^L Mania. — ^I have met with but one case of this charac 
ter, in its complete development. The lady was under the care of 
Dr. Tilden, and was recovering as rapidly as usual after a rather se- 
vere labor, for the first week of her confinement, when she began to 
exhibit the peculiar derangement and incoherency of puerperal mania. 
She manifested great repugnance for her child, and dislike toward her 
husband, became distrustful of her physician and nurse, imagined her- 
self possessed of immense property, was garrulous, and frequently ob- 
■oene in her language, deepless for several days and nights. The 
Dootor had procured sufficient catharsis, and administered anodynes 
md pladboe without any amelioration. There being a decided febrile 
exaeerbatiOQ every evening, we concluded to place her upon the con« 
tinned use of full doses of Dover powder, alternated with a combi* 
nation of camphor and hyosciamus, and she slowly improved under 
thdr influence, and afterwards sank into a long and quiet slumber, 
from which she awoke entirely relieved. 

£i(vi.QT]iSHT or Ergot. — ^I resort but rarely of late years to the 
use of this article during the process of parturition, as I believe the 
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special indications demanding its aid, are seldom sufficiently conjoined 
with all other circumstances to render it entirely unobjectionable. 
Lingering labors, from uterine inertia alone, are comparatively rare, 
and when the result of rigidity of fibre, structural resistance or me- 
chanical obstruction, it can only serve to aggravate or embarrass de> 
livery in a large proportion of cases. Such has been my experience. 
And again, I have been disappointed in procuring a prompt display 
of its powers when most urgent, and subsequently experienced an ex- 
plosive exhibition, where no necessity for its action existed. I gener- 
ally confine its administration* to those cases where hemorhage pre- 
cedes, attends, or supervenes subsequent to labor. Of its possessing 
any peculiarly pernicious influence or effects upon mother or child, I 
have witnessed no unequivocal manifestations of such nature, beyond 
the induction of a severe hysteralgia, when it had been improperly 
taken to procure abortion. 

Malprazis. — I have not been personally cognizant of cases of 
malpractice, but, from reliable authority, know of a number of such 
instances occurring in our city — principally in the practice of one 
irregular practitioner. These have been confined exclusively to the 
most ignorant portion of our population. The nature of such cases 
has been that of performing the Cagsarean section, by opening the 
abdomen transversely, at one sweep of the knife ; the crushing of a 
child^s head, in using the forceps, and extensive lacerations in perform- 
ing craniotomy. No cases of medico-legal investigation have oc- 
curred to my knowledge. 

Fess. — ^The fee for an obstetrical engagement, among the regular 
and legitimate fraternity, is invariably five dollars. Any subsequent 
attention is charged, as in ordinary practice. 

Number of Practitioners. — There are eight members of our 
County Medical Society in this city, seven of whom are actively en- 
gaged in practice* There are two American, four German, and one 
Lrish physician, who profess to practice regular medicine. There are 
two American homoeopathists; one itinerating promulgator and prac- 
titioner of Inhalation; one " Cancer Doctor," who professes an inti- 
mate acquaintance with the mysterious medicines and pow-wows of 
the aborigines of the country. The larger portion of practice is done 
by the legitimate profession, and are almost invariably employed in 
critical cases, evincing clearly that the greatest amount of confidence 
is reposed in the regular profession. The homoeopathists are next 
most frequently employed, who carry cases of pleasant pellets, but 
not unfrequently stoop to dreadful doses of castor oil, quinine and 
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oalomel, but only where their cases will chew tobacco j or Bink into a 
critical condition. I am sorrj to say, there are none of the FemaU 
Faculty here, or I should certainly seek them out, as I am fond of that 
kind of Society, 

Mineral Sprikgs. — There are several springs strongly impregnsp 
ted with sulphur in this vicinity. No analysis has been n^e of them 
to my knowledge. They are occasionally sought after by persons 
afflicted with cutaneous disorders and hepatic derangements, but I 
believe with no extraordinary success. 

Finally, I have endeavored to answer all the interrogatories upon 
which I have had any experience or knowledge, — the balance I leave 
to better hands. What I have written has been done hastily and ex* 
tempore, from records and from memory. If all or any portion of 
the matter will be of use to you, you can adopt or select at your 
pleasure. I am always anxious to assist our working men in the pro- 
fession, to the best of my abilities, for the elevation and progress of 
the profession. 1 shall be most happy to meet and greet you in our 
place at the next convention. 

Respectfully, 

R. B. MoMEENS. 



APPENDIX NO. 2. 

BEFORT OF FRED. T. HURXTHAL, M. D. 

J. 6. F. HoLSTON, Chairman Com. on Obst, O. S. M. Society — 
Dear Sir: In compliance with your circular note, containing interrog- 
atories in Obstetricy, I have to report : 

Question l.-^I am and have been engaged in the general practice 
of medicine, including obstetrics. 

Question 2. — I have kept a detailed registry of 127 cases, (a few 
of these occurred in the practice of others, and from whom I obtained 
all the material &cts.) The number of deviations from vertex pre- 
sentations is nine, including one of Dr. Beed's. Breech, eight. Face, 
(Dr. Beed,) one. Of the eight breech presentations, two were asso- 
ciated with puerperal convulsions, at about the sixth month of gesta- 
tion — ^both cases occurring in the same lady, at an interval of sixteen 
months. Batio of 8 to 125, 15 1-2 and a fraction. Five of the chil- 
dren at term lived; one still-bom at term; two at six months bom 
alive, but soon died. All the mothers did welL Prodromes — ^the 
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only one we noticed was severe eephalnlgia of ten honm dttfation, te- 
fore convulsions. Treatment — ^no special mechanical means used in 
the first six eases, — the last two delivered by the forceps. It k per- 
haps proper to remark here, that chloroform was freely used as the 
only means to control the convulsions, during the first abortion, which 
waa terminated eighteen hours after labor commenced — the convul- 
fliona continuing during the whole period, unless controlled by chloro- 
form, and ceased upon delivery by the forceps. In the second attaek 
we were not so successful in arresting the convulsions on delivery. 
Hie labor was terminated by forceps in eight hours^-after which the 
convulsions increased in frequency and severity. Perfect anasthesia 
was induced and maintained for five and a half hours, when the pa- 
tient awoke— not to consciousness, but freed from convulttcns. 

At the first attack, speech returned on the third day ; memory, so 
as to know her husband, on the tenth day. At the second attack, 
speech returned in a few hours; memory returned in two days. 

Case of face presentation, (Dr. E.) — the attendant attempted "pe- 
dal version," after the head had eugaged the superior strait, resulting 
in the death of the fcetus and mother. 

Question 3. — Have not had any case requiring it. 

Question 4. — Have employed Ei^t in twelve cases of '* Difficult 
Labor." In ten cases mother and child did well. In two cases of 
six months, children died, and mother recovered. Of the ten cases, 
three were of three days duration, three were of forty hours duration, 
two were of forty-eight hours duration, and one of twenty-eight hours 
duration. I have not seen a case wherein I thought Ergot at full 
time acted pemidously on mother or child. 

One case of Ergotism in an unmarried woman, who endeavored to 
produce abortion by free use of Ergot In this case, the convulsions 
were the direct effect of Vin Tinet Ei^t 

Question 5. — ^Two cases of puerperal fever,— -one dependent upon 
adhesion of placenta ; one Traumatic, lady receiving a severe blow 
over the uterine region, ten days before labor, from which the child 
died ten days after birth, having received a very severe injury of the 
scalp, at the superior margin of the right parietal, communicating 
with the longitudinal sinus. First case proceeded to a fatal termina- 
tion, remedies having no perceptible efiect. Second case, bleeding 
considered not admissible ; relied mostly on opiates. From peculiar 
idiosyncrasies, I told her antimony could not be used. Prodromes^ 
those usuaUy described as attendant upon this disease. Phlegmasia 
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dokiu, none. Pueorp^ral mania^ none* Trismus nasoeiillvDi, 

QuMTtion 6.<»-Seven regular, four irregular, and two female. 

Question 7.— Tbe only marked case of malpraotioe, wrtUn my 
knowledge, is that of face presentation, with all the material &ct8 of 
which I am possessed, having become involved in the ease, and wluch 
I append in detail. 
. No medico-legal investigations have been had here in obstetrics. 

Question 8. — No case has occurred to me, requiring a dq)arture 
from general practice. 

Question 9.-*-Three to five dollars. 

Question 10. — ^I have not in any case. 

From my friend Dr. Schertzer, (who unfortunately has mislaid his 
register,) I have obtained the following : 

After thirty-seven years' experience, he is perfectly convinced that 
Eigot is deleterious in difficult labor. Still-bom children were of 
frequent occurrence when he was in the habit of using it ; now they 
very seldom occur. He cites two cases of irregular practitioners 
slittmg open the entire perineum, to facilitate the birth. One secured 
the parts in apposition by sutures ; the other did nothing. In this 
case the woman remained through life a great sufibrer. The first 
did well. 

MuLTiPABoiTs. — ^Mrs. S., in her third and fourth labors, was safely 
delivered of three children each time. In the third labor, children 
all died within the month. The fourth labor occurred within eleven 
months of the third; children are all now living, and are over three 
years old. 

Arrest of Devslopmbht. — ^I examined a boy of twelve years old, 
every way well developed excepting the inferior extremities. In the 
right side there appeared to be a femur of about two and a half or 
three inches long, extending almost horizontally to the plain of the 
body; on the lefb no discoverable femur. Tibia and fibules appeared 
normal, and of about the length of a boy of his age. As he walked, 
his hands came within two inches of die ground. 

Rupture of the Utbro- Vaginal Oul db Sac, bt the Aocouohbr. 
Mrs. H., aged 27, of delicate constitution, small physical develop- 
ment, enjoying good health, was taken in labor with her second child, 
about 6 A. M., Feb. 23d, 1S51. After four or five hours of active 
labor, the os uteri was found fully dilated, membranes ruptured, and 
a iiioe presentation detected. The accoucher directed his effixrts to 
sustaining the chin, during each contraction, hoping thereby of cchop 
TMrting ths fiisa into one of natural or vertex presentation. Whilst 
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endMvoriog to sapport the chin, or reduce it so as to bring down the 
vertex, the pam inflicted became insupportable. He was compelled 
to withdraw his support, at the earnest solicitations of the sufferer, 
although much against his judgment. Two vigorous contractions suc- 
ceeded each other rapidly, after which he found the &ce driven down 
into the superior strait, with the os frontis resting upon the sacrum, 
and the chin empinged upon the os pubis. Without a moment's de- 
lay, he determined to subject his patient to turning. Complete, anas- 
thesia induced by chlorofi^rm; pedal version accomplished, and a 
male child delivered still-bom. Expulsive throes continued, and the 
'^ Naehgeburt" (afterbirth) expelled. Flooding, to a considerable ex- 
tent, continued for six hours yet not sufficient to make much impres- 
sion upon the pulse. During this time, the lady complained much of 
severe, deep-seated pain in the pelvic region; upon examination, her 
abdomen was found rapidly distending with flatus, and respiration be- 
coming embarrassed. Ten hours after completion of labor, the pa- 
tient was found sinking rapidly ; pulse extinct in left radial artery, 
and scarcely to be felt in the right; extremities cold, and bathed in 
clammy sweat. Dr. Wm. B. was now called in consultation ; con^ 
curred with the attendant, that the prostration was attributable to the 
administration of chloroform. Stimulants were at once freely given, 
with external warmth, and irritants to the extremities. About one 
o'clock A. M. slight reaction came on, and gradually increased till 
morning, when the pulse was found to be 140, very small and wiry. 
Stomach irritable, rejecting everything administered; abdomen dis- 
tended to the utmost, tender to the touch; pelvic pain continued; res- 
piration labored; lochia normal. Treat opii. 

Tuesday morning, appeared better; had some sleep; pulse 180, 
very weak; skin dry and warm; vomiting continues ; abdomen same; 
constant pelvic pain. Lochia. 

Wednesday morning — ^patient passed a good night; debility increa- 
ses ; pulse 120, small and feeble ; irritability of stomach abating ; 
abdomen rather untense. Lochia natural. 

Thursday morning, 29th — Very restless night; pulse 120, less vol- 
ume than yesterday; abdomen less distended; stomach more tran- 
quil; appears somewhat cheerful; lochia sufficient in quantity, and 
healthy in character. Attendant reports her nearly or quite out of 
danger. 

Ihursday, 4 P. M. — ^Patient rapidly sinking ; pulse more frequent 
and more feeble. Death closed the scene at 6 P. M. 

Friday morning — ^Met the consulting physician, who gave me the 
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abo¥6 detailed bistoryt and sdicited an opimon of the pathology of 
the case, — stating, at the same time, that Dr. R viewed it as puo'pe- 
ral peritonitis, whilst he thought it metretis. Not being able to eon- 
our with either, as to the character of the disease, as it did not appear 
to me that the history would warrant either conclusion, I endeavored 
to convince him that there must have been a laceration of some d! 
the parts involved in the labor, by the undue amount of force used 
by Dr. R, when he attempted to support the chin, or introduce his 
hand between the child^s head and the os uteri, and that death wHs to 
be chained upon internal hemorhage, from the parts suffering rup- 
ture. FaUing to convince Dr. B., I desired my opinion to be com- 
municated to Dr. R, and to urge upon him the necessity of a post 
mortem examination. 

Twenty-two hours after death, Dr. S. W. S. and myself were m- 
vited to be present at an examination of the body. Before the dis- 
section was commenced, by request Dr. H. gave the details of the 
case, which were substantially as related above. Dr. W. being the 
junior member, proceeded to lay open the abdominal cavity. As 
soon as the cavity was punctured, fluid blood escaped ; the indsion 
being enlarged, two quarts of fluid blood and serum were removed by 
the sponge. Some slight traces of inflammation was found upon the 
peritoneal envelope of the pelvic viscera. Bowels fujly distended by 
flatus, but of healthy color. To the left, and posterior to uterus, was 
found a lai^e quantity of coagula ; passing my hand along the poste- 
rior wall of the uterus, I soon discovered that I had arrived in the va- 
' gina, and by flexing the under finger the point entered readily into the 
08. By request, Dr. W. then introduced the right hand through the 
abdominal opening and posterior to the uterus, while the left hand 
was passed per vaginum, and announced that they met freely. Dr. 
R then explored the parts, and admitted the laceration, which was 
found to be from four to five inches, Jthe whole hand passing readily 
through the opening into the abdominal cavity, and occupied the part 
known as the posteri or cul de sac, extending a little more to the left 
than the right side. The uterus was healthy in appearance and firmly 
contracted. 

We should have been content with this simple report of facts, 
were it not that the attendant aflirms the practice here pursued to be 
not only correct, and sustained by the books, but that the ** sad occur- 
rence might have occurred in the practice of the most intelligent ob- 
stetrician. We claim not for ourself half the years of experience 
that he has, nor covet in the least his professional acumen, but justice 
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to the madieal ^orps, requires at mj hMid * full and unequvoeal d«- 
fiili of the imputttdoiiy that * like ^sad occurrence " would, bj vbj 
poMibilifyy have occurred to the least of those entitled to M* D. 

We desire to notice a hw of the most objeotioiiable pomts pursued 
« iSbk case, believing them nnwurantable, and condemned by all 
modern authority. We will not arraj our opinion antagonistically to 
Us, but give the authority as we proceed. 

1st In fitce presentations (as in this) nature usually accomplishes 
the delivery, with salety to mother and child. The labor may be, sad 
often k, somewhat protracted, but so long as tiie physical powers of 
ihe woman do not flag, and the uterus contracts with energy, manual 
inteiferenee is uncalled for and unjustifiable. 

Denman states, *4n face presentations the child will goierally be 
eocpdled by the natural efforts, and the child is generally bom with* 
out injury." 

F. Samsbottom says, ^ if the pelvis be good, and the pains strong, 
as a general principle face presentations need little or no assistance;" 
both of these conditions were present in this case, the capacity of the 
pelvis having been declared in her former confinement. 

CSiurchiU sums up the results of 344 cases of &ce presentations, 
248 delivered naturally, 17 requiring (perhaps receiving) artificial aid. 
In this statement 80 cases of Dr. Boer, of Vienna, are included, oolj 
one of which received aid, and in that instance the forceps were used ; 
mothers all recovered, and but three or fi>ur of the children lost 

AnHXTH. — ^In the July No. of tJie American Journal of Medical 
Sciences, is im extract of the report of Dr. A., made before the Ed-* 
inburg Obstetrical Society, says of the Vienna Lying-in-Hospital, 
^ that in 40 cases of &ce presentations, 85 children were bom wiUiout 
injury to mother or child, no instrumental interference resorted to, 
and such had been the practice for 50 years. 

C. D. Meigs, of our own land, and justly may we feel proud in 
Ae claim, talks this wise : '^Face cases may be included among the 
natural labors, unless the powers of the woman fail," etc. And again 
be says : '' Yet when we come to reflect that the female can expel the 
child (in &ce presentations) with but little more difficulty in this case 
than in vertex, it appears altogether proper to regard them as natural 
labors." 

Chandler R. Gillman, whose valuable and deeply interesting lec- 
tures it was our privilege to attend, holds the following language : *' In 
the progress of the case (face presentations) the chin is usually ex- 
pelled first under the arch of the pubis, and nature aeoomplishes the 
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bonneiB imaMistedL liisnriiherneeeimnrjfnorvHmrantabbioaiimiVi 

any alteration of the ehiUPe pqaition in a face eoM. 

Do you, reader, believe in the practice of this veDerated tutor of 

mine, that such results would have been obtained had the case been 

in his hands. 
2d. When the head of the foetus is firmly pressed into the superiiMr 

strait, and the parturient piuns are vigorous and frequent, are oondi- 
tions that preclude us from attempting to turn in any case. We are 
not justified to compromise the well-beiug of the mother in the vain 
hope of saving the life of the child, by subjectiug her, under these 
great disadvantages, to the risk of version, but to summon our own pa- 
tience, and trust to the powers of nature, until unmistakable evidence 
of inability and exhaustion present themselves, when we should call 
to our ud the forceps, craniotomy, scissors, etc., and the delivery 
speedily effected. In support of these views we find Denman says: 
*' It will be proper to establish, as a general rule, never to attempt 
the operation of turning the child while the patient hoe very etrong 

paineJ^ 

Chubcxull. — '^ It is conceded by all authors, I believe, that the op- 
eration must he postponed (when the contractions are vigorous and 
the uterus closely contracted around the child) for a time, and means 
tried to soften the uterus and suspend its contractions.'^ 

GiLLMAK. — ^''In certain unfortunate instances we cannot by our 
treatment stop the labor, when the foetus has been impacted into the 
pelvis. Either of these conditions may prevent us from attempting 

to turn." 

8d. We could not concur in their opinion, that the prostration com- 
ing on dght or ten hours after the anastiietic influence had passed ofi^ 
and the patient appearing as well as could be expected after such a 
labor, was dependent upon the inhalation of chloroform. Had death 
ensued, it would have been charged to this " last best boon of God to 
suffering parturient woman,'' and the true cause been hid in the silent 
grave. But it was otherwise ordered, and we feel, at least in this in- 
stance,''we have been instrumental in effectually proving the innoxous- 
ness of chloroform. Un&vorable symptoms, so far as my experience 
goes, concur with the published observations of Prof. Simpson, of 
Edinbui^, and Drs. Channing and Warren, of Boston. " When they 
do arise, must follow immediately the induction of anasthena, they 
nmy be fatal, or the bad symptoms prolonged for hours and days, bat 
in no case can its effects remain latent in the body for eight or ten 

hours and then produce prostration. 

FBED'K a. HUBXTBAL. 
HAaBDJMnr, Dec 26, 1856. 
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Zeliakople, Butler county, Pa., March 21, 18S7. 

Dr. John G. F. Holston, Chairman of Com. on Obs. — Bear Sir: 
In order to be able to respond to your '* Circular to physicians," which 
I observe in the '' Peninsular Journal of Medicine," published at De- 
troit, Michican, I have been to some little trouble to collect from 
my ledgers an abstract of my obstetrical practice. I have never 
kept a regular registry of cases, but in entering charges in my day- 
book, I have been in the constant habit of appending such notes as I 
judged might be useful for future reference, and as these notes were 
transferred to to the ledgers in posUng, I have been enabled to ex- 
tract a pretty correct synopsis, from this source, of my cases, which 
I willingly place at your service. 

In submitting this expose, it would seem to me a suitable occasion 
to direct your attention to certain subjects connected with the practice 
of midwifery, which impress me as deserving from the profession 
more consideration than I have ever seen attached to them, especially 
as far as the life of the parturient female is concerned. I do not now 
allude to that deplorable sacrifice of life, resulting from die ignorance 
and recklessness of pretenders to medical knowledge, as well male 
as female,, who impose on the confidence of the unsuspecting, or are 
employed through the criminal economy of friends ; and thia sacrifioe 
is fkr greater than I could ever have supposed, without the means of 
conviction afforded me by many years of observation. But I wish to 
invite your investigation specially to the &tal e£^t8 to the confiding 
parturient, caused much more frequently I fear than is generally oon- 
oetved by the conscientious and skilful physician,m transmitting dk- 
ease Jrom his patients at large, and giving injection where he only 
wishes to give aid. Nothing, I am certain, could be more repulsive 
to the feelings of an honorable and humane accoucfaer, yet such I know 
has sometimes happened. If the attention of the profession generally 
Was directed to the investigaticm of this subject, it is my sincere opin* 
ion, nay, my full conviction, that many of our fatal epidemical chitd- 
fevers would be found to have their origin in pre^xistent or contem- 
poraneous ^t(femtc« of erysipelas, scarlatina, oynanohe maIigIM^ or any 
disease dependent on erysipelatous inflammation, for its characteristio 
puerperal fever, or peritonitis, has prevailed t^oe^ wKhiii my ytmftee^ 
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ia twnfy-fiveyeanii (and fi»r many yean I ha?6aaeii apocadio oaaes of 
it^) butalwaya ttmultaneoudy with aome other epidemics, once with 
acarlatina, and once during an epidemic erysipelas, and nearly the 
only cases that escaped were those who had been attended by female 
mid wives. The virus of an tpidemic eryripelas is very infectious, and 
could hardly escape being carried by a medical attendant to the par- 
turient woman. 

I have been consulted in two cases very lately of peritonitis that 
proved fatal, where the inflammation was evidently erysipelatous; one 
the wife of a physician who had been attending cases of putrid sore 
throat, and the attendant of the other came directly from swabbing 
the throat of a child of the same disease. Two cases tfiat appear ev- 
ident to me I will relate, as illustrating the subject, and I will be done. 
They both were under my own cognizance. 

Bev. S. Morton, a friend of mine, residing in Darlington, Pa., had 
his wife confined with her first child, about seven years ago, and in 
one week after her confinement an eruption broke forth, which was 
recognized as variola; she died of the small pox* She had not been 
from home fi>r months previously. Her physician was attending the 
only case of small pox in the country, some ten miles distant, when 
his services were rendered to the woman. * 

I attended the family of Bev. L. Leake, in conjunction with Dr. 
Lusk, in scarlatina, some years since. They both contended that the 
scarlet fever was not contagious, and the Doctor cited as proof of his 
position, the case of a woman attacked with that disease in child-bed, 
though there was no case of scarlatina within many miles. The case 
proved &tal, and the Doctor acknowledged that he had went to attend 
her directly after lancing an abscess, and swabbing the throat, of 
scarlet fever patients. It was too evident for his incredulity. I 
must close. Excuse my hurried remarks, which I have not time to 
copy before the mail goes. Yours, fraternally, 

0. D. PALMEB, M. D. 



To Dr. Jho. F* G. Holstov, Chairman of Com. on Obs.^— i^aar 
Sir: I am a native of Albany county New York, and received my 
medical education, in part under the instruction of the late Pio£ T. 
Bomeyn Beck, and at the ^-CoU^e of Physiciana and Su]|;e<»ia of 
the Western District," located at Fairfield, and have been eng^iged 
in the practice of medicine twenty-five years, in the place from wbenee 
I date, aelively the fiiat twenty y^vvt ^P ^ I'^h when at that time 
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having had the misfortane to receive a oomponnd fracture of the leg 
by my horse becoming unmanageable, and throwing me from a oar^ 
riage while returning from a visit to a patient, I became a patient 
myself for several months, and have practiced less actively since. 

Zelianople, and Harmony, but one mile distant, each containing 
about 400 inhabitants, since I have resided here have never had less 
than three nor more than seven (the present number) male practition- 
ers in midwifery, and two female ones, whilst nearly every neighbor- 
hood has its tage fimme^ through the country. The principal prac- 
tice, however, has usually been divided between myself and some one 
American physician, the others generally being German doctors, who 
have never gained the confidence of the women, not even of their own 
country, and have made many bad cases, such as leaving the placenta 
for several days. etc. The inhabitants of this country are mostly 
German and Scotch Irish, and their descendants, and twenty years ago 
seldom employed a physician in Obstetrics, unless given over by a 
midwife. At present physicians are generally employed when they 
can be gotten or afforded, especially by the American population. I 
have seen many cases of mal-practice, but there have been no prosecu- 
tions. What I mean by mal-practice is, such cases as applying the 
forceps and perforating the head before the os uteri was dilated, in an 
ordinary case, involving the death of child and mother, giving wine 
to support the strength in hemorrhage, without removing the cause, 
drawing away the umbilicus, leaving the placenta remaining for days, 
etc. 

In looking through my ledgers, I find of such cases as I have added 
notes to, and can rely on as correct, 947. 

About as many more obstetrical visits ante parture and post par- 
ture, without notes. 

Of 947 cases, there were 479 boys and 468 girls. 

The presentations were as follows, namely : 
Of the shoulder, and one or the other arm, in cases, - - 7 
Where the umbilicus with the head presentation, - - - - 8 
Where the placenta was attached over the os uteri, - - - 3 
Where the breech presented naturally, - - - 81 

Where the knees or feet came first, 1 

Where the face presented, all living, 7 

Where the oooiput was turned to the sacrum, - - - - 10 

Where there were twins, 11 

Cases where the placenta was attached and retained by an hour* 

glass contraction so as to incarcerate it, and where I removed 
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it by introdttotioii of the hand, 9S 

Gases in which I have given ergot with eflfeot, - - 16 

Gases in which I perforated the cranium of the child, once for 

convulsions, once from ruptured uteri. - - - . 8 

Many of the above cases I saw secondarily, and should not have 
seen had they been natural. Of the two shoulder presentations 
that I saw primarily, the first made a spontaneous evolution, the 
head coming down with the arm while I returned to my office for 
opium, and the child was living. The second, very lately, and since 
I saw your circular, I efiected cephalic version^ and delivered with the 
occiput to the sacrum. The other five cases I saw from six to twen- 
four hours after the liquor amni had been evacuated, and turned with 
great difficulty ; in two of them during a hemori'hage that had caused 
syncope ; the mothers all lived, the children all died. 

Eigot has produced a powerful effect in every case in which I have 
given it but one, supposed to be rupture. It has been perfectly suc- 
cessful in every case of placentia previa where it was administered, 
causing one continued, persistent contraction of the uterus, thereby 
preventing flooding till all was delivered. In every case where I gave 
it a half hour only before delivery the children were dead, and in ev- 
ery case asphyxia ; and in one case where there was obstruction in 
the pelvis, the patient was so convulsed with excessive efforts that I 
perforated the cranium to effect delivery, and safely to the mother. 
I only use it now, and for several years, in flooding following delive- 
ry, where I have always found it successful. When this flooding is 
apprehended from habit, I give it in decoction just before the child is 
delivered. I have only applied forceps where there was alarming 
hemorrhage, or great atony, or rheumatism of the uterus, and so far 
safely to both. I followed Denman, my text book, perhaps too fidth- 
fully for my patients' ease. I have attended one woman with breech 
presentations in three successive labors, though she had had ten chil- 
dren before; in all three labor ceased, after all was bora but the head, 
for more than thirty minutes, and then required many pains to e&ot 
delivery ; the last of them only was saved, and that by introducing 
and retaining my finger in the mouth during the intermission of the 
pain, allowing respiration in utero. 

Might I not account for these three succesnve abnormal presenta- 
tions, by an unusual developement and weight of the inferior part of 
the body while the foetus was yet suspended by the umbilicus 1 

The mdy patient I have ever had to die undelivered, or on my hands, 
was one that I had attended several times previooily— a w<«iaa ex* 
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hours in labor, and had a aevere pain just before I arrived. When I 
examined the os uteri was two parts dilated, and die oomplaioed of 
much soreness on being moved ; the pains ceased so long, and vom- 
iting commenced, I gave eigot; no efiect, vomiting and sinking con* 
taniMd though I gave stimulants. After waiting four hours, and no 
pains, and constant vomiting and sinking of the pdse, the head so 
high I eould not apply forceps, I perforated and fixed the blunt hook, 
but could not succeed, while the patient expired. No post mortem 
examination ; it is hardly ever allowed, and was not here in this 
ease. Though the child did not escape, could it have been mpturet 
It was so supposed. 

In the cases of adhering and incarcerated placenta, whi^ thovf^ 
they have never proved &tal with me, are at least very embarrasdng, 
have generally occurred after the womb had been suddenly emptied, 
and left unoontracted. I graerally endeavor to retard the expulsive 
efibrts for a while after the head is delivered as a preventive. 

If I can suggest any thing further, command me. I look to the 
American Medical Aissooiation with increasing interest as a friend to 
medical reform, and hope it may succeed in placing the profewion en 
a basis so elevated that we need not blush to bAoBg to it. 

Yours, respectfully, O. D. P. 



ZxLiBHOPLK, Butler Co., Pil, Mareh 28, 1857, 

Db. J. 6. F. HoLSTOv — Dear Sir: A few days nnce, I forwarded 
to you, as CSuurman of a Committee on Obstetrics, a hasty abstraet 
of my practice, during some twenty years, in that department. On 
further reflection, it has oe^ured to me that I mi^t advance the ob- 
jects of your *' circular," by intimating some of the commonest eases 
of bad or mal-praxis that have come under my observation. I may 
state, in this connection, that I am a fri^d to medical refonn, aoid 
have uniformly refused to admit into my office, as pupils, aU wiM> 
were not liberally educated. Without having any conneetion with H, 
I have looked to the " American Medical Association," from its initial 
movement to the present time, with constantly inoreaaing hopes of 
its ultimate suoeess, in {daoing our inuaane profeadonon a more eli» 
vated basis, from whence its members may lode upon themselves as 
dedicated to the relief of sufihring humanity, luid m^ as some of the 
^^pathies" seem to do, view the '^illa that flesh is heir to" as a 
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te *rir «m wKtf iiMy, M npiiiiBg aOi^ida^ If* 

litfiir mmrihrt of edooitiea were aafc • pyMUfuirite to a itodoBt. 
aUp, ia tbs firtore^ those ef ib»jotdi» meniben of the {rnxfeenaA who 
hwe eDm mep e e d i^th fewer edaoetioBal advaatagea^ n^gfal he gnti- 
fied to knew, Dpobi liie expeiicDce of othen, thst their determiBed 
flflor^ tlioogh imeansted by teadiera^ mig^ 

thefirat^ withoat prejedioe to their enjoyiiieiitB or hminaaB, aad esaiat 
Ihem to ^stemstize their time. I ooidd quote ao isstaace, if permit- 
ted, ia an aeqeaiatttieey who eommeaoed hia profeaaioaal earaer with 
hat a commoa Ei^liah edaeatioay aad who has beeome, by his owa 
ladefttigMe aad aaaaaiated stadies^ lAilst others were sleepily, iati- 
Biatdy acqaaiated aad eoaversairt with the Latia, Germaa aad Fieadi 
lai^oages, and the fit^ratare aad best medical aatfaors of eadi, whUst 
attmdiag fiatyiilly to aa exteamve praetlee at the same time. This 
woold of eoarse eaase some iatreadaasat oa the asaal hours of deep, 
which, howerer, most perscms coald habitaate themselves to, without 
ii^ary to ^her health <Mr eajoyatoit^ and with madi adfaatage to dieir 
miada, aad oftea preveotiDg worse castoras. 

hi the eoarse of my CKperieaee as a mescal praetitioaer, amidat 
all <^ the OB^roas aad tryiag duties of a physiciaa, ia noae other have 
I had either feeliags or jadgmeat so severely taared; ia aoae other 
does my respoasibility weigh so heavily upoa me, aa m those situa- 
tioBs whne the life of an expectaat mother — life most coaoeatrated 
aad iatereatii^ — ^is made to depead apoa my kaowledge, aetioa,* 
promptifnde^ skill aad self-possessioa. Daring that period of anter* 
aal aiar^rrdcNB, ao atfeeadaat dioald be allowed to eater the i^Nort* 
meat of the patient, whether ia cabia or palace, that is aot armed 
with seasihility aad skiU fer every emeigeaey* Tet how many, dea- 
titate of either quality, court saeh mUiatioas, from ao other ctmsider- 
atioa thaa profit. 

hk the cases that fellow, ia all bat one, I was called after liie attea- 
daace of Oermaa praetitaoaas, commonly called ^Duteh Doct^s," 
a §enu9 vM^Kcorum that has lately beea ^read broad-cast over this 
region of eoaatry, more remarkable fer their extravagant petensioBfl^ 
cheap cares, aad didike of ^thia potations," thaa for their propriety 
of eoadnct or akill, espeiHaQy ia sarg^y imd obstetrics. 

Coat 1. — I was called to meet Dr. B., a Crimen, who had been 
aevend hoars in attea^moe upon a Grerman woman in aeventh labor. 
She had been delivered of one child two hours; when I saw her, the 
was speechleas aad ias^isible^ with the shoulder of a second child 
proBsed domi into the pdvi«s with the left am protruding, and the 
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bed deluged in blood. Tbe dootor infonned me ihftt he had beoi en- 
deavoring, for a wkoh haur^ to iiop the hemorrhage^ preparatory to 
deliyering the woman, whUst he was sustaining her strength with 
wine^ and warm fomentations to the abdomen. I succeeded, whilst 
he was relating the case, in arriving to the feet of the child in uieroj 
and, grasping but one foot, had turned and delivered the woman be- 
fore he had finished his explanation. The woman was two days una- 
ble to speak, but finally recovered. 

Case 2«— I was called to a German woman, whose doctor was pres- 
ent She had been delivered two Hours, and was covered with a fea- 
ther bed, and was fainted, and the placenta undelivered. On exami- 
nation, I found no cord; I introduced my hand in tUero^ and succeed- 
ed in finding and detaching the adherent placenta, when the doctor 
remarked to the admiring female attendants, " hab ich ehr es nicht 
gesagt, das der herr Dr. war starker wit mich — es brauchts nur 
starkheit:'^ i. e. ^ Didn't I tell you that Mr. Doctor was stronger than 
me? — it only needed strength.^'^ The doctor had broken the cord by 
drawing, an hour or more before, and had been trying to stop the 
bleeding, so that he could leave her when she fainted, and alarmed 
her friends into sending for me. She recovered eventually. 

Case 3. — ^I answered the hasty summons of a female in partum, 
who was under the care of a third German Doctor. The woman was 
delivered of a second child, and expired, as I entered the house. On 
mquiry of the doctor and friends, I learned that the woman had been 
delivered several hours before of a healthy infant, and that the doctor 
had taken away the placenta without suspecting another child. A 
severe hemorrhage had followed the removal of the after-birth, which 
he had been endeavoring to stop, by administering wine and warm 
camomile tea^ till the second birth, in the moment of death, had re* 
vealed the secret. 

Case 4. — ^I rode in the night about ten miles, to meet the same 
practitifmer, in the case where he supposed the placenta adherent I 
found the patient a large, healthy and strong female, in articulo mor- 
tis, with placenta lying in the vagina. On removing it, a large quan- 
tity of coagulated blood followed the immediate contraction of the 
uterus, and she was no more. I learned the attendant had been await- 
ing my coming without touching the patient, till the womb was dis- 
tended with blood, and she moribund. I gave this practitioner a 
work on obstetrics, and begged of him to study it, but fear he never 
will. 

Case 5. — I was sent for to attend a German woman who had 
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been delivered five days previously, and left by her doctor with* 
out removing the placenta. She lay in bed, accompanied by a most 
mtolerable stench. There was no difficulty in removing this body, 
which the doctor had not attempted, though he had visited her daily. 
I informed another medicus, a countryman of the first, who said that 
was nothing — ^he himself had left it eight days, without harm. 

Case 6. — Some years since, on my return after a few days' absence 
at court, as a medico-legal witness, I was summoned in haste to a 
woman whom I had attended two years previously, and who had sev- 
eral children. I found a Dr. L. in attendance, who had been present 
some thirty-six hours. He informed me he had found the case diffi- 
cult, and had applied the forceps without being able to succeed; he 
had then perforated the head of the foetus, and lessened the cranium, 
and fixed the blont hook, still unsuccessfully. Several hours had 
passed since this last, and the pains of the woman had mostly ceased. 
On examination, I was astonished to find the os uteri not more than 
two-thirds dilated. I called the doctor aside, and informed him of 
this state of the case. He said this could not be; but on further ex- 
amination was convinced, but said it had been opened and had con- 
tracted again — ^he had read of such cases. I waited several hours, 
when, by encouraging the patient, who had lost confidence in her 
attendant, the pains returned ; and, when the uterus was sufficiently 
opened, the head came down without difficulty, and the woman was 
delivered without any untoward symptoms. Some three weeks after, 
I was called to see this woman, who appeared to have a hectic fever, 
and who died two days afler suddenly, getting out of bed. No post 
mortem examination was made, but I supposed an abscess had been 
formed and ruptured internally. The physician was an American, of 
some twenty years' practice ; he had been out of practice some ten 
years, and was just returning to it. I make no comment. 

Case 7, of possible effect of fright during pregnancy. — ^I attended a 
woman in her sixth labor, who was delivered without difficulty of a 
dead foetus, about two months previously to her calculations. The 
child was perfectly formed, in all respects but the head. The upper 
part of the cranium was absent, leaving the dura mater exposed, — the 
lower part of the head and &ce, as high as the eyes, well formed, hub 
above the eyes, in a uniform circle, there was nothing but a naem- 
brane, enclosing the lower part of the cerebrum and the whole oi the 
cerebellum. The woman was apprehensive that something was wrong 
before delivered ; as, in the early part of her pregnancy, on returning 
from a neighbor'Si she came suddenly upon her husband^ who had 



90. 

fllai^teroi a dioBp, and lad just ifmoved Ae sldn from the upper 
part of the alheep's head, giving it a yeiy frightful appearance to her; 
she was ao frightened that ahe acreamed out at the time, and came 
near 8W0(Hiing. She was not disappointed in finding the child imper- 
fect, which did not look unlike the head of a sheep^ in the state which 
alarmed her. I have seen many slighter cases of markings ascribed 
by the women to frights, but this was the most extraordinary. Most 
women believe in the possibility of the efiect of the imagination on 
the foetus, and their inetinete nuiy account for eomeihing^ perhaps. 

O. D. P. 

Post Scriptum. — ^I regret that time does not permit me to re-write 
and correct and condense the whole of this communication, but hope 
the errors and the careless style will be properly ascribed to haste in 
forming a mere draft. Any use that I can be to the committee, of 
which you are chairman, would be cheerfully rendered if known. 

I am, with much respect, your obedient confrere, 

O. D. PALMER. 



APPSNDtX KO. 4. 

RBPOBT or J. H. STRICKLAND. 

Gbaktvolb, Georgia, Peb'y 27th, 1857. 

Beepeeted Sir: — ^Having received the February number of the Pe- 
ninsular Journal of Medicine, my attention was eaiiy called to a cir- 
cular to physicians, t propose to answer as many of the questions 
in said circular as time and limited knowledge will admit 

Q. 1. I am engaged in the practice of obstetrics, and have been 
for five years. 

Q. 2. I find, by reference to my note book, that I have had eighty 
five cases, of whidi there were five preternatural. In my practice, I 
find the proportion has been less thim I had expected. 

(Case first will give an answer to your third query, which is the 
onfy one I ever had, complicated with contracted or distorted pelvis^ 
Oct 12, 1858.) 

March 12, 1654. — ^Was called early in the morning to Mrs. W., 
aged 21. Her general health was tolerably good ; pains were short, 
and at long intervals, and had been so ever smce 9 P. M. She is of 
medium size, nervous, and sang, temperament Some excitement; 
pulse 100, and quick. Soft parts hot, and a little dry; mouth of the 
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wemh dilated to the size of a ten oent pieoe» rigid and a little thin; 
bowels loaded. Ordered Ep. Salts aad magnesia, to be followed by 
an enema of warm water — acted well. She complained veiy much 
of the pains. Two o'clock P. M., soft parts moist ; membranes pre- 
sented in the form of the finger of a gloYe> and one foot. She com- 
plained of thirst; I ordered effervescing draught, and an anodyne, to 
be repeated if she did not rest. It being near my office, I could call 
at any time. Six P. M., found her resting better; pains slow but 
regular. I now became regular in attendance. The membranes soon 
broke. The knee of the other leg presented. The pains became 
rapid and strong. Nine and a half P. M., she was deliyered of a liv- 
ing child, with but little injury to herself or child, (a little bruised 
under one eye,) by applying two fingers of the right hand to the 
back of the head, and one finger under each eye; both did well. This 
was her first child; had miscarried twice at five and thr^e months. 

March 6^ 1855.*-NegrQ« aged Sa Was called at 10 A« M., in 
consultation with Dr. P. Pulse normal, os dilatable ; the membranes 
were unbroken; the umbilical cord could be easily touched, and with 
some difficulty the umbilicus could be touched; the pains were sb<»^ 
and ineffectual. Bled her and gave her a full dose of opii. Two 
P. M., quiet and sleeping welL Directed the opiate to be repeated, 
if necessary. Bladder was empty aad bowels empty. Ten P. M.» 
was summoned again to meet Dr. P. I had three and a half miles 
taride, — when I arrived, the child had been bom some time ; it was 
dead; had died the day before ; the skin would slip a little ; it was 
bom head foremost — why and how it happened I am not able to say, 
but one thing I well know, spontaneous evolution took place at some 
time within twenty-four hours. 

Sept 28th, 1855. — ^Age 35, seventh pregnancy; over medium size, 
and labored very hard, but lived welL This case was ^uite stngnlar, 
and very perplexing to me. Early in the spring, March, I was sum* 
moned to see Mrs. B., late at night. She was and had been floodiog 
for some time. She was quite feeble, at times fiiinting; had her 
placed upon a hard mattrass, and to my astonishment the bed was 
perfectly saturated, and her husband, seeing that it had passed through 
the bed to the floor, had become alarmed. Directed perfect rest, 
cold, U^ether with opii. and sac. sat every three hours, elevated, her 
hips, raised the foot of the bed, and had her feet and. hands dipp- 
ed in hot salt water occasioDally. Next moming 6>mA the ben> 
on:ba^ light, but conisideral>le disturbance, bQwds loaded,, etQ4 ccmr 
timed the hot a^^oation to feet and handsi sod also ikr^fitei 9^mMr^ 
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litz powder every three hours until her bovrels moved (omitted opii 
and lead); she lived near my office, and I saw her as often as I 
chose. In a few days she recovered some strength, hemorrhage 
ceased, and she returned to her regular business. Three weeks after- 
wards I was called to see her in a similar attack. The above course 
succeeded in relieving her. Finding much general derangement, her 
bowels confined, deranged stomach, I used cream tartar and magnesia 
in small doses with marked benefit. Mrs. B.'s general health re- 
mained much impaired up to the time of her confinement, suffering 
for the last two months from diarrhoea, and a troublesome cough. 

Sept 29, 8 o'clock A. M. — Spent a bad night; suffered from grind- 
ing pains all night, together with severe pain in right side, which was 
very tender and unusually hard, pulse 125, tongue dry, considerable 
thirst and some headache, os dilatable, other parts dry and hot, but 
not lender, bladder and bowels empty. Directed an anodyne, mor- 
phia, and warm fomentations to left side, fluid camphor per se. 'Be- 
ing very feeble, she took wine and water at any time; repeated 
anodyne; rested some ; pains grew harder and more frequent. 

Two o'clock, P. M. — Os dilated to the size of a dollar, membranes 
unbroken, some hemorrhage, but a good collection of water and pains 
tolerably good. The right hip, trochantor major could be easily touch- 
ed with the index finger ; I remained at my post and cheered Mrs. 
B. as much as possible. I knew the position must be changed ; she 
being in a position for me to use my right hand, I proceeded to re- 
lieve or aid the unfortunate woman. I gently introduced my right 
hand, soon finding the thighs Hexed upon the abdomen, insinuated my 
index finger between the left thigh and abdomen, using it as I would 
ablont hook; but little effort was required to change it to a full breech. 
Mrs. B. complained of exhaustion, which I^endeavored to cripple with 
wine and a hearty joke or two with the females present Finding 
the pelvis spacious and the child small, I waited for nature to accom- 
plish her part. At five o'clock P. M. she was delivered of a feeble 
female infant, (5 pounds) made more so by some pressure on the 
cord. I did as I always expect to do, applied two ligatures to the 
cord before dividing it. Soon leammg there was another, and seeing 
the lady was almost exhausted, I continued the wine and directed a 
light anodyne, and at six o'clock P. M. left my patient doing tolera- 
bly well, with now and then a light pain. 

Seven o'clock P. M. — Called again ; (but before leaving the office 
I took the precaution to place a bottle of chloroform in the hands of 
my wife, with directiona;) Mrs. B. was now desponding, but seemed 
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a little revived; foand on examination a Ml oolleetion of water, but 
ooold not learn wbat part presented. I oonld not expect everything 
to be abnonnal, neither could I expect, under the drcumstances, the 
membranes to assume the form of the finger of a glove if the hand 
or foot should happen to present, (I hoped for better times) nor could 
I think of letting my patient remain in her present condition long. 
Hie pains were slow, short, and of course ineffident Were they 
throes from debility, or from the nature or position of the child in 
ntero? As I stated above, the part presenting could not be touched, 
therefore I did not know what was the presentation or position ; but 
one thing I well knew, and that was, my patient was very feeble and 
almost exhausted. Here 1 halted, and deliberately asked myself what 
my duty was, ever hoping by living fidth, conscientious and cautious, 
so to live and act as not to bring disgrace upon the profesuon, and 
also be considered honorable among my brethren. It was too late to 
call a brother to assist, the life of my patient was in great danger 
from delay, and I felt it to be my imperative duty to hasten delivery. 
For the first time I gave my patient brandy and water tolerably free- 
ly, and during the next pain I cautiously ruptured the membranes ; a 
large quantity of water escaped, to my astonishment ; the right hand 
presented, and the pain forced the arm and shoulder low down in the 
pelvis. I lost no time in using a little oil on my hand and arm, and 
■oon introduced my right hand. At the brim of the pelvis I found 
several fi>lds of the cord, with which my hand became entangled. 
The moment I learned what the presentation was, I sent a messen- 
ger after chloroform. The pains became much harder, and o£bred 
much more resistance than I had anticipated under the circumstances ; 
Occasionally Mrs. B. had complained much of her left side, to which 
warm or hot cloths bad been applied, and from which she seemed to 
have received some relief. About the time I introduced my hand she 
began to complain very heavily of her side, and had a slight spasm, 
probably from pain, probably from some other cause. Hie at- 
tradants became scared, one or two fainted, leaving no one to assist 
me except her husband. About the time the second spasm b^an I 
took my handkerchief from about my neck, folded it up, and directed 
her husband to unstop the bottle of chlorofonn, (at the same time I 
ordered the lady that handed me the bottle of chloroform, to drag the 
two that had fidnted to the door, and throw some cold water in their 
fiMses, so as to keep them from fainting, thinking they might render me 
some sernce,) also directang him, after pouring a considerable quan- 
ti^ on the haadkerchief to place it before her month. It required 
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eflbrt to k«ep hor cm the bed* % IMS tnne ray kaiid 
wiia completely within the Oftyi^ of the womlvand Yery rauehcxao^pk 
ed. She sooa beoAme quiet under the ialSuence of the oUorafomu 
I took hold of h^ handf found her puke quite feeble^ but guided the. 
a4ininiBtr4l3on of the an»sth bj it, together with her breathing. As 
800U as I oould I reached the fimdus, where Ifound one of the feet, whioh 
proved to be the left Suspended the^uinanistnUion of chlorofornu The 
hand seemed to be agreat stimulus to the oigan, and the pains were 
tolerably hard; I made moderate traction with my right hand, beeause 
I was not able to do otherwise. The pain that turned the cluld deliv* 
exed it all but the headj she was getting from under the influence of 
the chloroform, and I delivered the head with comparatiye ease,, the 
placenta following, as the next pain came on, as I delivered the head. 
The child was dead, or still bom ; I did but little for it esKcept to give 
directions* The hemorrhage was sudden and abundant; I counted it 
a let, and lost no time in introducing my hand again into the womb. 
Placing my left hand upon her abdomen, I began friotiona externally, 
and filUped the inside by opening and shutting my hand; after aom^ 
leugth of time, the last spark seemed to kindle. She took some bran- 
dy and water ; pains came up. I haA her head pulled off the bedi 
and held in a very.low position, some, high blocks placed under the 
bed legs at the foot, while I continued friction externally and inter- 
nally. Brandy and water was given freely, ammo, wine, &Ca 

The child was dead. I did not leave my patient until seven o'clock 
A. M. Keeping an eye to general principles I ordered brandy, wine 
and water as a common drink, hands and feet in hot salt and water 
every four hours, and also, two ^wns of opii every four, five, or six 
honi^ according to circumstances. I now knew from all appearan- 
ces that Mrs. B. had child-bed fever. I spent the day with her, and 
part of the night, continiung the above course. 

S]B?T^]fBisn 30th, 8 o'clock A. M. — Pul^e feeble, frequent and quick, 
tongpe dry, abdomen swollen, severe pain on left side; she had|do^ 
some ; continue wine and water, also 2 gr. oppii every five hours, lin- 
seed meal poultice wet with turpentine to the bowels, niised her 
head some, continue hot bath to hands and feet She had passed some 
urine. 

OcTOBiBR 1st, 9 1-2 o'clock A. M. — Pulse slower and fuller, rested 
better through the night; continue wine, poultice of meal and turpen*. 
tine, opii and hot baths; also ordered some gruel to be given. The 
discbazge is, now very offiupisive. 

OoxQ9«it 2d, ;a o'clock A. ll^-nBesi^ b^U^ tb]:<^,th(^Bi|^t» 



boweb moving gentlj, without mndi pain and fiot so t<^der; die 
talkdi some, pulse d&e hundred and ten ; cohtiiiud idirid, poultice, 
grUel, 1 1-^ gr. opii 6very six houiPd. 

6ot6»A 3d, 8 6*elo6k A. M.— Rested well through the htght, bow- 
els soft, not swollen much, discharge purulent and offensive, passisd 
1rat6r With but little pain ; 6ontmue wine, poultice and opii ; t66Tt out 
the blocks, ordered va^nous injectidtis of mitk. Water and a Bttle doda 
(tepid), 

Ootohift 4th, 8 o*dock A. M.— Rested tolerably Well ; pufeie 116, 
bowels moved twice, passed water, and some littile appetite^, cohtiiiue 
wine, podtice, opii, Vaginotts injections, sad give a little chicken soup. 

OotOBXtt 5th, 8 o*clock A. M.— Did not rest Well; dome diair- 
rh^ea and consideraBle pain, pulse qui^k, paih lu the head; t ordered 
a pill of bue mass, sac. isat. aud morphine, together with oil cihiliamon 
aiid paregoric every ti&ree hours ; wine, gruel, poultice and vaginoiis 
injeotioiffi continued. 

OotOBkR 6th 11 o'clock A. M.— Bet^t^d well; bowels controlled, 
secretions much better, pulte ninety, bowels soft, some appetite, dis- 
charge less o^nsive, no secretioh of milk ; continue wine, ViBginOus 
injections^ oocasional poulti^ to bow^s, alternai^g with latd dud 
sweet oil ; directed soup aud an anodyne. 

OctOBBa 7t}i, 10 o'clock, A. M . — Bested well ; continued the above 
course for several days. She recovered, and is now doing well. I 
see the litde girl nearly every day. 

OoTOBBB 12th, 1852. — ^Aged 28 years, third oonfinei)ient (tiegro). 
Health tolerably good ; suffered fh>m chorea from time to time. 

Nine o'clock P. M. — Pains were short and at long intervals, and 
had been so for the last 20 ho«ra$ os dikitiBg, but did not think it 
her full time by two or three weeks. Had taken oil. Directed an 
enema, had her feet dipped in hot water, as they seemed too cold; 
bowels moved twice ; directed au enema of laudanum and Water, (100 
drops to gill of water) pains began to cease, and she rested some Ih 
the latter part of the night. Os not dilating, and high up ; foimd the 
pelvis contracted at the brim, membranes were unbroken, and some 
collectioti of water. As the pains came up after examination, I again 
ordered an enema as above. 

OoTOBBB Idth, 7 o'clock P. M. — Some pain all day ; now becom- 
ing stronger and more ftequ^t, found the os dilating a little, soft 
parts relaxed. Iliere being more than ordinary nervous derangement 
and too mueh restlessness, I ordered a full dose S. Motphia; She be- 
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gfgx to doM, md I retired for the night; paint oonthiued at intenrali 
through the night 

OcTOBXR 8th, 9 o^clock A. M. — Pains irregular but strong. Os 
dilated to the size of a dollar; good collection of water, bladder full. 
I could now with some difficulty touch the part presenting, which was 
the right ear. Ordered warm fomentations to the bowels, and direct- 
ed the patient to evacuate the bladder if she could, which she did in 
,a few minutes. Having given an enema of warm water to move the 
bowels, I took all things into consideration; having no forceps, 
crotchet, etc., I thought it best to change it to a foot presentation in 
due time. Finding the mouth still dilating, soft and thin, I introduced 
my right hand with comparative ease ; the membranes were still un- 
broken, and found it an easy matter to move the child ; the face turn- 
ed turned a little more toward the sacrum, and in the absence of pain 
the head glided into the palm of my hand, and in withdrawing my hand 
a little I found the vertex could be made to present. During the 
next pain I withdrew my hand gradually, the membranes broke, and 
the head became partially engaged in the brim. The vertex now pre- 
sented, and I felt much relieved ; pains were strong, but the head did 
not advance. Finding the os uteri soft and perfectly dilatable, my 
patient seeming feeble, and the head appearing large compared with 
the pelvis, I determined to use an infiision of ergot, and in less than 
one hour she was delivered of a fine boy, weighing eight pounds, and 
both done well. Her other children were small. I learn she has 
since been delivered of another healthy child, ergot being used and 
both done well. 

This is an answer to the tliird query. I will answer a few more as 
soon as time will permit J. H. S. 



Grantvillb, Georgia, March 20th, 1857. 

Answer to 4th Question. — I have employed ergot but three times 
in difficult labors. 

Case 1. — Slightly distorted pelvis, (brem.); child was not still-bom; 
both mother and child did well. 

Ca$e 2. — ^W., aged 26; small ; first child ; health bad. A midwife 
had been with her a night and day; her officiousness caused the mem- 
branes to break. Two days after the midwife broke the membranes, 
I was called to see Mrs. L.; pains seldom and feeble; used ergot as a 
last resort^ except mon.; child and placenta came together; it was 
stiU-bom ; both did well. 
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Oaae a-^W., aged 4d ; duld amdl, d«ficate; hetifk go6d is ooifld 
be expected. Had flooded very mnok iriA her k»t dUl^ben. Blie 
kad be«i in labor thirty homs ; psuia aloW aod short; coftddemble 
obliquity of the os uteri; used ergot^ (m£), ebSA. Was not stiU-bom; 
she did not flood mudi, and bodi did well. 

My observation is quite limited on the subject I am of the opili* 
ion diat it increases the number of BtiU4ioiii diildrdi, dinodldslikig the 
dUmee of recovery fifty per cent or mcffe» 

¥lfl& Question. — ^I have seen several cases of child-bed fever, aid 
treated eleven during five years practice. Hie most of them ooeorred 
during 1855. I have seen and treated quite a number* of eases of 
crural phlebitis, male and female. I have seen but few cases of pa- 
erperal oonvuMons. 

Out of tile eleven cases of child-bed fever, feur died and seven 
recovered. Some of tiiem recdved timely treatment, and some of 
them did not. Here let me state, Aat a country practitioner labors 
under many disadvantsges tiiat are unknown to many physicians in 
laige villages and cities. The disease is obscure, rapid, and gexketMy 
unknown to common people. The name is a toror to tliem, bat the 
lion may be fed in the mo^ of their houses without being seem I 
cannot find tame and space to give a foil hiatory of tiie several casesi 
but will give a history of as many as I can, together with my no^ 
tions as to tiie general treatment 

Otue 1. — ^Negro, aged seventeen years and six months; first diild ; 
was attended by a stromp ci a midwife. Her labor was not lo^; 
tiie midwife said she was doing well. Six days after her coofeiemeDt 
some nnall Mood-vessel, vem or artery had been ruptured, during 
labor in tiie labia majora. This was tim exciting caase of cbild-bed 
feiver in tiiis case. June 15th, 8 P. M. — ^Puke 180, Inreathing M; 
tongue dry; abdomen very much swoUen and hard, complained some 
on pressure, per vag. ex.; disdutfge very oibnsive and tiiin; labia 
majom sloughing some; had passed but little urine tiurt; day, bat 
bladder was empty. In short, I marked my patient among the dead; 
the time for bleeding had passed. She had had diar. for two days^ 
which had relieved her some. Scarified the labia, but did bat little 
good; also, scarified eadi iliac region ; used tepid injections (vag.) of 
soda and gum acacia; ordered a large poultice cf com meal and tur- 
pentine to bow^, to be repeated at intervals of five or six boon; 
feet and hands to be dipped in hot salt and water occasionally, say 
once in fear or five hours; also, ordered 90 gr. caL and 10 gr. gmt^ 
boge, divided into tea pUh, two to be taken every two hoora mlil 
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fhll purgation took place, or all given. Betiied fin* the night; medi<» 
flines acted well on the Itth, wkth some relief. 

June 17th, 9 A. M.-<-Be8ted some, but little change. Continued 
poultice, hot foot bath, also soda wash and injection ; ordered cal. 2 
gr. op. 1-4, and ipe 1-2 gr. every two hours ; also, mixt tus, Am. and 
wine whey. 

June 18th, 10 A. M. — ^Found my patient dying. 

Case 2. — ^Mrs. S., aged thirty-one years and six months, child quite 
large. Aug. dd, 3 P. M. — She was large and of good ccmstitution. 
The time had passed for bleeding when Dr. 8. saw her, on the 1st; 
gave gam. and cal. as above, poidtice, &c. She was now under the 
second course gam. and cal. and poultice, and continued. 

Aug. 4th, 4 P. M. — ^Pulse 130, breathing 35 ; toi^ue red and dry; 
bowels moving too free ; urine scant ; eyes glassy ; hearing difficult; 
yet her bowels were softer, more discharge. Ordered lai^ doses of 
turpentine every three or four hours, and alternated with opii. cal. 
and ipecac, as in the case above; continued poultice, vag. injections, 
as above. 

Aug. 6th, 8 A. M. — ^Patient much better than could be expected ; 
pulse 110; skin acting well; rested much better than night before; 
to<^ some gruel, soup, and wine and water; dischai^e abundant; 
hearing better ; could rest on either side some, and talked rational. 
Continued the same course at longer intervals and smaller doses. 

Aug. 8th, 9 A. M. — Patient still mending ; secretions all on the 
increase, — milk, urine, dsc. She convalesced under the use of turpen* 
tine, caL, opii., dsc 

Case 3. — Aged 16 years and 10 months ; Mrs. A. delicate and 
small, first child. Scarlet fever was raging at the time of her con* 
finement. She had scarlet fever, or was taking it, at the time of her 
confinement 

Nov. 16th, 6 P. M. — ^Had suflfered severe pain for two or three 
hours ; bled until she ^nted slightly. Ordered a full dose of cal. and 
opii. 10; C. 1 1-2 gr.; also, linseed and turpentine poultice. Watched 
her all night, rested but little; there were several sick in the family^ 
of scarlet fever. 

Nov. 17, 8 A* M. — ^Pulse 125, ab. tumid and very tender; tongue 
dry, thirsty ; had two small moves on bowels; passed but little urine. 
I became nurse and physician both, and remained with my patient* 
Gal. 20 gr., gam. 8 gr., made into ten pills, two every two houn; six 
were taken, full catharsis come up ; continued L. T. P. renewed at in. 
of lour and five hours; used tepid milk and water vag. injections, to 
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be repeated at intenrab of fiye and six hours. Ibirst was great 
fbrough tke night; pain was not so great; patient slept some, drawed 
off water onoe through the night. 

Nov. 18th, 8 A. M. — ^Patient quite feeble, bowels moving too free ; 
had given two full anodynes through the night; also, used the hot 
salt and water baths to feet and hands through the night. 

Nov. 18th — ^Pulse feeble and frequent; tongue dry; ab. sec. very 
much. Ordered poultioe F. M. T., vag. inj. tepid soda and gui& 
water (five or six) both to feet and hands, and give three portions 
of morp. and cal. through the day; drew off urine, and also gave a 
£ttle toast water and gruel through the day ; repeated anodyne 
through the night; patient rested but little through the night 

Nov. 19th, 8 A. M. — ^pulse 125, breathing laborious; throat quite 
sore and sw. more restlessness, secretions all scarce, together with 
general aggravation of symptoms ; drew off urine ; continued L. M. 
T. bath, vag. inj. During the day there was nausea, vomitmg, ahd a 
v^y severe diarrhoea ; difficult hearing, dimness of sight. Blistered 
throat with Tissue ; used wash to throat inside, diluted acetic acid, 
every five hours. Ordered 12 gr. B. M., 1 gr. morp. and 6 gr. sac. 
sat, made into ten pills, one to be taken every three or four hours, 
with a teaspoonful of paregoric and oil cinnamon. Six doses were 
given, at intervals of three hours ; bowels controlled ; rested some 
litde towards morning, after taking some wine and water. 

Nov. 20th, 8 A. M. — Pulse very feeble imd frequent; tongue dry, 
thirst; secretions scarce, used catheter poul, F. M. T. bath ; the soft 
parts began to slough ; used tinct myrrh and laudanum in the vag. 
injection. The capillary cir. being very feeble in the skin, I gave mi- 
nute doses of opii and calomel ; used wine and water more liberally 
than I had up to this time ; also, continued diluted acid to throat, to* 
gether with warm fomentations. Rested some through the night. 

Nov. 21, 8 A. M. — Still very feeble, but disease seemed to be ar- 
rested to some extent Secreti<ms some better; used catheter, cobt 
tinned poultice baths, soda wash, vaginal injeoticHis of myrrh aud la«- 
danum, acid gargle, warm fomentations to throat, altwadve doses eai. 
with minute doses opiv* and ipec, wine and water, (port), chicken es- 
sence and milk and water (lime.) Urine beoome more abundant; 
used the catheter agab at six this evening. 

Nov. 22d, 8 o'clock. — ^Rested better through the night There 
seemed to be great need of some calorifioient and se. I commenoed 
the use of Turp. Nix., oomp. Gum Sago,.Cor^ Am. Lan. c s.* Turp. 
mi Laud.) smdl dose every fimr hours, infeendiog to allieniate: wA 
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ttami» doi60 of OaL aad D. Pwd. 13 gr* C to 1 p. J). P. Goatbi- 
ued poultioe at longer tattfYabi, bath to &«t and hands, soda watav, 
and vaginal injections. Gave soup, and also wine and water ; boweils 
mored twice, after third dose turp. mix. Skin acted mildlj, and pa- 
tient zested well, comparatiyelj. Syrp. Turp. gave two doses camp. 
D. P., with a view to the anodyne efieot Spent a bettw night, and 
passed a full quantity of urine, with less pam than could have been 
expected. 

Nov. 28d, 8 A. M. — Some little appetite ; used pouL, bath, weab, 
vag. injs, and occasionally using turp n^ix. camp, water, at intervals 
through the day, wine and water, soup, &c. This course was contiii- 
ued up to the 27th. The system was saturated with mercuric, and I 



November 27th, 8 o'doek, A. M. — ^By tins time there had been 
considerable change in the atr^gth of the patient other things being 
equal ; considerable hemorrhage came up ; the uterus appeared too 
huge ; /Suspended the wine and water ; ordered tincture of eigot (25 
drops to gill of water) every four hours, alternating with aluin water, 
ginger, tincture of cinnamon and laudanum, 3 g. tt, 6. I am indebt- 
ed to the learned Pro£ Meigs for the use of the above in the place of 
the ordinary sac. satt and opiL The above had a happy efieet; the 
uterus disgorged itself; used warm fiimeptations and camphor and 
water in the early part oi the night to control to some extent the pain 
exdfeed. MoriUQg Ibund t^^j patient much better, and from that 
time my patient began to convalesce, which was very slow. I wound 
up by using iodide potassa and sajissaparilla. This was my wife, and 
the minutes would make it very long^having nursed her. J could 
give the outline of ea^A case, but time and space will not allow, I 

Ck$0 4»*-^Mrs. B* agsd 20 years, first child. A midwife was with 
her ; she d(N»e well up to the seventh day ; washed with cold water, 
and had aebill, which laated some time. 24 houra afterwards I saw 
her; Uoodktting wieout of the^question ; left 1^ was very laigs, so 
waa her ahdomsQ. Salta had been given twice the night before md 
0)1 in the montiog. This was 11 o'dock. Bowels were now moving 
v«7 fiMly ; ordsowd my hobby, piHiltice, soda wash, tc^ther with 
milk and water injections, all to be repeated every four or five hours; 
hoti^lotha out of viqagar and water to lay lor half an hoiir, a«id the 
«bm» poultice akemadag wilfc hot «)otb and poulti^ at intcsrvals of 
ifiW ««d fivr hmii ; alK^ oy^iittd M 
and ftgr. vaeaa io each dose) «d be nsfieatad ^very two and » hdV^ 
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tbr60 hours. Did not see her until bkte tha next eTening. j9he t<H4^ 
the anodynes the night before, and rested some ; her bowels ha4 
moved some, less pain, &c. Continued poultice to abdomen and 1^, 
together with hot doths, wash and injections ; al90 caL and ipecap ip 
smaU doses, and two anodynes for the night Found her salivated pn 
the next day, and left her in the hands of a good nurse with some gen* 
eral dii^ctions. She had been badly salivated once before, which was 
of benefit to her in this case. The other cases were treated like tlpe 
third, yet not at the same length, each comiplication, too, excepted. 
One I gave the treatment in my first communication ; out of the 11 
four died and seven recovered, and with the exception of the oases 
stated and the one I am yet to give, which will make six, the remi^in- 
ing five occurred in the same fall, one right after the other, ^e^ming 
to be epidemic. 

Case 5. — Negro, aged 26 ; had had two or three children an4 was 
then in the sixth month of gestation. 

April 14, 1856, 9 o'clock P. M. — Had been struck in the mpmiijg 
with the handle of a well roller on the right side, while drawing up ^ 
b^ioket of water. Her mistress had given her a large quantity of 
laudanum through the day, with some relief; she was suffering great 
pain in the side that received the blow, pulse 130, breathing very fre- 
quent; bled her until she complained of faintness while on her back 
in bed ; found bladder full ; used cathartic, warm fomentation^ hpt 
foot and hand baths, and gave her twp or three grains opii; applied 
mush and turpentine poultice, and directed another dose opii, two gr. 
every five hours ; afterwards retired for the night, and to get a Utile 
ateep, as it was then nearly day ; left patient resting soundly. 

April 15th. — Ordered poultice continued, and two gr. opii every 
four OF five hours through the day. Called at 7 P. M., and found pa- 
tient complaining very much ; opii had not been given as directed, her 
mistress thinking it would kill her. Bled again, used cathartics, and 
gave a large dose of opii ; watched patient all night, and used the 
opii throughout the night. She had had no action pn her bowels since 
the injury ; continued poultice and bath. Finding my patient com- 
pletely under the influence of opii, pulse 110, breathing 18, bowels 
very hard; lefl at 10 o'clock A. M. 

April 16th. — ^Resting' tolerably well ; left full portipns of morphia 
and Dover's powder, to be given at any time when she complained pf 
pain ; continued opii, bath, and also directed her bowels nioved at 3 
in the evening if she w^ free froim pain, by wx^ e^ema Qf t^^id w^r 
tpr ;^ a large qus^til^ to be* used at a time, but a)x>ut noon they began 
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to mOTOi in fiKst she was then so much under tlie opii and morphia 
that the operations were almost involuntary. There was one thing I 
well knew when I left, and that was I had sueceeded in relieving pain, 
one element of disease; saying to myself I had been and was an ene- 
my to pain. I thought if my patient remained in the condition of a 
hog or lower animal there would be more chance. 

April 17, 8 o'clock A. M. — ^Patient rested through the night, pulse 
110, breathing yet affected by opii, bowels soft and moving some, and 
resting quite well ; continued poultice ; ordered gruel, neutral mixture^ 
and small doses calomel and Dover's powder. In a few days my 
patient was up, and although the foetus was killed, she went on to full 
time before the foreign body came away. She is now hearty, and 
will be confined in a few months, say three, or less. 

Case 1st was caused by the injury done to the soft parts, ruptured 
blood vessel in the labia, and injured perineum. The second case 
might have been caused by the shock or injury done to the whole 
system during a long and severe labor, together with the injury d<me 
to the soft parts, (the child weighed fifteen pounds after it was dress- 
ed,) combined with the chances common to all lying-in women. Case 
tlurd, scarlet fever. Case fourth, by washing in cold water. Case 
fifth, by a blow from a well handle. Case sixth, which was the case 
of twins in my first. Case seventh, had measles and pneumonia com- 
bined, which I see by my note book. The fourth, instead of fifth, be- 
ing in the same region, and caused by the same epidemic influence. 
Three I attended myself, and one was in the hands of a midwife. 
Here let me say that this monster among diseases is dreaded by me, 
and my fight is a feeble one ; with this acknowledgment I hope you 
will excuse me for making a few simple remarks. All the old wrip 
ters that refer to the disease, felt that it was a great terror to women, 
many seemed to bite at the root a little. Sydenham speaks ot 
changes in the atmosj^ere, etc. Many others make similar references. 
Grordon is as bright a man to the junior practitioner as can be found 
in the healing art ; Meigs, Hodge, Simpson, all stand high among the 
living. Blood letting is the Pandora's box out of which most, nearly 
all good may be expected in isolated cases, if practiced in time. But 
here we seldom see them in time to do any good, comparatively 
speaking. I know of but one out of the eleven in which I am certain 
blood letting done much good, and that is the windlass case. I am 
on the side of opii, if timely applied ; I mean in the early stage, one 
or two hours. I am forced to think that opii is adapted to the epi* 
demio esses ; I think the physician is doing well to relieve psfn, one 
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demeAt of disease. The eases seem to be typhus or typhoid, h 
the isolated oases, such as we usually have, if a few hours have passed 
befiore Ueediog is resorted to^ 20 or 25 gr. eal. and8 at 10 gr. gam- 
boge, made into 8 or 10 pills, and two given every one Band a half or 
two hours until full watay discharges come up, is the best mode to 
obtain relief and shorten the disease. Turpentine is a good prevent- 
ive* I am vain enough to think that I can tell the fate of the unfor> 
t«nateso£Ebrer as soon as the medicine has had lime to act, and Ihave 
seen many oases treated thus by Dr. 8., who lives near me, of thirty- 
eight years experience. I mean shortened and recover, after the Ueed- 
iog period had passed. 

Thore are one regular and nine or ten irregular praotitioners in this 
region, the most of them doing practice; one, a strump df a midwife, 
does a heavy practice. With this I remain, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. H. STRICKLAND. 



ADDITIONAL REPORT ON MICROSCOPES AND MICROSCOPY. 

BT JOHK O. V, HOLSTOK, A. K., K. D. 

niough the invention of the microscope dates back to three cen- 
turies, and though even the compound microscope has been known 
since the last century, yet, on account of its many imperfections^ it 
was more a philosophical toy than anything else. True, it told its 
votary of a mass ci living organinns that he had little dreamed o£ 
It peofded earth, air and wat^, yea, almost iire, for some of these <h> 
gsnisms are found in nearly boiling sprii^ and at the crater's mouthi 
so as in a manner to realize the alchemist's dream of elementary 
wpatBB. The form of the blood, ol hair, and some other portions of 
animal and vegetable organization were discovered by it. But yet 
the views it gave were so very difi^rent from the sight of the unas- 
sisted eye, and so very inferior, except in point of me, that the ima^ 
imation of the observer had as much to do to give shape and color to 
the things observed as his sight, and as a means for exact investigati^ 
it was pr<mounced worthless. In the beginning, however, of this cea* 
tury, the attention (tf philosophers, at the same time practical opti^ 
cians, was again directed to the microsoi^pe, the causes of itsdefioieD- 
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«le8 Ateimed, mA a remeAysD fifiyappBed Ait Ae sdoroteops 
liMff fiaw 1»B OQBtidered one of oar mosi perfeet jMtmoipYAcA tnatrtt* 
fliQiltB* UleM ftidtt vmte qphttrioai and chrosuiitlo abemtlon, witn a 
(kftdvhfljr of ligikt. ThB fint dirtortad llie image, the feeeond would 
4ht it yMk fiQse colon, and the tUrd render some of the daricek* aaad 
more tAMy mariied parts dim or altc^edier invisible, llie inven* 
tton of tbd achromatic object glass did as ranch for the micnoscopeaa 
§» the teleaoope; but tiiese stric^j after maUeia oonceni ns no 
Aurtheir as physloians, than merely to know in wliat tiie exoeilenoe 
^ an instrament ctMmists, where he may obtain one, "tdiAt price to 
give, and how to obtain instniction in its use. BmA of lliose mattem 
we will consider separately, and plead for an eiccose tiiat liie profes- 
sion of Oluo, hi the hurry of active practice, have undoubtedly had 
but litde leisure to acquaint themselves with the microscope. We 
have received but one reply on tiiis subject, couched in two or three 
lineSy to more dian a hundred circulars that we addressed to individu- 
al members of the profession, as well as copied into several medical 
journals, though it must be evident to any one watching the direction 
of progress, that microscopy and organic chemistry do noWj and must 
for some time to come, constitute the basis of that scientific progres- 
sion. The medical man wishes more particularly to become acquainted 
with the minute structure of the human organism in health and dis* 
ease, its tissues and its fluids. A microscope for this purpose must 
possess in a good degree the following qualities. 

1. A frame carrying the optical parts strong, simple, conv^ient, 
Sfttd hot liable to g^ out of oider. 

9. Classes (eye-glasses and objectives) combining with sufficient 
magnifying power, the* qualities of perfect definition and penetration. 
A ¥ery Mgh nliagnifying power is but seldom needed ; 640 times linear 
diaiineter is about tiie highest employed in Hassail's microscopic an- 
atomy, and a adight inspection of the plates will prove ti^at all diefba- 
fnsten of the objects represented cotild be as well seen, if but half the 
rtze, (390) provided they were shown clearly^ and strongly defined^ 
With steirp outlines, and free from adventitious coloring and ttistinesS. 
A quarter inch objective is sufficient with proper eye-glasses to give 
Attt power. Even these powers, hoteever, are seldom needed, the ai^ 
tangement of the capillaries, of fibres, etc., is, in the natural tissue, as 
ll^li as in injected preparations, much better seen by lower powers; 
lAi they give a larger field,' and allow us to survey the connection of 
parts ndore perfectly. Tliis may be attained by an objective of one 
ibcus, by wUch powers ranging from 40 to 130 may be obtained, and 
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9A^$iitt hufir moffnifywg is wmetm$a useful, $b well is to posseai m 

means, without muob trouble, to raise the power with the same glasses, 
it is desirable to have a draw-tube with an erector fitted into the end, 
by means of which with the one objective and two eje^ lasses, powers 
ranging from 3 to 1^0 may be obtained without other trouble than 
aoerely drawing the tube. 

It is the boast of the best English manufiicturers that their micro- 
scopes will show as much, mth a power of 200, as those of their 
French n^hbors with 600. This boast to some degree is true, and 
depends upon superior definition. To define well the microscope must 
be perfectly achromatic, and free from aberration. The first is known 
when the object, ^ well as the field or disk of light upon which it is 
represented, are perfectly free from adventitious coloring when used 
with direct light Is there a colored outline to the object, it is the 
objective that is at fault. Is there a colored ring around the field, that 
is produced by the eye-glass, and such an instrument is comparatively 
worthless. The worse, if the outline of the object appears distorted 
toward the edge of the field, though it shows its proper form in the 
centre; this is chromatic aberration. 

By penetrating power, different authors mean two very diflbrent 
tbv^s. The first call penetrating power that quality that allows us; to 
Ipdc into the structure of bodies submitted to the microscope. The 
second mean by it that quality by which ^m^ markings are perceiv- 
ed, thus identifying it with the penetrating power of the telescope, by 
which distant nebula and fiunt stars are brought into view. This last 
quality is produced by a large angular aperture, and may exist inde- 
pendent of the others. An objective may possess a lai^e angular ap- 
erture, enabling it to collect a large bundle of rays, so as to show by 
the mere impression of a great mass of light upon the retina, objects 
altogether invisible by less light. Thus a 1-4 objective of 100 focus 
aperture, will show some fiunt lines upon certain atoms invisible with 
one of 75 focus, and yet so distort the outlines of the whole object by 
^pberioal and achromatic aberration, as to give a very imperfect idea 
of its real form and general structure. Besides, the larger the angu* 
lar aperture, the nearer must the objective be brought to the object| 
and the more difficult is it to arrange the focus right, for it is evident 
that the effect of a slight change in the distance must be in proportion 
to the whole distance ; less, though, in low powers than in high, as 
well as in proportion to the angular aperture. Indeed, with objectives 
of very high angular aperture, only the precise plane that is exactly 
m fooos, can be seen definitelf ; all else is misty ; so that this one is 
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ooniuiea 10 Tnere sansoe nnffKin^. xBb iiURxnttm ns pByiiDiQgin^ 
liowerer, want to see not only a nngle plane, bnt tbe Hmeture of tlie 
object, and therefore a little whhin as weD as beyond tike fbens^ truck 
is, fbr the reasons already given, incompatlMe triHi the behest aags* 
lar apertures. This quality, then, is verj improperfy ciAed pe u Or ai 
ting. It is, in fact, its very opposite, and diould raAer be nng«i 
under the bead of defining power; it is more properly called resolT- 
ing power, for which a considerable degree of light as well as p^pftelf 
correction is wanted. An objectiTe, tberefiire, peWbotfy cometed, «ad 
possessing but a moderate d^ree of angular apertare i» vioatr deal^ 
rable to the medical man fbr common use. W U» meaiia aBow 
he might indulge himself in the hnrary of an o bj eothw of theln^nst 
powers, say 1-1200 or 1-16 where that quality is indeed the pitne^ai 
desirable one, and may serye to finish out with miaste traeiUgs llw 
grand outlines he has preriously discovered. The lughest magni^lB^ 
powers, as well as the medium, with very large angular apertmes^ of 
course can only be used willi transparent objeols^ seen by tnawBiiMed 
light, for opaque ones receiving th^ iUumination fton above^ they 
are useless ; and those objects constitate a lairge perlieB e( tbe fidd 
surveyed by the medical microscopist. 

England, France, tbe United State* and Germainy^ have vied wMl 
each othw in the production of microscopes, in eadk oomtry only a 
very few makers have obtained comparative exe^enoe. Fianea $sbA 
Germany fiimish the cheapest England and Ameriea tlio best. The 
German instruments are as yet comparatively mrioiowB ; they are 
quite so to tbe writer, but are said to be interme^te la prica and 
quality. 

In France, Oberhauser, Nadiez aad CSwvalier; in Bi gh n d, Ross, 
Smith, Beck, Powell, Lealand and PUsi^r^ and in Amerita, SpsKoer 
and Grunow have hitherto carried the palm. The Sng^iih raliN^ 
scopes are so greatly superior to tbe TretaA m corredion, angular ap> 
erture and convenience of mounting, as to entirely distaaoe them 
when placed in juxtaposition. Yet naany of the latter fwiotm rea- 
sonably well. They are the instruments by whidi the peatest m- 
eroscopio discoveries have perhaps been made, and Ao lowneas «f 
price (less than half the price of EngHshinstnimeBta of parallel char- 
acter,) made them wortby of consideratloB till within the last ftw 
years. The three French manu ihe t ur er a named eland so near im a 
level that it would be hividious to diafeingiiish among thamselvea 

Great and palpable as la tin dtferenoo between tbe FrsMh instra- 
menta and Hieir English oompetitors, the rivalry between the SugBab 
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j^jBJBofltiilM tf nHkUk die #iM fctb oontoious •» an AmefioMi, not 
from birth but from ohoioe, simple trath eompelB him to mmti the 
fdtai to the AiMMMi oplaoiani. Mr. Cherke A* Spenfifir^ of Genas- 
M% New York, m his highest oljieetiyM, the 142, 146, 2 148, in 
whioh he has obtained an aognlar q^ertme of riaii]^ of 176 «— ^ thus 
almert Approzimaiting taa}dane, at the same time moatpirftetlff eor- 
rmUit eartainly stands muriiMdled in the world, and this seems to be 
afanest, wo wo«U haidfy ei^eet quite, admitted by our transadantio 
ooosHM. I veprot ¥kA Baton, Speneer's partner, did not Aunish me, 
iooopdtag to piomiBe, with the rrndts of the invefllagations of m oom- 
miltee feteljr in samon in Bdinbaig for the inimtigaliion of thots 
abima. I have personaliy examined some of Ids lower power, and 
Aid them of real exeallanoy* He makes ofajeetiTes of three difbvent 
cilaisas ; his prises for the best are perhaps somewhat in advent of 
- Ae beat Bagftislk Mr. Jnliua Granow oi New Hw^en, Gonneeticut, 
•haaettlsted tke in«oa of oontast eompaxmtiY^y reeendy, but has al- 
nAdy attained » vary marked emineaoe, hi the mano&dwre of tke 
-very highest olijectivea abofo the 1-8 he yields the paim as yet to 
Spenoer, and very sUghUy to the best make of the four great English 
firms ; but up to that, claims, and the writer believes justly, full equal- 
ity, at prices one-third less. This maker also furnishes a second class 
of olijectiTcs, at perftctfy eorreeted^ but with less angular apertures 
than the first, end it is these that I deem the most worthy of consider* 
ation for the physician, more particularly that one marked in his cat- 
alogue No. 1, being a firame cheaply but efiicientiy constructed, bear- 
ing objectives of 1 1-4 and 15 o | o focus, and 65 o | o respectively 
angular aperture, lliis instrument costs about $55, and is vastiy su- 
perior to any of the IVench instruments sold here at fix>m $75 to 
^$100, and is by me considered iSoidvery duideraivm for amedical mi- 
croscope. The one here exhibited is of that kind. 

To use the microscope effidentiy much practice is required, butthe 
labor may be very gready shortened by having proper instructions on 
that subject. There are many text books of microscopy published on 
the continent of Europe, but I shall refer here only to Auckett's great 
woric published in England, Wythe's liOcroscopists Manual publish- 
ed in our own country, and Carpenter's late production, the Micro- 
sccqpe and its Revelations, republished here with an appendix by 
ProC Smith, containing the application of tiie microscope to patho- 
logy hifeat^tion. The last is dedded^ the beat for our use. 
K is ample in its detsih, well lUnatrated by figures, and die Jpro^ 
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doet of a mind going out in that peculiar line of ipesesroh in iHiioh 
we wish to advance, and the admirable appendix of Prof. Smitb 
doubles its value for that purpose. 

Auckett is too teohnicai, written apparently more for the micro- 
soopist by profession, oontains, therefore, many things to us irrelevant, 
and omitted others, oonoeming whiofa we would desire infomu^on. 
Wythe's little work, though cheap, is the least vf^uable. Made up 
from Auokett, the selections are not always judicious, i. e., while pur- 
porting to be a book for the amateur, and perhaps a beginner, the only 
microscope which it describes and gives a plate of is one of the most 
expensive of English manu&oture, and the only firm noticed as sdi- 
lers of French microscopes is that (a very excellent and not to be 
surpassed one, by the by,) of McAllister ^ Brother, in Philadelphia, 
when that class of instruments may be found in die shops of all the 
leading optical and philosophical instrument sellers in the country. 

The chairman of the committee having more particularly devoted 
himself to the investigation of the chums of physiolc^cal and path- 
<dogieal microscopy. I herewith ccmdude my few practical remarks, 
referring to his more extended and valuable paper. 

JOHN G. P. HOLSTON. 



DR. W. W. DAWSON'S OBITUARY REPORT, 

(MoMueript not received bf OommUt^ om PMieatwm,) 
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REPORT OF GOHMITTEE ON OBITUARY, 

BT 

R. THOMPSON, M. D. 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE LIFE AKD OHARAOTER OF 

DR. MILTON GREEN. 

In the performance of the meUmcholy duty of recording the life 
and character of departed friends, we are beset with difficulties. First 
in procuring from reliable sources the materials proper, to be elabo- 
rated into form. In the second place, that of so using the material 
as to escape the besetting sin of the biographer — eza^eration of th^r 
merits — ^which, while it cannot benefit the departed, may be fraught 
with evil to the living. Because, if biography be valuable at all, it 
is so by presenting traits of character worthy of imitation, in the 
estima1i<»i of the good and the wise; and hence should be a true pic 
ture. If vice be exalted into virtue, and held up as worthy of imita* 
tion, so sure as effects follow causes, as surely will evil result to die 
rising generation, from fiilse or untruthful biographical sketch of 
diaracter. 

To escape the possibility, therefore, of error as regaids our de- 
ceased brethren, (towards whom our partialities, from what we have 
personally known of them as members of this assodation, would in- 
duce us to use strong language of conmiendation,) we have deemed 
it best to submit, as most worthy of record, life sketches drawn up 
and published in the communities in whidi ihdr loss will long be 
deeply deplored, and by friends who best knew the purity of their 
characters and the value of their lives. 

From Dr. Hoover, Dr. Green's preceptor in medidne, we received 
the following, in reply to a letter of inquiry addressed to him upon 
the subject: 

^' Baustsvixxb, Belmont Co. O., May 27th, 1857. 

^Dear Sir: In reply to your letter respecting ike kte lamented 
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I^. C^MD, I iroida My ikat I kaeir Mn well, and knew Urn but to 
love him. He was mj pupil — one I always felt proud ofl The Doe- 
tor located Sn ABtrim, Ouenney Coun^, Ohio^ in ld40, barely turned 
of his 21st year. Notwlthstaoding he was so very young, ttid sup- 
rewided by aged praoti^Ben, he in a yery short time estabHshed an 
enviable character in his profession. By his candor, integrity, and 
gmitleiiiaaly conduct towards his profesao«d competitors, he soon 
gained their cenfidenee and esteem. In Ms professional duties he was 
prompt, energetic and decisive; at the same time afiectionate, t^der 
and sympaiAizing. 

'^In 1845 he located in Cambridge, in the same county, where his 
field for usefulness was more extended, and where he stood at the head 
of his preiMsictt up to the time of his death— -(untimely I must say) 
-^which was caused^ doubtless, by the neglect of his own health, in 
Ae ardor of his feettags kit his frienda 

« Very truly yours, J. HOOVER." 

In iha «*GiieigMiey l^mes," Jan. 15th, 1857, we find the feUowing: 

^ Ai a meeting of the Ckienney Cbunfy Medical Associayon, held 
ait die Hof»l of Ji^es B. Moore^ in Camlnri^, on the 8th inst., the 
following preamble and resolutions were adopted, expressive e( the 
senae of the AssoeiatioB, in view of the death oi an esteemed mem- 
ber. Dr. MSton Gtwa: 

^ Whenoij h has pleased Alm^^hty Gk>d, in his all-wise providence, 
to remove l^ death our worthy and esteemed brother member, Dr. 
mtoen Gbeen, the members <^ this Society deeply feel that this sol* 
emn event calls on them to sympathise with his bereaved fkmily, in 
ihia aittotki^ dsqpensation of an over-ruling Providence, in the less of 
n kind hudband and fitther; and the town of Oombridge and vicinity 
of one of her best and most distinguished physteians. Aaexpresnve 
of o»r sorrow, lUa Society agrees to adopt ^ foHowiag resokitions: 

^ B$itdved^ That i» the death of Dr. MUton Green, we deplore the 
lees of a brother merab^, whose cultivated mind, extensive medieal 
and sm^ieal ae^uirements, long experience and ni^bie hemrt, endeared 
him to ail to whom time and intimaoy had revealed tiioee excellent 
tradts of charaotmr; and we, as breAren of the medical proi^ion, 
more keenly feeL and more de^y depkne his loss. 

^ Betoh^dy That we tender our aympatiiies to the -bereaved fiimily 
and firiends of the deoeased, and join with them in sorrow for onr 
comm<Hi bereavement. 

'^AmfMlf That the mevabers of this Society will testify their re- 
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wptM tbr ihe vamorj of tlie deoeased bj WMrkg the utuftl badge of 
mourning. 

'' i2Mofe«d^ That a oopj of these reaolutions be oommimioated, hj 
the officers of this Society, to the fiunilj of the deceased. 

^^£e9olvedf That the above preamble and resolutioos be published 
in our county papers. 

^^JSeiolved^ That» as a further mark of respect, this Society do now 
adjourn, to attend the funeral of our deceased friend and brother 
member, at two o'clock this day. 

" F. BEA, Pbssidbnt. 

"J. P. TiKGLiB, Sec. 

« Cambridge, Jan. 8th, 1857." 

'^ At a meeting of the Council of the Town of Cambridge, held at 
the Mayor's office, on the evening of the sixth inst, to testify their 
regard for their fellow member, Dr. Milton Gre^ the object of the 
meeting being stated, the following preamble and resolutions were 
adopted, to-wit: 

" Whereas J It has pleased Almighty God, in the dispensation of his 
Providence, to remove from among us our fellow memb^, Dr. Milton 
Green, a worthy and esteemed citizen, who died at his reodence in 
this place on this day at 3 o'clock P. M.*-^tberef<Nre 

^^Sesohed, That we feel deeply sensible of the loss which our body 
and society have sustained in the death of Dr. Milton Green. 

*' Besolvedf That we cherish the highest regard for the memory *of 
the deceased, as an efficient and useful member of our body, as a phy- 
sician, and also for those excellent qualities that characterized him as 
a man and a citizen. 

^ Beaolvedf That as members of the Common Council of Cambridge, 
we tender to the widow and relatives of the deceased our deepest 
sympathy in their bereavement 

^Besohed^ That the Recorder enter the proceedings of this meeting 
on the minutes of the Council, and that he present to the widow and 
jfiimily of the deceased a copy of these resolutions, as an evidence of 
our sincere sympathy with ber and them, and of the high regard with 
which we cherish the memory of the deceased. 

*' Betobfedf That we attend the funeral of the deceased, from his 
residence, on Thursday the eighth inst., at two o'clock. 

^^Buohed^ That these proceedings be signed by the Mayor and 
Recorder, and published in the papers of the county. 

'* On motion, the meeting adjourned. 

''J. W. WHITE» MiTOB. 
«D. K. WisKB, Recorder." 



<< At 8 x&^tbig'df GMBtifl^ Lodg6, No; 801^ L O. O; f .^ Md eir 
the sixth inst., the following pr^mUe and ree^jMicm i««fe tmM* 
mbttsly ddopted. 

^* Whereas, It has pleased tihe All-wise Oeatot to remove flt>m^ 
aiiiong lis Dr. Milton Green, a worthy member Of our otder, wHo^' 
loss is universallj regretted* by idi who knew hihi, whbs^ aid ant 
sympathy was always extended to the affiit^ted and distressed, whos« 
medical skill and ability and whose gentlemanly deportment and- ifio- 
cial qnalities had gathet^d arotmd hiiti a large circle of fHend^ and 
inlimate acqnaintancesj by whom he will long be rememb^l^d ; tll€^^ 
fore, as a tribute of respect to the memory of our deceased brOtb^, 
the members of tlris lodge unanimously adopt the blowing resohi- 
ttons: 

^ Beeohed, Thftt the members of this Lodge wear the ustial Badg^' 
of mOUrhitig, as a token of their r^ard fyt their deceased broftker. 

^^ Resolved, That the members of this lodge attidnd' the fhiieral of* 
Brother Green, and perform the uSual fUHeral ceremonies of the Ordei*. 

^^ Resolved, That while we bow in humble submission to the will of 
t^e Divine Buler of heaven and earth, we mourn and reigret the d^ifth 
of otir esteemed brother, and sincerely sympathize witii tiie fkni^ 
and fHends of the deceased, in the irreparable loss which they haVe 
sustained. 

" Resolved, That the Secretary of this lodge present a copy of the 

foregoing resolutions to the relatives of the deceased, and also a copy 

to the editor of each of our county papers for publication. 

"W. MAYNARD, N. G; 
« B. S. HxRiNo, Sec.'* 



DB. D. A. :^ISHER. 

For the following beautiful biographical sketch of Dr. Fisher wfe' 
atfe indebted to D. 8. Willing, Esq., editor of " The American Inde- 
pendent," Bridgeport, Ohio, under date of May 22d, 1857, which, 
together with the proceedings of iEtna Lodge of F. arid A. Masons, 
we feel free to present sjA exponents of the life and character of one 
whose untiiiiely fete we, with his numerous friends and relatives, are 
called upon to deplore. 

** Having received a request to write a sketch of the life of fir. 
Fisher, from his bereaved and deeply sorrowing wife, we comply with 
mournful pleasure, for the reason that we delight to cherish the mem- 
ory of a true friend, and give what of comfbrt we may to anguhhed 
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ones, who ^1 so keenly the loss of such a noble-hearted, UglMninded 
brother, husband and &ther as Dr. F. 

"He was bom in Frederick County, Virginia, September 20th, 
1880, and would have been thirty-seven years old had he survived 
until September next. In 1832 he removed, with his widowed moth- 
er, from Vii^tnia to Belmont County, Ohio, where he remamed until 
he completed his literary and medical education. A dutiful son, he 
contributed to the happiness of an affectionate mother in every way, 
and still found time and means to pursue his studies, by a strict course 
of temperance, industry and economy. We remember him well as 
together we trode the halls of college, walked the groves in company, 
and mutually aided each other up the path of science. It was at 
Franklin College, New Athens, Ohio, where he mainly obtained his 
literary qualifications for the eminence and useMness to which he 
ascended in after life. During his college career he gave evidence of 
high moral sentiment, noble aims, and great-hearted generosity; and, 
amid all the temptations of youth, passed without a stain of dishonor, 
and with the friendship and good wishes of his associates. The rec~ 
ollections of those happy days of intimacy with the deceased are at 
once * pleasant and mournful to the soul.' Dr. F. was self-educated, 
sustaining himself by teaching until he finished bis course, and, by the 
training his circumstances gave 'him, developed those higher manly 
qualities of self-reliance which tended so powerfully to his success 
and distinction. 

" He chose the profession of medicine, and studied with Dr. Waters, 
of Belmont, Belmont County, Ohio. Here, as in his literary course, 
by persevering energy he succeeded rapidly, mastered the various 
departments of medical science, and started out in his professional life 
with distinction in the very outset Our duties having separated us, 
we knew him in his professional life only from his good and well 
earned reputation as a skillful, successful and humane practitioner. 
He pursued his calling with honor, in West Brownsville, Salem and 
Baltimore, in Fairfield County, Ohio; then in Mt. Gilead, Morrow 
County, from whence he removed to Reynaldsburgh, Franklin Coun- 
ty, where he met with the sad calamity which so suddenly terminated 
Us popular and useful life. He had resided in the above place some 
three years when the gloomy event occurred. 

*' From a newspaper notice s^t us by his afflicted wife, we learn 
tbat^ at about twelve o'clock on May fifth, himself and a young man 
had loaded a heavy log on a wagon, a few rods from his residence. 
After the log was placed upon the wagon, it rolled off on the opposite 
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side, knocking him down in sudi a manner as to bring Us head 
directly under it, crushing it so severely as to cause his death instantly. 

'4n this painful casualty, a wife widowed, and three small children 
orphaned, are made to mourn a husband's and a Other's untimely 
death! 

"The writer of the notice referred to says: 

" ' During the residence of several years in this community, Dr. 
Fisher has^ by constant and successful attention to his professional 
calling, and by an honoitible deportment, won the esteem of Ms fel- 
low-citizens.' 

"A very large concourse of people attended his solemn funeral. 
He was buried by the Masonic Fraternity; with their impressive and 
significant ceremonies. 

" On the eighth, a day after the sad occurrence, the following reso- 
lutions of respect and condolence were passed by iEtna Lodge No. 
21% of F. and A. Masons : 

" WhereaSf It hath pleased the Great Grand Master of the Universe 
to remove firom our midst, in the prime and vigor of life, by a sudden 
and unexpected stroke of his providence, our worthy and beloved 
brother. Dr. D. A. Fisher, therefore be it 

^Besolved^ That it is with deep and unfeigned sorrow that we are 
called upon to record the death of our deceased brother: in his death 
our institution has lost one of its best and purest lights, and the com- 
munity at large one of its most substantial and upright citiasens. 

" Besolved, That while we must deeply deplore the loss to our order 
of an affectionate and beloved brother, yet we feel that our loss is 
small, compared to that of his afflicted family. 

^^JResolvedy That while we must sincerely sympathize with the wid- 
ow of our deceased brother, and her &therless children, in their sud- 
den bereavement, in being thus deprived of a kind and affectionate 
husband, and an indulgent parent, it is with a sense of confidence in 
our Great Master, who 'tempers the wind to the shorn lamb,' that he 
will care for the widow and the offspring of those who place their 
confidence and trust in him. 

^Retolvedy That in accordance with the principles of our Masonic 
institution, we tender our bereaved sister and her fiitherless children 
the consolations of our order, and that proteoti<m and assistance to 
which they are justly entitled, as the &mi]y of a deceased worthy 
brother. 

^ We regret our want of time and information to speak more fully 
<tf Us merits as a phyaiolan and man, in thasodal and domestic citoIa. 
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Skt^ we knov him m a c#i«tiiaii ^.a «tu^(^.0Q]j to lonm^ Im^e 
coofideQce in him. We gladly jpeak to his praise, ^ aa exam|fele 
voartby of imitation by those who wi^ to be good, useful and happy* 
)(aj Uie biasings of heaven strew the pathway of his widow^ and a 
kind providence guide and guard the steps of his dear little chil^w, 
under Grod ; they are in the watchful bands of the lifbsonic frate^ity, 
who will see to their trailing and education* 

'' The State Medical Society, of which Dr. F. was an honored mem- 
ber, will prepare and publish his obituary, and preserve a record of 
his character and position in life." 



«'E.' 
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BY 



torn DAWSiJN, W, I)« QwwuAJr. 

Th^ 0QiaiiiUta» ^ii»i|;ed with the duijr of miifciiigilie ^Mmniil Rs- 
pprt w Si)]^ry, have felt :9Qmd AoiharnwiPMnt in the eekoliOD of • 
jnibjeot The iefM^wt i» mo estMudve, aod all the unljeots ^ 
whioh it wi eampoeed being «eerly c^ equal iotanaeli it,h«i4eMa«d id- 
moit like in?idioiiaoeB8 to ettes^t to xoake a ehoiee. 

We Bu^it, perha{NB, bave oooapied our time aooqrtaUy hj i»iriew- 
iog or looking iato soioe tpmiaUfyj jsome partioolajr xxpentiou or.pio- 
.oeeding, its merits, demerits, etc., and enough oould there hoFe facw 
foimd to oooup7 toIwbss satl^ than rejxartss or we maj^. have, de- 
tailed a lot of oases operated c^ hj some pacli<wlar method, with 
results; or we might have made a single 4)iiievatio]i, hj ourselves or 
our nei^hois, the bsais of remarks enough to ooenpjr d» pages of an 
ordinary sised report; or we mi^ have oalled attentioii to the ia- 
«reaaiDg frequenoy of certain kinds of surgery, or radier to a aow 
olass of injuries, from railroads, noaohiniNry, and odier things of Ab 
kiad ; or we might have taken up some neKi operatioii, or new metti- 
,od, the first of the kind which has been puribrmed; «nd If it had 
proved unsuecessful, have ahown how ignorant the surgeon was who 
undertook it; or if suooessAil, have become eloquent on the pDqgi;eas 
of Buigery, exhausting the nesouxoes of rhetorioon die operator as 
being learned, intrepid and able ; or we might have aUuded to the 
compaeative popularity of surgery in the nineteentii eeutury, aad^the 
iiraquenoy with whioh eoro^taons are taken to the manner m which it 
is piaotiaed. Any of these, indeed, would have fiusmshed morethan 
a suffieieney for the oooasion, while the moat of them oontam moas 
than ^e oould haveibund time tp praaent 

Oar aptioi^ howfier, is to ooeapy a iit tte s p aaa % Avverjr haisf aa* 
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edge in eurgieal eeienee. For this puipoie we will arrange our re- 
marks under the following heads : 

1. — The Age of Sdentific Surgery* 

2. — Tlie Mechanical or Operative Department of Surgery* 

3. — The ScientifU, or Pathological Department. 

4. — What per centum of mceese juetifiee a surgical operation. 

We hy no means expect to exhaust what is contained under each 
one of these heads, but merely wish to use them for the discussicm 
of points which we think entitled just now to special consideration. 
The age of surgery is a matter that is not easily estimated, if in try- 
ing to do so, we take into consideration all the time within which pro- 
cedures of some kind or other, and after some fashion or other hare 
taken place. Surgical operations of several kinds extend back to the 
commencement of the historic period. They are as old as acoidrats 
and injuries, and an account of them makes up a part of the first lit- 
erary efforts of our race. The lUiad has immortalized die names of 
Podali^us and Macfaaon for their services in the Trojan war ; and the 
most ancient literature is interspersed here and there with detaib of 
diffisrent kinds of suigical effinrts. Nor is history barren in its ac- 
count of very ancient efforts, undertaken for the relief of some of the 
gravest forms of accident and disease. B^re the Ohristian era 400 
years. Lithotomy was practised. Operations for stone preceded Hip- 
pocrates ; and, although this author never himself performed this op- 
eration, his recommendation of incisions to extract calculi from ike 
kidney, his performance of amputations, his trepaning, his treatment 
of fractures and dislocations, his use of the obstetrical forceps, and his 
maxim, *^when medicine fails recourse should be had to the knife, and 
when the knife is unsuccessful, to fire," go to show the date <^ his 
practice and the character of the operations compassed by his genius. 
Herophilus was in the habit, in schinasitis and tumors of the livwand 
of the spleen, of cutting through the parietes of the abdomen, and 
applying medicines to those oi^ns. We attempt, indeed, scarcely 
anything in modem times, in which we have not be^i, to a greater <n* 
less extent, anticipated by the ancients. On the ruined walls of the 
renowned temples of ancient Thebes, basso-relievos have been found, 
displaying suigical operations and instruments not very diflhrent from 
those in use in modem times. The Dilator or speculum of modem 
times, has its exact prototype, it is said, in one now in the museum of 
Naples, obtained from the ruins of Pompeii, (Dr. Jdmson.) Tiie 
Alexandrian surgeons 6xhil»ted ingenuity in many tbioga. Amnoni* 
em iKveiited an inatrament and Qsed it for breaking donm atone in tha 
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bladder, thus antddipatiiig completelj Giniale, whose invention it was 
thought added a wreath to the crown of French surgery. Really the 
surgeons of the Alexandrian school excelled in some things. They 
were distinguished for the nicety of their dressings, and also in the 
use of bandages. iGgenita, having satisfied himself of the situation 
of stone by the rectum, made his incision, not in the centre of the per- 
ineum, as rec(»nmended by Gelsus, but toone side of the raphe, as is the 
pmetioe of the present day. He also inculcated the propriety of ma- 
king in lithotomy the smallest possible opening in the bladder, an im- 
portant thought of modem times. 

We might in this connection allude to the invention of instruments 
and the performance of operations by the ancients more in detail, and 
associate each, with its date and name of surgeon, but our purpose is 
served, in merely directing attention here, as useful in correcting our 
propensity to claim things, with which the public are not familiar, or 
that happen to have a new appearance, as being original with us. 
These examples, however, are very far from proving that surgery, as 
a science, had an existence at the different periods to which we have 
alluded. The very reverse is nearer the truth. Its foundation. An- 
atomy, was not cultivated at all until long after the death of Hippo- 
crates, and then but for a short time at a single school, (Alexandria). 
Not only was it not cultivated for much the largest portion of Christ- 
ian history, but dissections were with great zeal prohibited. Then 
again, what there was of surgery at a very early day fell into the 
hands of a very low and superstitious class, who persisted in the pos- 
session of the most important operations until a comparatively recent 
period. This class of individuals were the only ones that performed 
lithotomy in the days of Hippocrates. They retained exclusive pos- 
session of the operation also at the period of the Alexandrian school, 
and for centuries afterwards. Hippocrates never, as we have seen, 
operated fur stone ; neither did any of the professors of Alexandria, 
nor any one else of any reputation for a thousand years after the op- 
eration had been inaugurated. Celsus describes a mode of operation, 
'^ catting in the gripe^^ though there is no evidence that this accom- 
plished Roman ever himself practiced surgery. Rome had no prac- 
titioners of surgery for a period of 600 years after the empire was 
founded ; and when Archagathus, from Alexandria, went thither, and 
ventured on that people some of the operations with which he had 
made himself acquainted, his title was changed from surgeon to that 
of ^ exwutioner^^ and he was banished from the capital. So low re- 
ally waa sargdTj at one time that it was prohibited by edicts of the 



tuSbg <le^atolry 16 tie digtiit^iJf did piiesthood, and beneatii the at- 
tention of ail jAtn 6f leamitig. llttitf circQinstaiieed aiid degmded 
withotit aiiy ftked o^ eflfanblisHed prijdciples that might serve as a nucleiis 
&f the building up of a- science, surgery continued for a peHod Of mop^= 
than 2^000 years. Ocdasiomd attempts were made to raise it from it^ 
lO"!!^ poiiitiotij but it was not until during the fifteenth century, when the 
ax^ of pi^ihtingwas introduced, that anything worthy of note Was ac- 
coitiplished; Ambrose Pare, <tf Prance, and Wiseman, of England, 
first successfully rescued the department from tHe hands of barbetis, 
ftMei's and magicians, and, by directing investigatibn ri^tly, suc- 
ceeded in securing for it attention firom men of sense, and something 
of public patronage. About the snme time Vesalius, 7ano|>iuSj Eus- 
tl&ehius lived; and by their anatomical resei^hes contributed to the 
introduction of the new ^ra. The commencement of this era dates 
back only about 800 years. Scientific sui^ery is, therefore, about 
300 years old, a period of time but little more timn the aggregate 
longevity of six medical men. 

The Mechanical Department of Surgery, — Lately, no less than in 
fohner times, volumes have been written describing the methods only 
of perfbtrtiing surgical operations. And the American Medical Asso^ 
ciatlon, sit itb mating last year, appointed a special committee to make 
A-ri^port oil this department. Always it has maintained a character 
for ati»*action, and many minds have been with it entirely engrossed. 
EVeh-ytliirig itl regard to results was in early times mostly supposed 
to be due to tlie secret skill or facility with which operations were 
performedl Confined alinost entirely, for twenty centuries, to a class 
of ignorant men, nothing but the mere work of the hands, the literal 
sigtiificatton of the term, ehimrgery^ received any attention. This was 
strikingly instanced in the persecution and banishment of those who 
practiced the &rt when success did not happen to follow their efforts. 
The truth of the remark may also be recognized in the circumstance 
that the priests were forbidden to practice surgical operations of any 
kind. The Council of Tours supposed that but little else was involved 
in sut'gical' operations than filthy work with the hands. The same 
sexitiiiient Was prominent iii the Arabic mind during the time that 
rice had exclusive charge of the science of medicine. TKeir surgeons 
ejchausted their e^rts in complicated apparatus, in the construction 
of ihstruments, and in the methods of Operation. 

Then, again^ how are we otherwise to explain the universal tenden- 
cy, with but here and there an exception, of those who practiced the 
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important branches of surgery, to keep their methods of operation a 

secret This, as before remarked, was not only done with great care 
and pertinacity, but continued in force as a practice until the seven- 
teenth century. It is seen in the example of Buysch, who carried 
with him to his grave the secret of his admirable injections; in that 
of Roonhuysen, who made a secret of his lever, the only substitute 
then known for forceps in difficult labor; and in that of Raw, who cut 

successfully fifteen hundred patients for stone, and kept his method 
of operation such a profound secret that even his own pupils pub* 
lished different accounts of it^ afler his death. 

Such examples prove several things, — ^but they set forth, very 
prominently, the fact that surgery was regarded as a mere mechanical 
procedure, involving only mechanical ideas — something with which 
reason and philosophy should have nothing to do. 

In taking a view of surgery from another angle, it will be noticed 
that the operative department fiiiled to engross the attention of any 
medical man of ancient times, who was possessed of genius, or had a 
foretaste of the true philosophy. Hippocrates spent the force of his 
great endowments on medicine and acute diseases. lie was but par- 
tially interested with surgery, and perhaps did no more in this line 
than he was compelled to do by circumstances. Celsus, the cotem* 
porary of Cicero, and whose labors the latter so fully appreciated as 
to give birth to the sentiment, '' Nothing so nearly approaches the 
eharaeter of the gods as giving health to our fellow men^^ was no 
surgeon. lie, as already noticed, described operations, but there b 
no evidence that he ever performed one. Galen, .who, after the lapse 
of one hundred and Mtj years from Celsus, succeeded to public &vor, 
and who held dominion over both surgery and medicine fur thirteen 
hundred years, unfortunately lived in the anti anatomical period of 
Rome, when a science, the indispensable pre-requisite to sij^ry, 
could not be studied. He felicitates himself, for example, on the 
opix>rtunities he had enjoyed, of having examined two skeletons at 
Alexandria. He dissected inferior animals, monkeys, and performed 
phlebotomy; but his practice in Rome was almost entirely confined 
to medicine. Orileasius wrote on sutgery, but he was not interested 
with it, and discouraged it except in very extreme cases. Paulus 
^genita did perhaps more for surgery, scientifically, than any of his 
predecessors; yet his frequent use uf fomentations, ointments, plas* 
ters, and his love of bandages and complicated machinery in fractures 
and dislocations, show the dominancy of mechanics in all his effortai 
BeaUy, we find no mind, of an order commensurate with the impoiv 
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tanee of the subjecti wholly eogroased in iUi eiiltitation~t6uehhig the 
spritigs that vibrate to the most valuable results — until the times of 
Pare, Petit, Wiseman, Pratt and John Hunter. 

Survey past history by periods of time, and still we feil to see an 
adequate appropriation of mind to the emergencies and important 
questions connected with surgery. From the commencement of the 
historic period to the Trojan war, 1184 years before Christ, the prac* 
tioe of surgery was limited to the suggestions of instintt; and my-, 
thology was its only exponent For more than thirteen hundred 
years after the above period, which embraces the doings of the As- 
clepiades, of Hippocrates and Qalen, anatomy was not studied as a 
pre-requisite of surgery, but the operations were confined mostly to 
those who professed intuitive knowledge, or were governed by the 
gods. Cato, for example, during this period, wrote down the words 
of incantation fur curing, dislocations and fractures. The period just 
referred to^ which comes up to the end of the second century of the 
Christian eia, was marked, as all know, by some of the best efibrts 
df which the human hand and mind have ever shown themselves 
capable. Unfortunately, however, scientific suigery came in for but 
a share of these. Ignorance of organization, pretended horror of 
blood, and false veneration of the human body, were sufficient to di- 
rect attention almost entirely from the subject. Neither Greece nor 
Rome furnished an example of the genus homo who successfully gave 
to his age operative surgery in its true lights— an art depending for 
Its success upon the strictest and most enlarged cultivation of obser- 
vation and experience. It was not until medicine lefl the classic 
shores of Italy and Greece, and took up its abode the second time in 
Egypt, that Anatomy, for but a short period, was cultivated in con<* 
nection with surgery. The age of transition (Renoard) if it might 
be so termed, commencing with the death of Galen and extending to 
the fourteenth century, a period of more than a thousand years, in- 
cludes the agency of the Arabs — their efforts at improving medical 
science. Uncultivated, and without any previous knowledge of the 
subject, the Arabs approached it de-novo. The Greeks, from whom 
M> much ought to have been expected, exhausted themselves in end- 
kss controversies, imbibed, as it were, the contagion of the argumen- 
tative and sophistical mania. The Romans had demonstrated them- 
selves, in burning up the Alexandrian library, and, as a consequence, 
no better fortune awaited medicine than to be transferred to the hands 
of a people, not, by either habits oi culture or natural endowments, 
fitted to receive it AiUr having, however, become conscious ct the 



raqMmsibiltties resting upon tfi»m, the Arabs doffed their Tandslnm 
for the time« and commenced gathering together the debris of the 
Greek and Roman authors. They added some things, and many they 
lost They were the first who distinguished eruptive fevers; they 
enlarged the boundaries of therapeutics ; created chemistry and phar- 
macy; were among the first to establish hospitals; they separated 
medicine from surgery, and secured for physic the patronage and pro- 
tection of their governors. They lost anatomy, not being allowed by 
the Mahomedan religion to dissect; knew nothing of it except what 
they got by translating the writings of Galen. They abandoned 
many of the operations in surgery in use among the Greeks. They 
invented a great number of instruments, apparatus, &c., and seem^ 
to calculate the efiicacy of surgery by the richness of its arsenals, and 
the amount of pain infiicted by their operations. In order to stop 
hemorrhage, after amputations, they plunged the stump into boiling 
pitch. The Arabs improved surgery in nothing, scarcely, but its 
mechanics. The last and most learned of their authors, Albucasis, 
who lived in the twelfth century, wrote for his day an abridgement 
of the ** Theory and Practice of Medicine," and impended to it a sup- 
plement on surgery, which consists of a description of the instruments 
then employed in surgical operations, with explanatory figures. Ilia 
mind, to some extent, appeared to be occupied with operative surgery. 
**I have," he remarks, ''undertaken this little treatise for the purpose 
of reviving this most useful branch of our art. I have detailed briefly 
the methods of operating ; I have described all the necessary instrur 
ments, and I present their forms by means of drawings; in a word, I 
have omitted nothing of what can shed light on the practice." Thus 
ends operative surgery among the Arabs. 

In time there issues from the deserts of Tartary the present race 
of Turks, more barbarous than the Arabs. The latter were subjuga*' 
ted by them in many parts of the world; their civilization destroyed; 
their schools of medicine broken up ; and, in the general wreck, the 
little that there was of medicine and surgery sank beneath the de« 
Btroying wave — the head of physic emphatically went under, where 
it remained for several centuries. 

The darkness and gloom which followed the subjugation of the 
Arabs by the Turks, continued with but little abatement to the close 
of the fourteenth century. The dominant Turk, however, showed 
neither disposition or ability, in his new relation, to compensate by 
improvement of any kind for the destruction he had caused. H^ 

oame not to the tempte ot Esoulapiiie to ^fflnr pa tt iteaci^ mvdi kis 
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oontribatkm, for tbe wrongs he had inflicted on the world, by destroj* 
ing the only nation at the time engaged in attempts at medical or 
other scientific pursuits. 

The mind of Europe, although long anaesthetic, began to show signs 
of waking again into the vigor of life. In the fifteenth century evi- 
dence began to appear that the spell was about to pass off, and that 
the people who had formerly shown themselves incompetent to give 
medicine a respectable foothold among them, were at last about to 
be Its only hope. From the east the star of medicine was about to 
disappear. Asia wanted it no longer ; and to occidental Europe — to 
tile west — it gradually wended its way. It first neared the shores of 
Greece, but no one stood there as formerly to give a welcome signal. 
Its genial, soft light had been forgotten, never to be remembered by 
that people more. Approaching Italy, Beneveni and Vesalius, the 
latter of whom gave birth to anatomy and made it a fixture, received 
it cordially. Holland, in the persons of Ruysch, Kaw and Camper, 
done die same thing. Flashing an occasional ray still farther west, 
France and England felt that a worthy visitor was in their vicinity, 
and deputed Pitard* Pare, upon the part of the former, and Arden 
and Wiseman on the part of the latter, to conduct ceremonies of invi- 
tation. Europe then, as if new blood had begun to circulate in her 
▼eins, or new faculties had been acquired, became conscious of her 
vocation, and appropriated, as Greece had formerly done, some of the 
best of her spirits to hold communion with the genius that had been 
welcomed to her soil. The birth of a new era was the consequence. 
Medicine now became linked with the progress of the physical sci- 
ences, and with them, pari passu, it has since progressed. The an- 
tique debris of all cultivators was collected, more exact and thorough 
modes of inquiry instituted, and a sound philosophy at last was 
adopted. 

It would be too much to expect immediately, from this change in 
the aspect of things, the full amount of treasure — the perfection of the 
oalling. Such could not be true with reference to any human pursuit 

» 

In resuming our vein of inquiry, we find that operative surgery 
shared somewhat of the general good. The new era shows it to have 
left the hands of the ignorant, the incompetent, and to have advanced 
beyond the bounds of incantation and mechanics. Every generation 
oomes a little nearer to the truth ; and we may now confidently cal- 
culate, that the time is not &r when our views with reference to the 

"■ntvA taidid the CoUsge ef Saigtons, ia Paris, ia 1971. 
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true position and value of operative snidery will be matured. 

We will now proceed to our next head, the 

Pathological or Philosophical Department of Surgery, — ^There it 
perhaps no operation, however simple, but what may be influenced, 
modified or rendered useless by the presence in the system, for exam- 
ple, of the strumous, the arthritic, rheumatic, lymphatic, hiemic, tu* 
bercular or cancerous diathesis. The study of these states, as a con* 
sequence, must take precedence of the operative department. It 
matters not how well or seasonably an operation is performed, unless 
it be done in the light of all the morbid conditions preceding it, and 
present at the time, — ^not only no good will be accomplished, but the 
reputation of the surgeon may be unfavorably affected, and, wliat is 
worse still, the patient's days, instead of being lengthened and ren* 
dered more comfortable, may become shortened. 

To the states of the system above noticed we apply, for the want 
of a better name, the term cachexia. Although by no means com- 
prehended in their early stages, the cachexia nevertheless, in the dete- 
rioration which they occasion in their progress, are apt to be, sooner 
or later, pretty well pronounced. There is, indeed, often a ^cropping 
out'' that serves as an index to the peculiar character or phase of the 
morbid action. Besides these more obvious demonstrations of the 
presence of causes which qualify the character of remedial efforts, 
others exist oflen as the consequence of a poison — a materia morbif 
introduced if^to the system, the presence of which is, a priori, not 
easily ascertained, but which is nevertheless potent in the matter of 
results. 

From nipocrates to Galen, from Galen to Cbeselden, and from 
Cheselden to Physic, we have had diverse and contradictory opinions 
expressed, with reference to the propriety of operations for cancer* 
Hie sage of Cos led off against the measure, but others came after 
him who professed to have received new light, to have made the dis- 
covery that the disease may once in a wlille be cured by the arts of 
the sni^eon. As examples of the latter class, it is not necessary to 
refer to the ancients, many of whom were very positive in their opin- 
ions, but to authors of modem date, among whom may be mentioned 
Hill of Scotland, Noot of England, and Flajani of Italy. What now 
is the point of next interest herel For it may be premised as a fact, that 
a matter so f&iih in opinions contains something that is either not 
well understood, or is, in itself^ ambiguous. It would seem that sev* 
etal very difficult, though to appearances plain questkma are mvolved* 
Does a enoeroof eadiexy always have fttal Isenel OrlumOmm^ 



chexy digvefli or «lag6% flome ^ wkioli tve more tlum others ain«M^ 
ble to tr jatmdut % Or is thd oompUint modified by t^nperanient, 
Age, .Bex, locality, and the lilK', so as to i^ect the question of operation 1 
Or, fiaally, are we p o ss es s ed of aoy means by which to make out a 
oorreet diagoosis ? The opinion is now general, I might say univer* 
sal, that cancer^ when well pronounced, is incurable, whether in the 
Ibrio of scirrhus, the encephaigla, fungus, hoematdes or colloid cancer. 
And as a consequence, premises might here be formed, founded upon 
ibis senSiment, against any operations undertalcen fur the purpost a of 
sure. But another question springs up ; are there not stages in the 
dyserasy ^ere remedial effcH-ts may be interposed with reasonable 
probability of success, or rather for interrupting the cause of the al- 
teration ? May not carcinoma, while in the form of a mere schlrrus, 
or an encephaloid tumor, when first developed, be extirpated ] The 
practice of surgeons answers in the affirmative, and it is astonishing 
to see how general this is ; while reason and philosophy answer in the 
negative. The dyserasy when once set up, unless the best experience 
is at &u]t, is persistent, uncontrolable, tending to a certain result ; 
and whether regarded as due to the presaice of a materies nzorit, or 
as a degeneration of normal tissues, the destructive march is none the 
less certain downward, according to all observation is their tendency. 
Tuberculosis, diabietes mellites, hydrophobia and tetanus, have each a 
eharseter for uniformity in fatal results ; but it is very doubtful wheth- 
er either of these stands higher in this respect tlum the disease be* 
fare lis. 

An excuse for the course that surgeons generally pursue with refer- 
wee to cancer may be sought for, not, as we apprehend, in diversity 
of (^nion about the general tendency of cancerous growths, but in 
the £iot that our diagnosis is necessarily very imperfect The crude 
terms '^ malignant " and '' non-maUgnant^^^ or " analagous " and '' het- 
Qfologoui^^ as api^ied to tumors or morbid growths, have their coun* 
Impart too (^cen in the surgeon's mind. Tlie term fna%nant expresses 
merely a result ; while hetorologous implies only the presence of for* 
eign matter in the tumor. It might be supposed that we could get 
something more definite from Chemistry and the Microscope ; but the 
light by those agencies is by no means satisfactory. Chemistry tells 
us that the proximate animal principles found in tumors vary very 
much. While cancerous growths pretty uniformly consist of albu- 
men, and the non*>ma1]gnant of fat and gelatine ; yet albumen is some* 
Uflses asonsiitiiaiM of nommalignant, and gelatine pretty eonstsotly a 
csRsiitttSBl e# the eeUoii or aweiar fi^m of eatteer. Themiorosco* 
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pical characters of cancer are not tMte cofichnive. At cue thM it 
was thought the cancer cells had a particular form, the *' caudate f* 
end that there were also characters in the ^^juiix " dii^ostically. sig- 
nificant. These conclumons were premature, and confirm a maxim 
of microscopy, viz : that five years should elapse after making a dis^ 
covery before publishing it. The cancer cell difiers not in form from 
cells formed in growths connected with other diseases, or indeed from 
those occasionally found in normal tissues. This is the experience of 
microscopists generally ; and if the statement were worth anything, 
we would add that it is also our own experience. Cancerous growths 
abound in cells, and where the formation is rapid, as is the case with 
several forms of the disease, the cells are very abundant, and present 
a high degree of development, containing nuclei neucle<^i in numbers 
more than normal. We have therefore to seek for the characters of 
malignant formations, not in any particular cell or element, as con* 
tended for a short time since by Lebert and others ; but if we heed 
the microscope in the abundance and high development of cells, and 
their presence in parts where no cells naturally exist, etc. Now it is 
easy to see how fallacious such a guide must be when practically ap- 
plied. All new growth of the analagoue kind, if our ideas of devel* 
opment are not too much at fault, have their origin in a cell structure^ 
when occiirriog in connection with tissues of any character ; and ac- 
cordingly it can only be after a growth has matured, so as to present 
a contrast in structure with its surroundings, that this test can be d 
any service. Then again, occurring on mucous or serous surfaces, 
which is the seat of the form of cancer denominated viUouSy and where 
cell structure is maintained as the normal element, this cell test wodd 
seem to lose its force altogether. Analagous and heterologous growths 
here seem to fuse, so far as cell distinctions are concerned, and hence 
it may be presumed that when such are removed successfully by the 
surgeon, that is do not return after removal, they are not cancerous 
but cancroid. It has been, doubtless, from the removal of tumors of 
this character, where the essential constitutional elements of cancer 
were absent, that consistency has been given to operations. 

The ^^ cancer juice^^ is ofben alluded to as an element of diagnosis; 
and is regarded by some as very characteristic. Upon what such 
statements are predicated it is hard to discern. Tbis jui^ is amor* 
phous, as we understand it, except when it contains the granules and 
oells of the part from which it has been squeezed. It is viscid, whi* 
tish, or yellowish, though these are characters common to other mot* 
hid fluids^ and as a consequence in themsdives wordt nothing. 
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Th» itroma of a cancerous tumor imports somethiug more in the 
way of characteristics. The stroma seems to consist of fibres, in the 
meshes of which are deposited the tnateries morhi^ in the form of cells, 
and it appears that it is by the increase of these cells more than any- 
thing else the disease advances. The presence, then, of a great col- 
lection of cells, and in a part where they do not naturally exist, or in 
other words, on ^ error loci " of cells, is, to say the least, a suspicious 
circumstance, and is perhaps of more consequence in diagnosis than 
any of the points, or all of them put together, to which we have 
alluded* 

The cancer dyscrasyy although in the commencement often occult^ 
attains to a condition, sooner or later, when it gives out phenomena 
symptomological, which, taken in connection with other circumstan- 
ces, perhaps serve the surgeon most faithfully. The importance of 
the pathological department of surgery is merely exemplified, but by 
no means exhausted with cancer. 

We propose now to review some of the leading surgical procedures, 
in, however, but a few of their aspects, for the purpose of seeing 
whether the contingencies, results, etc., connected with them are right- 
ly regarded. And we may say in advance, that the limits of this pa- 
per will allow of but a glance, and that, too, only at some of the more 
important operations. We will begin with the 

Pkoonosis of Amfutatiokb. — ^There is something in amputations 
that needs fuller elaboration. The pathological conditions, for which 
amputations are proposed and practised, are far from being compre- 
hended. IVom ignorance, or rather want of information here, false 
expectations have been mspired. Benj. Bell, for example, says in his 
general remarks on amputations, that he believes that not one death 
will happen in twenty cases of amputations, including hospital and 
private practice. Inman collected 3586 cases of amputations, and 
Fenwick 4837. Out of all these, the operation was fatal in about one 
in three. The statistics of later surgeons go to confirm the truth of 
these results in regard to amputations in general. Syme and Fergu* 
son, two of our leading surgeons of the present day have expressed 
opinions on the good success following amputations at the hip joint 
Cox, however, collected 84 cases in which amputations at the hip 
joint had been performed, and from these it was found that the reco9^ 
4ries were less than one in three of those operated tm. In regard to 
the mnjor amputations of the limbs, amputation of the thigh, leg and 
arm, the statistics by Malgaigue, from the Pat is hospitals, by Lawrie^ 
from the Glasgow hospital, by Simpson, from the British hospitabi 
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and Phillips' ooUeotion, show a fatality, in. the proportion of about one 
in every two and a half operated upon. That is, in every two and a 
half of amputations of the superior and inferior extremities there was 
one death. Results something like these were given to the Royal 
Medico Chirui^cal Society in a paper read before that body, by Ben- 
jamin Phillips, in 1887. The paper having been founded on what was 
thought to be too limited a number of operations ; the publishing 
committee of the society called in question the correctness of the con- 
clusions, which were, that in 100 operations there were 23 deaths, and 
refused to publish it. Mr. Phillips was also requested to investigate 
the subject more fully before publishing any observations. Statistics 
were then collected from hospitals and private practice in differrat 
countries, all of which not only confirmed what had been said before 
tiie society, but showed that the estimate of 23 per cent, of mortality 
in amputations of the arm, leg and thigh, was much too low, and that, 
as already noticed, trutii makes it one in every tvfo and a Ao// operated 
upon. 

Prognosis of Hernia. — Have our views of the amount of disease 
usually associated with strangulated hernia been entirely &ulties8. 
Pott taught the doctrine, that in cases operated upon sufficientiy early 
and with the due amount of care, there is scarcely any danger at all ; 
not more, he says, than one in fifty cases die. Late researches, how- 
ever go to establish very different conclusions. Out of an extensive 
collection of operations, performed by a full average of competency, 
and under the ordinary circumstances in which the accident makes its 
appearance, it is ascertained that one in every two or two and a half 
subjected to the operation perishes. Of 77 cases recorded by Sir 
Astiey Cooper, S^ died ; and of the 183 collected by Malgaigua, 114 
died. 

Prognosis of LiTHOTOMv.-^tatistics have been published ^f late, 
going to show the results of operations for stone, in the bladder. In 
regard to this operation, so formidable in appearance, much diversity 
of opinion has prevailed. As performed by some of our American 
surgeons, the prognosis has seemed very favorable. The reported 
success of several sui^ons has astonished other surgeons throughout 
the world. Cheselden was the first to tabulate the results of cases of 
Lithotomy. He operated on 213 cases at St. Thomas' Hospital, with 
a mortality of about one in ten and a half. Coulson has a table of 
6,369 cases, which shows a result of one death in, six and five-eighth 
cases. Qnale has constructed a table of 2868 pp^erations, exclusively 
French, the result is one death in five and three-«iuarter cas^ Qross 
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hm » tftU« compvM«g iho opentloDs ofAaMriotatiiiBiOBiilaM, in 
ail €d5 08869, in which the deaths are only one in twenty end a ha]£ 
It is said that OHt of 180^ oases cut, up to the beginning of 1846, by 
Dr. Dudley, of Lexington, Kentucky, but five deaths occurred. Met- 
tauer, of Virginia, cut ^B cases ; two deaths. Wai^ea, of Boston, 
80 cases, 2 deaths. Gibson, of Philadelphia, 50 cases, six dealte. 
In the Peimsylvania Hospital, between 1762 and 1848, 8S cases weue 
operated on. Of this number 72 were cured, 10 died, and one was 
regarded as relieved. Inman, who has done so much in the way of 
statasdcs, found that of the 5,900 cases which he collected, Y65 died, 
or one in seven and three-quarters, Dupuytren collected 8&Q cases 
operated on in Paris, the mortality in these equalled one in six* Wil- 
lis, from all the statistics accessible throughout the world, emfaraehag 
subjects of all ages, and different plans of operations, concludes that 
the general average of mortality in Lithotomy is about one in eight 

Paoanosis of Ofbratzonb ik Ovabian Disbasb. — We have had 
much written of late years on the histofysnd statistics of ovariotomy. 
While something similar to ovariotomy was practiced by the ancient 
Jews, who were in the habit of qualifying their unfortunate females 
for the duties of eunuchs, by removing the ovaries, a prac^oe that is 
still continued in certain parts of India ; and, while the subject of ovar 
rian disease was thoroughly discussed in the early part of the 
dghteenth c^tury, by Morgagni; Payer, De Haen, Targaoni and 
Lieutaud, it may with propriety be assumed, that the operation only 
becMne established during the early part of the present centniy.— 
Tke fu*st names connected with it in modem times, are those of L'- 
Almonier, Houston, McDowel, of Kentucky, and Lizacs, of SeoUl^ld• 
Of 800 cases now tabulated, in which operations have been attempt- 
ed for the removal of the ovarian tumor, 119 only have been saccess- 
ful in the removal of the disease and recovery of the patient ; or 
80.66 to 100, or a little less than two in five* That is, in every five 
operated upon, two have been successful. This, strange as it may 
strike us, it will be seen, is similar to the ratio of reeoveriea, all cau» 
SOS included, of amputations of the thigh. 

Prookosis of FaAOTtmBS. — ^Allied to the same inquiry is the pK^- 
nosis of fractures — ^the per centage of mischief occaffloned to the or- 
ganism by the fracturing of bones. This subject has received little 
attention from any one of ancient or modem times. Deformities, 
shortening, etc., of course escaped the attention of no one who had 
any experience in surgery. Tet, strange as it may seem, only an oc- 
casional faint, or some aceidetttal rerna^ witli referenoB to tihe faith 
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some degree «f de&rmity socompames the retaiicm of oertttin ft«o- 
tared bones ; tad It is to be presamed liie saiDe obeerwtion faee been 
madB by eferjr emtgeon down to tbe present time* But in this ocmb- 
try^ Efi^tand sstid Fnmoe^ indeed, tbronghont Ekirope, nothing at all 
satuifiiotoiy k to be fimnd. Our litoratare is not defioient, by aof 
fiMsns, ia sfntistlos on the ocseuirence and treatment of fractures, ki 
misr own eovmtrj we have the statistics puUished by Dr. Wallace, ia 
IBSdf whkh embraoes an account of 1,800 fractures treated in tbe 
PeflbsylTfuiia Hospital. Ncnrris, <^ the same institution, has also pd^ 
liflhed an account <^ frsK^ores. Piercan has ^ven the proftssien an 
aeeount, etatistioal, of the fraetoresin the Massaohusetls General. Hea- 
pital up to tiie year 1840, Lento has done <&e same t^ng in die New 
York Hospital Smt twelve yeara preceding 1851. Statistics bav« also 
been frrmxriied by Lonsdale, of the Middlesex Hospital, London, by 
Fricke, of the Gkoieral Hospital at Hamburgh. Upon these, tables 
httre been constniotod, to determine the average fhtality of sudi acoi- 
dsnts, iJie ohanees of cure, etc. No attempt, however^ upon anythiiig 
like an extensive collection of cases has been made, to sMb^ what hmm 
ieen 4h$ ttmal restdta offraatures ? What proportion <^aH the cases 
treated has been dismissed, ^perfect f^ what proportkm has left the 
hands of surgeons " impeirfect^^ with the bone shcnrtened, bent, or otii- 
ttrwiee deformed 1 When deformity hae followed the treatment of a 
ease of fracture, attention, if tiie trouble has occurred in the hands of 
an able suxgecm or in the wards of a hospital, has been direoted to an 
imagined or real imperfectbn in the fixtures used for r^aining the 
fragments in place, and frdfiling that indicati<m ; and when it has 
ha{^>ened in the hands of a practitioner of medicine, with an expefi- 
enoe seoessarily limited, the fruit has generally been laid at tiie door 
of the practitioner, and he held^respon^ble for consequences. The 
real ({neatioiu — ^the amount of injury sustained, tiie prc^osis m view 
of this, and the impeifect means in the handsof the profession to '* re- 
store OTder," impart primary symmetry*— 'in short, to make a pexfeot 
'' cure,*' have, by no means, received the consideration to whieh they 
are entitied. It would not, perhi^, be right to say tiiat these impor- 
tant questions have been ignored; but it is right to say tiiat they hate 
been negfiecietL 

An attempt has reeently been made, to siqiply the defieieacy to 
wUdi we have alluded on the sabjeet of fraetmes, by Prof. Hamiltoii) 
q4 Boffido, New York. Prof. Hamilt(»i's veseardtes have been oeUr 
fined mostiy to the remUts of treaknentj not by those enjoying limited 
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opportunities for skill, but llie results of tieatmeiit by those haTing 
experience, those qualified to do all that oan be done with present 
knowledge, and surrounded with mi average of oireumstanoes. The 
inquiry, as far as it has extended, has thrown to the surface some very 
important facts. Of the treatment of fractures generally, ^imper^- 
ium^^ in the form of shortened limbs, crooked bones, or other defor- 
mities, appears to be " th$ rule;^^ and ^^perfiet eureg^^ the exception. 
Future researches in the same line may vary the proportions relative- 
ly, with regard either to special bones or to those of the entire skele- 
ton subject to fracture ; but we have no idea that the general law set 
forth by the researches of Prof. H. will ever be changed. It is a phi- 
losophical truth, that all the fractures ever connected with humanity, 
if tabulated, would most likely confirm. 

The profession are indebted to Prof. H. for his labors in this field; 
and we hope tiiat he may feel the necessary interest to contmue them 
still further. 

Prognosis of Catar€u:t,'-^The following are some statistics in regard 
to the prognosis of cataract, from a systematic treatise on ophthalmic 
surgery, (Mackenzie.) 

In 330 operations by extraction and displacement, about two in 
three were successful. Besides Mackenzie's statistics, we find in the 
Annales (f Occulestique the results of M. Sichel's operations for cata- 
ract IVom 1846 to 18Q4, a period of nine years, M. Sichel operated 
1026 times in 641 individuals. He operated by the three methods, 
9xtraetUm^ division and depression^ with the following results: suc- 
cessful cases, 783 ; partial success and failures, 231. This gives a 
proportion of success equal to about 73 per cent, or out of every four 
eases operated on, nearly three were successful. 

Such is a specimen of the data upon which to found a prognosis of 
the cure of cataract by an operation. 

Tartra adds to his statistics his opinion, that two out of Jive patients 
operated on for cataract recover sight 

Boux's success at the Charite was somewhat more ihanjive out of 
eight cases operated on. 

Where the eases are well selected, and those for extraction and 
those for displacement are rightly distinguished, Mackenzie thinks 
three-fourths recover useful vision, two-thirds excellent vision.* 

Prognosis of Diseases requiring Bronehotomy. — Important as is the 
operation of Bronehotomy, for the removal of foreign bodies from the^ 
air passages, and for the relief of approaching asphyxia from inflam- 

* Ohio Medical and Surgical Journal. 
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maliioB, fiilse membrane^ eta, no data has been collected sufficient to 
indicate the mortality connected with the operation. The value, in- 
deed, of the operation was not put to the test, in cases of croup, for 
many years after it was advocated on theofetical grounds by Dr. 
Home ; and it is as late as 1762 that it was first successfully per- 
formed by Mr, Andre, of London, on a little girl five years old. The 
cases, as far as we know, that have been tabulated, have occurred 
mostly in France. M. Valleix gives fifty-four cases of membranous 
croup in which the operation was performed. At the Hospital des 
Enfans ^Malades, within the last five years, the operation has been 
performed 215 times. Results — 168 deaths, 47 recoveries ; or in the 
proportion of one recovery to about four operations. 

In attempting a general review of the dififerent surgical procedures 
to which we have alluded, amoog other things it may be remarked, 
that there seems, at first view, quite a similarity, in the way of results, 
between operations of very difierent nature, and undertaken for quite 
different purposes. Previously it has been shown that the Major 
Amputations, amputations of the arm, leg and thigh, included togeth- 
er, are fatal in the ratio of one to every two and a half, or at most to 
every three operated on. About the same mortality attends the 
operations for strangulated hernia, it being in the proportion of one 
in two or two and a half. The failures in cataract are in the propor- 
tion of a>bout one in three for useful vision. Ligature of the caratid 
has been performed over 200 times, and may be classed here ; it fails 
to be of service in the proportion of one to three or four. 

Again, Ovariotomy, Bronchotomy, Amputations of the thigh, and 
Fmctures seem to dass themselves together. They all agree in the 
general law — want of success in more than one-half the whole number 
of cases operated on. In Ovariotomy, as we have seen, the surgeon 
succeeds in one case in every two and a half operated on; in Bron- 
chotomy (operations on the larynx and trachea) he succeeds in one 
case in every four; in amputations of the thigh, including operations 
at the acetabulum and on the shaft of the bone, in one case out of « 
every four. In Fractures, the data are not yet collected to warrant 
any thing, except that imperfection is the general law. Prof. Hamil- 
ton's ^^ Fracture Tables" show that in fractures of the tibia and fibula 
(compound and simple), perfect results are in the proportion only of 
one to about three of the cases treated; in fractures of the femur and 
clavicle, perfect results in about one in five; in fractures of the pa- 
tella, perfect results in one in six. We should not wonder if these 
figures prove to be an approach to truth. They sound very much 
like it 
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garrthhlw m fa T rthHrimy , iti tnoemtrt* f fa— il hf M. 

imtan, OD Mbjecta ci all cgM^ otot rwt i vacy l U wi glj i widi cifar «f 
tikB olaasM to vUoh we htm allwdiid. the mortslilnr bos heiie ia tke 
proportion oidy of one m eig^t of the eum operated ob. With m- 
gprd to osaoer, no law haa hem eyolved. BhMes, the fint dktiB- 
guished Anbim sargeoDf who flouriahed in the taetb oentiiry, inft 
cj^KMod the nae of the knife in oanoer, except the diseeae wae loealf^ 
a ciromnatonoe that perhaps never oecara. The expenenoe €i e^ 
centiaieQ has had the e£bet only to oonfirm Ae oorraofeDese of IUb 
poeiUoD. 

The appannt n^^erior tueem of Ameriean miuyt/f^ lasevenl e|pe^ 
rationsi is a matter alio developed by the atatietioi bdbve ua. la 
oatanM)t, Amerioan snxgery r^rts l^uree Gasea out of fowr ee being 
auocessfttL Oar trans-Atlantic brethren report but two out of ikree. 
Still more stxiking is the difforenoe in Ldthotomy. The moitalily of 
ladiotomy in this country, as we have seen, is <»ly one in twenty aad 
a half of the cases subjec^^d to operation; in all other poxtiois of te 
world, from whidi statistics have been obtained, the mortalily ia oae 
in eight — ^more than double what we have h^re. If we wore to no- 
tice tbe operations of certain individuah, the diqMi^y woidd be still 
more striking. Dudley, of Kentucky, operated en 180 eaese wMi 
but five deaths, or one death in 36 cases; Mettauer, of Viigaua, in 
73 cases, two deaths — ^a success greater than tiiat of Dudley; 6so» 
has operated 24 times, every case sucoessfuL 

How is this uncommon success to be accounted for? ^Kire we 
more operative skill in America than elsewhere! Or are the cir- 
cumstances with which patients are surrounded, both befi»^e and after 
operations, better here than in the old world? Or are the caeea wUeii 
have been tabulated in this country, sufficient in number to reveal the 
true law of mortality. We are willing to conoede gteai aUli to 
American surgeons; but it would not only be illiberal, but u^oat^ to 
deny this to those of other countries, and especially to those of conn* 
tries where opportunity for excellence and proficiency is zuuchgrsater 
than it is here. There may be sometiiing In the cnrcumstancea ear* 
rounding patients which has fiivored Amerioan suigery. Dudley's 
patients, and this is true also of those of Gross and Mattauer, were 
drawn chiefiy from the population of the Western States, and after 
the operations, most likely, were furnished with comfinrtable quarteie 
in towns, villages, etc., where the air and other things were favocaUe 
to recoveiy. The patients of other eoui^ies, as a genesal rule, bifaig 
drawn from populations miieh mofre deoae, and as » c(»eeqttiMe wlcb 
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km ilWBktt oftooiiittlntteo, kava^ $Met.opentimBf bean wou£ty ocm- 
finedin hoqatals^^vlierB they were exposed to a divermty of eauses 
adequate to diaoga resaks. TSm 'riew is somewhat streogtliened by 
the cvcuinataQce that Lithotomy, as peilbnned in this country, ui the 
laiger eities, on the Atlantio side of the Alleghany mountains, has 
been atteaded with mueh less sucoess than in odier regions. In the 
Beoosyhiiiiia Hosidtal, where there were 88 operations, the mortality, 
as before notieed) was a little less than <me in eight. Gibson operated 
on 50: patients, and had ax deaths, or one in a little moxe than eight 

Perhaps, after aU, the true explanation of omr alleged success in 
LUhotony will be found to CQn«9t in the circumstance that the ope- 
infiiotta lunre Dot yet been sufficiently numerous to present a iaur aver- 
age of results, ft vill be noticed that in America our statistics have 
only been sufficient to tabulate results of 895 cases. Besides, quite 
a number of gentlemen who have operated, some pretty extensively, 
h«re not yet phieed the results of iJieir laboia on record. Wihat effect 
these unraooided casea may have, when tabulaled with those ailrea4y 
before the precession, remaios to be seen. 

What number of operations in any department of surgery, siq>po* 
sing them to be performed with ordinary skill, or, ceteris patibuSj 
alike, is necessaiy to reveal ilie true law of average remlte^ baa not, 
so far as we are acquainted, been ascertidned. A surgeon may ope- 
rate a few times fee stone, for hernia, or do amputations, and the suc- 
cess may conform to the true law. On the other hand a large num- 
bec, comparatively qwaking, of operations may vary very much in 
hmth w^^a from the law. Syme, for example, operated in fourteen 
cases of Lithotomy. Out of this number five died, or one in two and 
feur^fifttis. The same surgeon operated afterwards in 17 cases, with 
only two deaths, or one in eight and a half. Martineau publishea 74 
in which he performed die operation of Lithotomy at the Nor* 
Hoqiital; only two of these 74 cases died, or one in tlnrty-seven. 
ISiesame surgeon operated in seventy-three additional cases in the 
same hoi^tal ; out of these fifteen died, or one in four and nine-tenflis. 
Now dixowiug all of Mflrtmeau's operations together, 147 in number, 
we have a mcurtality of one in eight, which is about what is common, 
as we have seen, in Lithotomy. Dudle/s 180 cases show no approx* 
isiation to tbe law of mortality, bdng in the proportion of only one 
death in 86 operations. Perhaps if the same surgeon should apente 
in 160 cases mofie, or in three or four limes this number, the results 
would be. so fax below the suocess of hisn^ited casea as to exhibit 
fkB aviwgi^ martaBly of the oparatJoD. fihoss, who has operated di 
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times BUcoessfUly in siiocession, migbt loose every otber cate in die 
next 24 operations ; or a loss of three cases in secession, would re- 
duce his results to the common standard, a circumstance that has oc- 
curred to other good surgeons. " Take care," says Sir Astley Cooper, 
*^how you draw any practical deductions from particular cases. I, 
and many others, have for a considerable length of time met with ex- 
traordinary success in operating for stone, when four or five unsuccess- 
ful cases in succession have come, which have generally brought down 
the result to the amount I mentioned, viz : that two in fifteen die." 

We have had, as already noticed, 805 cases of lithotomy tabulated, 
with a mortality of one in twenty operations. This success, then, im« 
plies so much that cannot be reasonably explained by operative skill, 
superior methods of operation, or stamina of- constitution on the part 
of pati^ts, that we are left with but the alternative, viz: that we have 
not yet had a sufficient number of operations to develop the true re* 
suits. The average mortality of the operation was not thought to be 
approached, until Inman had tabulated for Europe over 5,000 cases, 
and it is somewhat doubtful whether this number is sufficient It 
would be better to have 10,000, or even 20,000. Indeed, the greater 
the number the more valuable the deductions. 

In coming to the conclusion that the success of American surgery, 
as set forth by the operation of Lithotomy, is explicable on the hy- 
pothesis to which we have referred, it is not necessary for us to state 
that we have had no disposition to detract from the reputation of our 
surgeons, or call in question the truth of results reported, not ev^i 
those of the Mississippi valley, which show the greatest want of con* 
formity to the law as revealed by statistics. But, on the contraiy, 
while all are justly entitled to belief in the statements of what they 
have done, and while the utmost faith may be exercised in regard to 
their reports of cases, it may be submitted that a fallacy of prognosis 
is here involved, that cannot be otherwise than detrimental to the 
profession, and detrimental even to operators themselves. A loss of 
but one in twenty, in Lithotomy, shows a success in the operation 
that is not true as a rule, and consequently calculated to mislead, to 
inspire false hopes. Great reputed success begets corresponding ex* 
pectations, on the part of both surgeon and patient; and perhaps no 
one matter is prolific of deeper mischief to the profession. When 
Pott said that the operation hr strangulated hernia, if applied in timej 
seldom fails, so seldom that he believed not one in fifty dies with it, 
he gave utterance to an opinion that was not only not creditable to 
himself but decidedly pendcious in its effects upon the piogresB of 
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mxtgaj. The wne mxy be aaid of tbe opfadoas of OmMrod aad 
Syme. Ibe fiMiner bas stated that ampatatioii of the ihigh mMmh 
fidls; the latter, after ampatatiiig at the hip joint <mce successfullyy 
states that this operatioii, if done quiekly and properly, would be gaa« 
erally suoeessful, if not uniformly so. Ferguson, in his work on 
surgery, has done equal injury by OYer^estimating the success of am- 
putation at the Up joint. We repeat that such opinions, althoi^ 
expressed, in m^ny instances, from convictions of their truth, and 
perhaps also of their utility, exercise no salutary influenoe, but the 
very reyerse. 

A further exemplification of what we have in this connection sug- 
gested, is seen in the expectations of the profession, and of the people, 
in regard to Ihtciures. Adopting the principle that fractures, simple 
<Nr compound, unless attended with very untoward circumatancesi 
should get well without deformity, medical men have been as ready 
SB any other dass, to pass judgment against the attendant who has 
had the charge of a case foltowed by prominent imperfection. Sottlh, 
for example, of &. Thomas' Hoe^ital, in a note to Chelius' suigeiy, 
says: '^Iq simple fraetures of the thigh bone, except with great ob- 
liquity, I have rarely found difficulty in retaining the broken ends in 
place, and in effecting the reunion without deformity, and with very 
little, and sometimes no shortening. For contrary results the medi- 
osl attendant is mostly to be blamed, as they are usually consequent 
on his carelessness or ignorance." 

I%ey, the successor to Pott in St Bartholomew's Hospital, says: 
^' One is at a loss to find any^apology for those surgeom to whoH VMmt 
of carej <md ei9m of human%ty<t may be attributed the numerous ex- 
amples of distorted and contracted members, which have oast a re* 
proadi on the sui^ry of Great Britiun." 

We have adduced these instances, as examples of the oreati<»L of a 
very injurious &llacy, because, besides showing its prevalence, they 
also Aow the character of mind involved in the deception. It would 
be no trouble at all, to post up any quantity of reputed success and 
illibeial strictures, ^nanating from tyros and those who have had 
little or no experience ; but it does seem strange, that a matter of such 
vital importance, in every aspect in which it can be contemplated, 
Aould be so little understood by those who are. at the head oi the 
profesBion, and who are regarded as law-givers. Tbe fallacy before 
us is a won causa pro cotiscs,— an assignation of a &lse cause. Ihe 
want of success, in fiaotures should not, as a rulo, be laid at the door 
of the proft8si<m, and it should not be held re^Mosibto for fiuliag to 
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» link M good asKwiiiM fttkct in mnsy lo^ect as iHmb 
il kft the kaadte of the GkMtor; bot^ gmenUy, it sbould be attribu- 
ledtolheeeeidflnthMll^<Nrtoimperfiwt«pptn^ Then^ifri^tly 
looked mto^ will, in a great mijoritjr of caaes, leveal the tme eanae 
of leeqlta. 

In TCfleotlDg on the topioi to iriddi we have adTorted, and the afta- 
tittieB paaiad again and again in ledew, it siig^ oooor to aome that 
after aU the tratili ia not yet developed — that the atatiatioal method^ 
of which we have made nee in getting at lesolti^ is by no meaoa con* 
olttMTe that there neyer was two cases, in surgery or medicine, ez- 
Mdy, in aU leepectB, alike. 

b may be true tliat we have not yet arrived at the whole troth, in 
legaid to any af the surgical prooednres to which we have referred. 
I preamne we have not It would be strange, where the qneaticaa 
are ao complicated, requiring audi agreat leugtk of time fi>r aohitiQii, 
and involving so much of mental culture, if we had readied the «« 
phu ^Ura of the inquiry. The most that can be said, peihaps, is that 
we are now on the right track, and everything combines to intimate, 
not only progress, but i^prozimation to the truth. Hie method adop- 
ted, the statistical, is one of the most philosopMcal instruments of sd* 
entific researdL It has been not iniqppropriately termed, the mathe* 
malics of medical science. It has been applied to many of the pbys- 
led adences, indudii^ Astronomy; it baa been brought to tlie aolu* 
tion of many of the problems of human life and social existence; and 
in all instances has been characterized with e£bcts that have commen- 
ded it to the confidence of thoee who have a taste for accuracy. Ap- 
l^led to the solution of questions in medicine and surgery, ithas be^ 
productive of consequences attainable, it seemed, in no other way. 
Individud and limited experience have been placed by it in the 
proper light before the profesdon, while fix>m the observation of great 
nnmbers of cases properly tabulated, ^troe &cts" have been elicited, 
rales set forth, that very likdy will stand the test of all future re- 
search, and thus serve as so many points that are settled. 

It IS true that no two cases in either medicine or surgery are exact* 
ly alike. Each case has its individudities, certain phanomeDa that 
entitle it to the character of an identity. But it is equally true, alao, 
that there are generd phoiomena, fiicts and events that are common 
to a great number of cases, and it is upon this universally acknowl- 
edged truth that dasdfication in all departments of medicine is found- 
ed. A daadfication is good or bad, according as it takes in perfoot 
agreements, radier tban resemblances and analogies. There can be 
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no (A|jMlio& to tiie prindple in quMtioii*— there may be to its afftt^ 
cstion. When a case of enrgeiy is dassed witli odwr oases, tor tke 
purpose of serving as a basis of inference, it is beoause of the sofH 
posed sameness of most of its phenomena. The case, however, mn^ 
be possessed of other phenomena, peculiarities we call them, whioh 
may not suit the classification. These, when tightly obsMrved, al- 
though of less frequent occurrence, and perhaps more ooonlt, must la 
time also necessarily yield their seerets to the potency of the statis- 
tical method of inquiry. The greater the number of cases tJuil 
be tabulated, the more accurate the inferences. Numbers, ii 
seem to compensate somewhat for the impossibility of ealenlating in 
regard to the influences of erratic phenomena; and it is a matter of 
astonishment how singularly effectiye the plan has proved itself to be» 

Contemplated, then, as an instrument of research, die CTidefice ftuv 
nished by statistics, when properly collected, is entitled to the faighest 
credit. 

If the &ots which we have now thrown together, under die geaenl 
head of surgical pathol<^, prognosis of operations, etc, have any prao* 
tical bearing, this will be found to consist in drawing attentton to Hm 
circumstance that we, as a nation, or as a generation of the nineteeBth 
century, have placed the success of surgical operations very generalljt 
above the truth. Nor, as we have shown, have we been alone in thfal 
feult. We have inherited it from our fethers, and we have not only 
perpetuated it, but, by reason of the general swelling tendencies ef 
our nature, have added to it — have made the fhult fet. We have a 
notion that we are a great people, that our kind of civilisation is the 
only one ever on the earth worth anything; that the spontsneoiie 
movement of an Anglo-Saxon is a nearer approach to perfection than 
cultivation can impart to any other race. To help us along in out 
feelings, we have our surroundings on ssa enlarged scale— hi||^ moim* 
tnns, the broadest valleys, the widest prairies, and the longest rivers, 
—minerals, money and grain beyond calculation. Such eiroumtfean^' 
ces, or rather such possessions, could not very wdi be inoperadveip 
They have not been in our case. Besides all other things, we have 
derived from them a morbidly high ophiion of ourselves. We have 
contracted a kind of general hypertrophy. Our eyes have become 
very large; so have our expectations. We have over-rated our Stt<i- 
cess in almost everything we have undertaken to do; and iheire hoH 
heen mare than the ordinary motifs present io do Ms in fwryiry. 
Fond of being regarded as sucoessitd, our surgeons, aer a g&b»Atei^ 
have let no opportunity pass to present the M|^t side et ftub pictide. 
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■o pnioiiiiiiMift has tint MliDg bent thit the odMnrke good name 
«f vome vwj dMiigiiulied mflD, of bodi aaoiant and modem timea, 
haa bean bj H brought into diarepate, — trathfid and candid in ereiy 
Wng ezcqpi tfaw resalta in soigery. Toueh thia aubjeot, and tfaej 
become at once romantao. 

In aomming up what has been advanced, the following points aeem 
antiiled to notice: 

1. Sufgary, although of veiy ancient origin, haa had, during nine- 
tantha of fhe time of which we have anything like a reliable account 
of tliinga, a verj alow rate of progranion. 

% The liteiml aignification of the term ehirurffery^ of whi<^ '* sur- 
gery" ia an abridgement, shows that mechanics was andentlj regard- 
ed aa making up almost the entire of the department 

8. Operations wore undertaken and performed, until within the 
laat three hundred years, mostly under the direction of the gods. 
Poets, atateamen and philosophers, in their views of what was requi- 
site lor the cure of severe injuries, paid but litde attention to the pio- 
feaaed aurgeons of the day, but invoked the aid of Apollo, the ancient 
god of phyaio. 

A, Tboae into whose hands surgery was at first conmutted, had 
no conception of the knowledge necessary to the performance <^even 
the simplest operation; and afterwards, when anatomy was ascertained 
to be requisite, pditical and religious edicts were interposed to pre- 
^rant its study. 

5. The medianical era of surgwy reached its climax during the 
time that the Arabs had charge of medicine, as was expressed by the 
varie^ and complication of apparatus which they invented. 

6. After the agency of the Arabs, when medicine returned to 
Europe, surgery began to be regarded as something, tiie proper con- 
sideration of which involved science as well as art Different depart- 
ments of nature b^an to be interrogated, instead of following the 
Uind authority of the ancients. It came to be suspected that a 
butcher might amputate tiie tiiigh, but that it required tiie pbUcsopfay 
of a Plato, who by the way was also something of a surgeon, to know 
wfaedier the operation should be performed. 

7. The philosophical period of sui^ery not only takes in every- 
thing pertaining to mechanics whidi can be made available in an ope> 
ration, but also proper views of surgical pathology — ^the amount and 
oharaeter of the disease present, the nature, extent, etc., of injuries, 
and dtt ability of the cxgEmtm to cure it8el£ 

& Success^ aa a general rule, haa been over-rated by snigeooa* 
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This has been dae to several oauses. Limited experienee, iriuoh is 
eapable of proving aDything, however ridiculousy has been too often 
appealed to when &vorable, and but seldom when otherwise. This 
error has been more general than might at first have been supposed. 
Giving publicity to a failure in an important operation loolcs too inuoh 
like publishing a surgeon's own shame, and, as Hippocrates suggests, 
little minds conscious that they have nothing to spare, can't get thdr 
consent to take the investment — ^to embark in that kind of enterprise. 
Where it is important that posterity should know the truth, the nam 
of real ability will confess his errors. The value of an operation ctfi 
<mly be tested by enlarged experience. Great numbers reveal the 
truth in spite of opposition. A Royal Society, as we have seen, was 
surprised on learning the mortality, as shown by statistics, of ampu- 
tations, and could only be induced to believe the truth after the most 
thorough re-examination had been instituted. 

9. As a consequence of getting up a fiJse standard of success, hopes 
are inspired that cannot always be realized. The suigeon gets im- 
proper conceptions of the amount of risk involved — the many ooi^ 
tingencies that affect results. He too often finds himself unable to 
meet expectations that have been created for him, or that he himself 
has been instrumental in creating. The ccMisdousness that, although 
he has &iled in curing his case, he has exhausted the resources ei the 
science in his &vor, amounts too often to nothing, so &r as satisfying 
the patient is concerned. Trouble results to both parties; and, as 
might be expected, from the contentions which usually ensue, a final 
result is, that the dignity and usefulness of the profession is impaired. 

10. Surgeons themselves having been most to blame for &lse 
views in prognosis, to them, and to them alone, we must look for the 
remedy. When an eminent sui^eon, fi>r example, of Piuris, Lcmdoni 
Philadelphia or New York, stated that fifactures of the thigh bone, or 
clavicle, exc^t when very oblique, should in nine cases out of ten be 
cured without deformity, those of little experience in the profession, 
and the people, believed the assertion — ^took the saying as the ruk, 
and acted accordingly. The physidan was ready to blame himself or 
his neighbor, for not coming up to the standard; and the people wer« 
ready to do the same thing-H>r rather, to supply his deficiencies of 
practice out of his purse. Having, we repeat, been instrum^ital in 
getting up the trouble, surgeons should now feel themselves called 
upon to supply the remedy. Every consideration calls for this. It 
is not only due to the wel&re of the profession, but it is required by 
the cause of truth. There is enough in the calling that will eomnwmd 
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IC to ecmfideiioe and eslMiii, wittoot extnrragttioe and fite entimttoa, 
Letihe tnidi hsye fidr phj, and no one will thai haye teaaon to 
oomplaiii. Bat, moat of dl, we want the troth for the truth*a sake. 

Whai portent, <f iueeeti Ju$Hfie$ an operation f We hftve met 
nowhere with a diacnaalOD oi thia queation. PerhAps it ia complica- 
ted with 80 much requiring conaideration, ao mnoh that haa refei^MW 
to the eapeotal character of the caee or dasa of caaes preaented for 
operation, that am^eons have recognized it aa a role, that no rule eon 
fe 08iabKshed^--ihAt the propriety or impropriety of an operation 
mnat be determined by the individnel ftatorea of each caae. With 
operatiooa inatitnted merely for the purpoees of symmetry, or the 
repair of many injuries, aa is the case with a large proportion, there 
can be no question of any great importance. Instituted, however, for 
the purpose of curing a disease, or avoiding the ccmsequences of an 
extensive accident, many questions may arise touching the proprie^ 
of the procedure. 

The mortality connected with sui^cal operations, as all know, may 
proceed from several sources. It may be due simply to the opera- 
tion itaell^ or to the disease for which the operation is instituted. A 
fow thoughts on each of these topics. 

Operation mortality, from a variety of circumstances, is difficult to 
understand. With its ratio positue we are not at all acquainted ; we 
merely know some of the things by which this is influenced. Die 
kind of mortality before us must always be varied by the character 
for vital importance of the parts or oigans involved. It must neces- 
sairily be higher in amputations of the thigh than of the arm ; in the 
ligature of a large than of a small artery. Amputations of the thigh, 
particularly of the hip joint, so interferes with, or influences the 
movements of the oiganisih, that if sti^stics could be obtained show* 
ing the results of the operation in perfectly healthy conditions of the 
system, it would be seen to be very high, for the reasons already giv- 
en. In the same category stands the ligature of the arteria innomi- 
naia^ which has now been performed eleeen times with &tal results in 
every case. This shows too much mortality to exclude the operation 
from the larger share of it The same result would, though for 
different reascms, follow ligature of the ascending and descending vena 
cava, and most likely also ligature of the portal vein or renal arteries. 
No attempt at extirpation of the heart, the lungs, the liver, or the kid- 
neys would be thought of, because of the essential character of these 
organs to the system, and the irreparable injury and destruction of 
otiMT pans iadii^eiiMMe to life. 



Tke noriaUty proper to ^qfMwti^M^ it is equiHy miM^iB wMl 
by muoh tbit Telntes to tbe operator, xoeAod^ of opmUioii, a^ittvwtai 
eta Greeoe, Italy and Arabiai while thej prohibited the Giilti?atioii 
of the knowledge on the part of the (qperator neoeeaary to parfonn an 
operation in the light (tf the etraoturea inyolved, ooidd not e^Kpeot aao- 
oew; nor did they receive it i^ the hands of their amyeo^a. Treie 
Jaqiiei of France, who, during the forc^Murt of his career aa a lithoto- 
sdiat, was in the habit of plunging the fcnile indiscriminately into the 
perineum, «»d of course raised Ae mortality of the <q)eratioii much 
above its proper standard* The same may be said of every one else 
ignorant of structure, relation, etc. JDe»krUff and m$ih9d have their 
value; but the latter much less than the credit it usually receives. 
Success is a matter r^ulated entirdy by higher conaideialkauh-«n 
aoquamtanee with locality, relation, and i^ysiolqgy of the parts in^ 
volved, and prevuling diathesis. Surgec^is equally aequainted witih 
these, only diow weakness in contending for particular plans of opera- 
tion; or some particular way of holding the knife. We had an in* 
stance in point lately, in a diatribe between a London and Edinbui^ 
aiirge0&<^Ferguson «id Syme. The question was, how Liston held 
the knife in operating for stone in the bladder. 

The use of amestheties in surgery, although instituted f<ur a different 
purpose at first, has lately been suggested as havinf an influence over 
opuraticm mortality. Simpson has put himself to the trouble to col* 
leot statistics on amputations of the thigh, toith and without the use 
of ansesttietios. He comes to the conclusion that the use of such 
agents in this operation, saves about IX per cent We have no com- 
ments to make cm this conclusion. It comes from an ardent and able 
advocate of anflesthetics, whose limit to their applioatan is almost un- 
defined. Preaerving a patient from pain while an operation is going 
on, may rob the proceedure of some of its dangers» as well as of i|a 
tenors. The pain occaskmed by operations exhausts in aevenl way^ 
and simply the removal of this, saying nothing about the incraased 
fiMulities afforded to the surgeon by the passive state of the patient^ 
may increase the chancea of recovery. 

The mortality of operations is again varied by the state, at the time, 
of the system. The presence of a diathesis or a chaAexia could not 
otherwise act than to affect results. Pagetstates it as his opinion that 
the operation for the removal of cancer of the breast, has a mortali^ 
of its own of 10 per cent, at any stage of the diaesse; and malitnted 
after the cachexia is developed, it is higher. 

We have been noticmg the mortality proper of operations' the loai 
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of lUb rimjij inddent to cnttiiig, Mwing, eto. We wHl now, Ibr a 
m<mMiit» othr a remark or two on the mortality of 4DJuries mid disea- 
■ea, when not auljeoted to surgical efforts. This opens a wide field of 
inquiry, and one that we shall make no attempt to occupy. A very 
few things in connection widi the subject will serve our purpose. 

Very few accidents of a grave character, and no diseases scarcely, 
with the single exception, occasionally, of cancer, have been allowed 
in this age of invention and improvement, to go to a final issue with- 
out interference oi some kinder other; and when such has been the 
case, the circumstances have generaUy been of a character that ren- 
dered it impossible to ascertain results. 

Paget, in a lecture delivered at the College of Surgeons, about feur 
yean nnce, stated that the average duration of cases of cancer of the 
breast^ when left to themselves, is thirteen months greater than when 
die diseased breast is removed by an operation. In a late number of 
the London Lancet, after investigating the subject more fiilly, the 
same author gives 75 cases not submitted to operations, and 64 cases 
that were operated on. The average duration of Jife in the class not 
operated on, was 48 months; in the class subjected to operation, 52 
mcmths, a difference of four months in favor of the latter. This esti* 
mate, it should be remembered, does not include those who peridied 
from the immediate effects of the operation, which, if given, might 
change the results very essentially. Ajccident sometimes develops a 
truth in point — shows the mortality of injuries when unaided. It oc- 
casionally has happened that it proved inconvenient, and sometimes 
impossible, for military surgeons, after a batde, to give attention to 
some of the graver forms ci injury, such as compound or comminuted 
fi^actures of the thigh bone. Such not being subjected to the usual 
{wactioe of amputation, have went to a final result, managed alone by 
the ns medicatrix natura. Now, from the circumstance, as it has 
been noticed, that a larger proportion of such cases-— cases requirmg 
ampution on the shaft of the bone or at the hip joint-— recovw when 
left, if the operation be withheld. The hint has proved suggestive, and, 
aa a consequence, sui^eons are now beginning to call in question, to 
some extent, the propriety of their former practice. 

Finally, in deciding upon the propriety or impropriety of a surgical 
operation, the mortality of the operation, and the mortality of the 
disease when left to itself have both to be taken into the account ; and 
if after a proper estimate of both, one single case can be adduced, or 
there is but one per cent in fiivor of an operation, the measure, in our 
humble opinion, is justifiable. 
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In oondusioii we may state, that we are consoious of having added 
nothing by this report to our present stock of knowledge. At tliis 
we have not aimed. We have some matter on hand that has not yet 
seen the lights and that might have been crowded under the head of 
" contributions," but we have not thought proper to insert it Our 
opinions were that we might content ourselves with a brief review of 
some of the more important points of surgical science, in order to see 
how they are understood, and the practical bearing of this upon the 
profession. There is often as much to be gained by cultivating an old 
field, as by advancing into new territory. 

The progress of surgery, consideriug the date of its true origin, has 
been rapid, we might aJmost say triumphant. It has kept pace in mod- 
em times with civilization, with the arts and sciences ; and is, without 
any doubt^ destined to reach a position in the future that will ally it 
with departments of human knowledge that are regarded as compara 
tively exact. Our age has developed some totally new operations. 
Besides, the debris of the ancients has been looked into, and old ope- 
rations that were meritorious, but neglected, have been revived. 

The most valuable improvements, seem not confined to any partic- 
ular country. From all parts of the world where our kind of civili- 
zation obtains, more or less is constantly being produced; and we 
should do injustice to our country not to recognize her agency in con- 
tributing some of the most important inventions. We have had no 
disposition to be censorious in what we have said of surgery. We 
have alluded to their mistakes for no other purpose than that we our- 
selves might not be similarly victimized. From the best motives, 
they have got, so far as success is concerned, the profession into a Mae 
position, and we have done what we could, in the meagre limits of a 
report to bring the fact to public attention. The profession and the 
public are more interested in what can he done than in what any one 
prqfeises to be able to do, *^ 

We have, as will be observed, gathered the materials of our report 
from a number of sources, most of which have been indicated. In 
the matter of general statistics, a work of great labor and care, the 
authors are noticed by iwmie. JNO. DAWSON, M. D. 

C. MoDERMOT, M. D. 
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A SHORT HISTORY OF THE VERATRUM VIRUffi, 

AKD ITS USE IK THE TREATMENT OF DISEASE, WITH CASES ; BT 

JOHN G. KYLE, M. D. 

American Hellebore, Indian Poke, Indian Uncas, Poke Weed, Bear 
Weed and Tickle Weed, are some of its many synonyms. 

The plant is found in many parts of the United States, from the 
extreme north to the far south, inhabiting damp places in meadows, 
and in the neighborhood of streams. It appears in March. It has a 
perennial, thick, fleshy root, tunicated at top, — the lower part solid, 
with numerous light yellow or white radicles. The stem is annual — '• 
grows from two to three feet high, — ^leaves at base from six inches to 
a foot long, broad, oval, acuminate, of a deep green color, and, with 
the stalk, are pubescent. The flowers appear from May to July, and 
are of a greenish yellow tint. The whole plant has a burning and 
acrid taste — the root only is officinal, — this, when dried, consists of a 
somewhat tunicated top, with a thick, hard base, and numerous radi- 
cles attached to it. The odor, which in the recent plant is disagreea- 
ble, is lost by drying. 

In sensible properties it bears a close resemblance to the white 
hellebore. The taste is at first sweetish, then bitter, followed by an 
acrid, burning sensation in the mouth, and fauces for some hours after 
it is chewed. When powdered it acts as a powerful sternutatory. 

For a more full and accurate botanical history of the plant, I would 
refer to any of the late works on Materia Medica. 

The Veratrum Viride has not been long known as a medicine. 
Cullen was unacquainted with it — although, in his Mat. Med., vol. ii, 
pp. 378, of Veratrum he says, "it is a very poisonous plant, which 
I would hardly think of employing," &c., &c. 

The Veratrum Viride seems to have been unknown to Dr. Drake, 
of Cincinnati, in 1829, for he says, in the Western Journal, vol. li, 
pp. 94 — 1829 — ^in a review of an article on the effects of "Veratrum 
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on animi^ that we haye not piresoiibed veratria or its saiti, «xoept 
as it exists in the vinous tincture of oolchicum. That preparatioa we 
have repeatedly employed in bronchial inflammation, and can testify 
to its efficacy. After blood-letting, it speedily diminishes the fre- 
qtieney and force of the pulse, with an abatement of die dyspnoea." 

The first notice we find of it is in the Am. Jour, of Pharm., for 
ISdO, in an article on the Veratrum Viride, by Dr. Osgood, of B^ I. 
He says: It is emetic, alterative, acrid, narcotic, epispastic and err- 
hine. It produces vomiting without much nausea, iittended with sen- 
satioiu of chilliness and coldness of the whole body, but moisture of 
the skin, and decided reduction of the action of the heart and arte- 
ries, — ^in his own case to forty, and in others to thirty-five in the min- 
ute. In lai^e doses it produces dimness of sight, vertigo, fibintnees 
and somnolency, and great weakness of the circulation, with a sensa- 
tion of stiffiiess of the muscles. Laudanum and brandy are its anti- 
dotes. He recommends its use most particularly in the arthritic afieo- 
tions. In this class of cases or diseases, it should be given in such 
doses as, at first, fall short of producing disturbance of the stomach, 
regularly repeated every three or four hours, and gradually increasing 
to the extent of producing narcosis or vomiting on the one hand, or 
of the resolution of the disease on the other. 

In the treatment of Rheumatism, both in its acute and chronic 
forms, the article is well worthy the attrition of the profession. In 
this disease it should be combined with opium, for the purpose of re* 
lieving the pain and qualifying its effect on the stomach. The amount 
of opium conjoined should be graduated in some measure by the pain. 
All local applications are to be avoided, generally premising with a 
dose of calomel, unless something in the particular case contra-indi- 
oates its use, following with the medicine regularly and persistently 
until its specific effect is produced, or the patient is cured. The more 
acute the disease, the more erratic in its character and the earlier in 
its progress, the more speedily does it yield to this course of medica* 
tion. It is more efficient than any other remedy of equal safety 
which we possess. He uses the sat. tinct. which is made by adding of 
the recently bruised root viii. oz. to alcohol one pint — dose from one- 
half f. dr. to one f. dr. 

Dr. Tully, of New Haven, Conn., in 1836 op. cit, recommends its 
use in the treatment of gouty, rheumatic and neuralgic affections. 
Mr. Ware, Bigelow's Med. Bot, vol. ii. pp. 127-132, found it emetio, 
sudorific, &c., <Sec., lessening the action of the heart and arteries. 

Mr. Worthington found in his own case, after taking one-foiirih of 
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a grain of tlie alooholio extract, that the pulse was weakened so as to 
be scaroely perceptible at the wrist, and reduced from sixtj'^igfat to 
fifty-two pulsations in the minute. 

Although so highly recommended by these gentlemen, for the cure 
of many of the anginose affecti<ms, the V. Viride did not come mto 
general use, but the little popularity it had gained was soon lost, and 
seemed likely so to remain, until Dr. Wesley C. Norwood, of South 
Carolina, again brought it to the notice of the profession in perhaps 
1843. He has at least given it greater notoriety than it previously 
had. He says, West. Lancet, vol. ii. pp. 511-517, that its remedial 
powers or properties are acrid, narcotic, expectorant, diaphoretio, 
emetic, and last, sedative, eminently reducing the frequency of the 
pulse, and rendering it slow, fuH and distinct. Its occasional effects 
are, slight and pleasant delirium, hysteria, or symptoms approxima^ 
ting hysteria, preternatural wakefulness, &c., &c. The disease in 
which we have used it most is pneumonitis and its varieties. When 
administering it we rarely found any other expectorant indicated. 
Under its effects the surface is nearly always sufficiently moist or soft, 
and at times dr^iched with perspiration; or, if there is no moisture, 
the heat is reduced sufficiently low to render any additional remedy 
for its diaphoretic effects unnecessary. It is actively and drastically 
emetic when administered in single full doses, but sufficiently mild 
and moderate in its operation when given in small doses, at i^ort in* 
tervals, for the young, delicate or feeble to take it with perfect safety. 
It alone answers all the purposes that can be obtained from emetics 
in pneumonitis. 

The most prominent effect is a certain extensive and permanent 
reduction of the frequency of the pulse. It possesses this power in a 
greater degree than any one, and perhaps all the other articles com- 
bined, for which this quality or effect is claimed. It so constantly 
produces this effect that it may be administered without any fear or 
dread of disappointment. 

The great duty of the physician is to subdue all diseased action 
speedily, and with safety to the patient We know of no article ca- 
pable of meeting these indications with so much ease, certainty and 
safety to the patient, as the Veratrum Viride. By its narcotic pow- 
ers the pain and irritability are greatly moderated, if not relieved, — 
by virtue of its emetic powers a sudden shock and impression is made 
on tlje system, and if a resolution or crisis is not produced, the pyretic 
symptoms are greatly abated; and, in addition to the general shook, 
there is a series of new acti<ms and impressions excited, whidi are of 
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gnat semee ki countoitetiiig ihe diaeaaey and fthawging tlie aeoretioQB 
and exoretioDfi. It ia powerfully nauseaiit) thereby aiding ezpectora^ 
tion, which in an eminent degree asaistB the capillaries in reUeving 
tliemselyes of their engorged condition. 

But, as has been idready stated, its power of reducing the frequency 
of the dilations and contractions of the heart and arteries, and con- 
sequently lessmung the frequ^icy of the inspirations and ^cpirationa, 
and the continued motion of the lungs, which effects bekig aocomr 
plished, gives an opportunity to the relaxed and engorged capillaries 
to unload themselves of the miusual quantity of blood they contain, 
and gives to Veratrum Viride what it is justly entitled to in the list 
of remedies. 

To recapitulate, it is actively emetic, but does not occasion a great 
secretion of bile, but produces fi*ee mucous or serous discharges. It 
induces an unusual degree of paleness and coldness — ^more or less 
moisture of the surfiice — ^a sense of great exhaustion or dissolution — 
occasionally a slight and pleasant delirium or hysteria. The pulse is 
slow, full and distinct 

We would feel as awkwardly situated, and as much unprovided for 
the treatment of pneumonitis, without this article, as we would if we 
were deprived of cinchona and its preparations in the treatment of 
intermittent and remittent fevers. We are of the opinion that it will 
prove a valuable agent in the treatment of many inflammatory affec- 
tions, as gout, rheumatism, peritonitis, &;o. 

It may be prepared by digesting viii. oz. of the bruised root in one 
pint of alcohol. We generally commence with ten drops, and in- 
crease the portion from one to five drops each time — ^repeating the 
dose every two or three hours, until nausea, emesis, or a reduction of 
the pulse takes place. We then lessen the quantity or extend the 
time, so that it can be borne. The small dose, gradually increased 
and frequently repeated, we have found the most efficacious. To re- 
lieve its unpleasant effects, a mustard plaster to the spine and extrem- 
ities, — a little syrup of morphine and tincture of ginger given inter- 
nally, and a suspension of the use of the article, is all that is required. 

Dr. Norwood has now on sale a sat tinct of the V. Viride. The 
uses of which are coextensive with thetreatment of inflammatory dis- 
eases. His directions are, mix equal quantities of the tinct V. V. 
and of the simple syrup of squills ; shake well. To an adult male, 
b^n with from lour to six drops, and increase ihe dose one or two 
drops each portion giv^, till the pulse is reduced to 65 or 70 beats 
per minute, or nausea or v(»niting is excited. Adult f^aaleS) 
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wMiflnMitftfie teti« 4fofB,9mi lantrntm tat mm liMpmnhAoiB 
f^rea. Far «Uidi«D, under t^vo years, tM twiee llie qfuMj^ivft* 
up, b^gtn wftii 1^0 dropt, And inereiM hot 4mt drop «adi does. 
Whenever the pulfle is sufficientij reduoed, or mueea or voraitKiig eii- 
11168, rednee the quantity, or slop giving. Cliven in ffireefeened water. 
Morjrfifne or laudanum given witii imL of ginger is a perftct anti- 
dote. 1%e meet usual opiate dose foran adttlt male is ftoxa 6 to 1ft 
drops ; ftmaie, 4 to 10 ; child, 8 to 6. 

Dr. Branch, Charleston Medical Journal and Review, 1852^ says : I 
have been in Ihe habit of using the V. T^de for monljis in succes- 
sion, in pneumonia and in typhoid fever, in doses varying from 3 to 
12 drops of the sat. tinct., made in accordance with the fbrmula of 
Dr. Norton, and I not only consider it as a perfectly safe remedy, but 
as one of the most valuable discoveries of this or any other age. I 
regard it of as much importance in typhoid fever and other kindred 
diseases, as quinine is in the treatment of intermittent and remittent 
fevers. 

Dr. Grisson, of Ann Arbor, Michigan, says, in the New York Med- 
idal and Surgical Journal, 1855, he was astonished at the effects it 
produced. The patients recovered rapidly, without any untoward 
symptoms. 

The first case in which I used the V. Viride was that of, Mrs. R F., 
aged 30, mother of three children, predisposed to disease of the lungs ; 
had an attack of bronchitis last summer, which lasted several months, 
and was with great difficulty arrested by the ordinary course of treat- 
ment. 

February 23, 1857, — ^Had been attacked with dlarrbcea and vom- 
iting on the previous day ; the sickness of the stomach and tendency 
to vomit still continued ; pain in head, back and chest, witii cough and 
difficult breathing ; pulse 120, small and wicy ; tongue coated, breath 
fetid, mouth dry, lips parched, thirst great, skin hot and dry. I di- 
rected 1-4 of a grain sulpb. morplune every two hours unti) the vom- 
iting should be arrested. Two doses quieted the stomaph, after which 
1 directed six minims of the prepared tinct of the V. Viride in I oz. 
of sweetened wat^ to be given every three hours. 

February 24th, 8 o'dock A. M. — ^Foimd that my patient had been 
vomiitiiig, from the effect of the medionie, several timfis ainee zmdmghL 
Said she did not feel much sick, pulse 80, nnall and soft, skiq moiat, 
eool and pale, no pun; said akb felt much fwostratfei^; diaoontiniied 
tho ttedidBe, but oiderod Hiu/b if there should be a x«tum of the fever 



tIemeAoine shoufd be gtveti as It Ittdbeen on^ pilous dajr, tmtfl 
tlie dkin shouM become moist and stop tmtl! my return. 

February Sdtit. — ^Patie&t better; had taken three Aoses of tlie 
medicine in the evening ; has no fever, pulse ^8, soft, slow and fttR', 
mouth and tongue moist and cleaning, not so much prostration as oa 
the previous day. On the afternoon of this and the succeeding day 
slfe had a little fever, took ^ medicine as before, and on the 2Ylft I 
fbund my patient convalescing rapidly ; the fever, the pain, the cough, 
and the dyspnoea had all gone. It was astonishing how quickly and 
how perfectly she was cured. There was no other medicine used. 
Hie next case in which I used the V. Viride, was that of a child 20 
months old, who had pneumonia, as a sequence of measles. Gave no 
other medicine, and the child got well at least as soon as under other 
treatment. 

I have since used the V. Viride in a great variety of cases, botli 
alone and in combination with other remedies, and have found that its e^ 
tecti or powers as a medicinal agent are very nearly like what we might 
Expect to find them, from what its friends claim for it It is, without 
doubt, a remedy of great power. It is emetic, expectorant, diapho- 
retic, deobstruent, anodyne and sedative. I have found neither nar- 
cotism or a tendency to spasmodic action of the musclei^ as among 
the effects prodnced by this medicine, and I have administered it in 
full and frequently repeated doses. 

Dr. Buckii^ham,of Springfield, Ohio, informs me that he has used 
it in several cases of infantile convulsions, premised by a mercurial 
cathartic, with the most happy effects ; it in every case preventing a 
return of the spasms. 

Its tendency to act on the skin, producing moisture and coldness of 
it, its acting as an emetic, and its power of reducing the action of the 
heart and arteries, are the properties which it possesses in the most 
eminent degree. I have used it oflen enough to make me know that 
I can find no other medicine that will exactly fill its place as a reme- 
dial agent ; its effects are sui generis^ and like any other useful rem- • 
edy will have its place. It will not become a panacea for *' all the ills 
to which flesh is heir," but will merely be one of the remedies which 
occasionally will, or may, be required to fill the indications for the 
cure of iome of the diseases to which ^^ frail humanity " is incident 
I hope liie members of this society will give it a feir «id impartial 
trial, and report their observations to the profession, at their earliest 
convenience. If each man in the professiiHi would keep an accurate 
history of all the oases treated, noting particularly the symptoms 
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and oourae of the diaeaao^ with the kind and effect of the remedies 
used, and report eyerything new and useful that might be found in the 
course of a general practice, what a fund of valuable information 
would be gained from such a source ! 

It is not only the duty of the intelligent physician to use all the 
means within his power to improve himself in the theory and practice 
of medicine, but it is equally his duty, to do all that can be done to 
assist his brethren to reach the highest possible attainments in our 
noble profession. Let us then, Mr. President and gentlemen, drop all 
private personal feelings of animosity or jealousy toward each other, 
and act as if we had come here for the purpose of ^' promoting the 
character, interests, honor and usefulness of the profession," and the 
cultivation of medical science and literature. 

Let us arouse ourselves from our semi-comatose condition, and act 
as if we were determined to do our duty, and show the medical world 
that the Ohio State Medical Society is not only a medical society in 
name but in fact. And let us hereafter let none of its meetings pass 
without having essays, reviews, reports and discussions, that will not 
only be useful and interesting to us as members of this association, 
but that will reflect honor on the society and profession to which 
we belong. 

May I indulge the hope, then, that hereafter each member of this 
sodety will do his duty. I, for one, am determined to try. 

JOHN a KYLE, M. D. 
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EEPOET ON 

Topography, Hydrography, Geology, Meteorology, Hortnary Statistiei, En- 
demie and Bpidemie DiMases of Sandusky, Ohio. 

BY R. R. MoMEENS, M. D. 

TOPOGRAPHY. 

Hie city of Sandusky is pleasantly situated on the southern shore 
of Sandusky Bay, in 41 deg. 32 min. 10 sec. north latitude, near the 
centre of the northern boundary of the State, and where the greatest 
southern indentation is made by the waters of Lake Erie. 

The site of its location is the most eligible that could have been 
selected^ Gracefully rising to an elevation of thirty-seven feet above 
the level of the bay, when spreading out into an unbroken plain, 
with a slight declination as it recedes, diverges into the surrounding 
country, unfolding a landscape of undulating ridge and ravine, which 
emerge into small and picturesque prairies, dotted with clusters of 
dwarf and dainty trees, and interlaced with belts of densely timbered 
forest, while before it lies the broad and beautiful bay, encircled by 
the arm of the Peninsula on the one side, and that of Cedar Point on 
the other, affording a narrow and safe outlet, by a somewhat circuitous 
channel, to the expanded waters of the lake, and presenting a harbor 
of perfect protection, sufficiently large to accommodate the whole fleet 
of vessels that float or ply on our western seas. 

The surface of the soil is shallow, and superimposed on a substra- 
tum of limestone rock of the blue and white varieties, which furnish 
an abundant and elegant material for building purposes, and admit of 
an ornamental finish equal to some qualities of granite. Drainage is 
consequently rendered difficult and laborious, and is only effected by 
a tedious process of blasting and expensive excavation. But evety 
other sanitary regulation is readily secured, and the place is remark- 
ably exempt from nuisances of every description. 
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A settlement was first commenoed as early as 1817, but no ad^anoe 
in population or improvements was made previous to 1820. At this 
time the place was known by the name of Portland, and was espe- 
cially regarded for its salubrity of location, and immunity from the 
Zymotic diseases of the surrounding country. But subsequently 
adopting the name of Sandusky, it incurred all the disrepute then sus- 
tained by the region bordering on the Sandusky river, which was pe- 
culiarly prolific of malarial disorders. 

For many years the place progressed but slowly, but receiving an 
impulse from projecting the first raiboad in the State, soon rose into 
considerable importance, and numbers at present about 12,000 souls, 
one-half of whom, at least, are of foreign extraction, the remainder 
of native origin, from the different States of the Union. 



HTBROORAFHT. 

There are no inland streams of any magnitude in the immediate 
vicinity of the city. Sandusky river being at a distance of twenty 
miles to the westward, and Huron river twelve miles to the east- 
ward. 

Mills' Creek, an inconsiderable stream, courses along the southern 
and western limits of the city, and empties itself into the bay one-half 
mile to the west Pipe Creek, another of like magnitude, flows in a 
tortuous course to the south and east, and terminates in a long and 
sluggish lagoon, which extends to the ^' Cove,'' or eastern arm of the 
bay, which again communicates with the Lake by a shallow and ser- 
pentine channel. This was formerly a navigable and direct connec- 
tion between the Bay and Lake, but is at present partially obliterated 
by a change of current to the northern outlet 

Along this water course the most important hydrographical rela- 
tions to the city exist From the production of a number of inland 
prolongations in the form of bayous and isolated pools of stagnant 
water, surrounded and covered with a rank groth of aquatic vegeta- 
tion, which, during the hot and dry months of summer, afford an abun^ 
dalkt pabulum for the production of malarial effluvia. 

The water used for culinary and potatory purposes is procured from 
the Bay, or from artificial wells produced by boring the rock, and 
opening subterranean veins. These afford a supply of cool and pal- 
atable drink, but somewhat impregnated witli lime and earthy matter. 
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Of late years cistern water has become popular, aad is collected and 
preserved in cisterns sunk or formed in the impervious rook. 



oaoLoer. 



Sandusky is geologically placed upon the upper edge of the great 
limestone deposit which covers the eastem half of the State of Ohio, 
and joins the lowest series of rock within the State, and immediately 
below the outcrop of the slate and shale which shows itself next east 
of this vicinity, about four miles distant. 

This rock is denominated the " Clifb Limestone'' of geolc^sts. It 
occurs in white and blue varieties, of a most compact form, and makes 
a most excellent building material, as exhibited in the many magnifi- 
cent structures, which has established this as the best built city in the 
west, as the strata of rock are of the proper dimensions to form ap- 
propriate courses of range work to suit the purposes of the architect. 
It contains vast numbers of oi^anic remains, both animal land vege- 
table, as the Trilobites, Orthoceras, Cyalhaphillum, Catenapora, and 
others, together with fish teeth, and orbitar plates of fishes. The 
scratched grooves are exceedingly well developed in this locality, oc- 
curring in large flat sur&ces, well shown in the cellar bottoms, and 
in the projection of rock joining the east battery. They take the di- 
rection of north, thirty degrees east. 

Near this city, and contained in the same deposit of limestone, ex- 
tensive quarries of the sulphate of lime, the or^nary plaster of Paris 
of commerce, which presents itself at Lockwood's landing on the north 
side of Sandusky Bay, in large masses, so accessible to the surface of 
the ground, as when properly calcined forms an important article of 
trade. Strontium is also found in the same locality. 



METEOROLOGT. 

The subjoined table of observations, Thermometrical and Meteoro- 
logical, furnished me by Dr. Geo. R. Morton, of this city, which I 
was only able to obtain for four successive summer months, will ex- 
hibit the climacteric conditions during the prevalence of our most im- 
portant epidemic disease, and accordingly will be of some interest to 
the medical inquirer. The prevailing direction of winds, and the al- 
most entire absence of electrical phenomena during the cholera sea- 
son are striking and remarkable. 
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METEOROLOGICAL STATISTICS. 
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uoatDAKT BT^Tianca. 

Previous to the year 1851 no data of the dead were taken or re- 
corded, there being no established cemeteries or no reports made, and 
was imable to obtain any reliable repreeentadcm of the mortality of 
early years, with the exception of those periods of time remembered 
tiai furnished me by Dr. D. 'Hlden. 

In the year 1838 there were just uxteen deaths, ^ght adults and 
^ht children. In 1839 there occurred precisely the same number 
of deaths. In 1840 there were thirteen deaths registered by an old 
divine, in the following laconic Vords : "two from disease, six from 
drowning, one Icilled by a 'mad bull,' one hung, and three still-bom," 

The following table exhibits the returns of the sexton of Oakland 
Cemetery, the principal burying ground of the place. No returns of 
the Catholic Cemetery could be obtained beyond the number register- 
ed by the priest of the parish during the visitation of the cholera in 
1852, whioh, as stated by him, was, from the first of Augost to the 
first of September, eighty-five interments, mostly adults. 
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The nuMt important sporadio dkeases of Sandiuky ooeur in the 
winter and Yemal months of the year, and are ordinarilj of a pneu- 
monio, bronohitic, laryngitic, pleuritie, rheumatic, neurotio and angi-* 
nose oharaoter. The pneumonic and bronchitic attacks usually pre- 
sent an actave and open character, but not unfrequentlj are c(Hnp]icfr' 
ted and asthenic in dispontion; are generally tractable to treatment, 
and rarely degenerate to chronic, tubercular or other incurable condi- 
tions of disease. 

The predominance of these affections are doubtless owing to the 
sudden and extreme alternations of temperature experienced upon the 
borders of the Northern Lskes. 

Ckxiourrent with the above, and often intimately associated with 
them, the protean forms of general or local neurotic discHrders are 
displayed, in all their irregular, persistent, periodic, erratic and nom- 
adic manifestations. This neurosthenic predisposition is probably en- 
gendered and sustained by the influence of an exciting atmosphere, 
combined with the frequent and boisterous gfdes that prevail at this 
season of the year. 

The anginose afifootions are more or less common every winter and 
spring, pres^iting a greater diversity dT development than I have 
ever observed in any other locality. Tonsilitis, laryngitis, tracheitis, 
and pertussis, in an acute or sub-acute form, and often complicated 
With catarrhal fever of a perverse character, and at one time exhibited 
an oedematous and malignant disposition. Laryengeal phthisis is not 
unfrequently encountered, and is the only form of tuberculous disease 
that I have seen originate in the place. 

The prevalence of the latter diseases may depend upon the degree 
of humidity of the atmosphere, resulting from the proximity <^ so 
large a body of fresh water as surrounds the city. 

The ssmmer and autilmnal diseases are generally more mild and 
manageable, in type and character — Sandusky being remarkably free 
of the ordinary malarial fevers, so widely prevalent in the surround- 
ing country; and cases of a pernicious nature are seldom witnessed, 
and are only found in itinerants and seafaring subjects, who have con- 
tracted the maUdy in more insalubrious localities. 

Diarrhoea and dysentery, in their ordinary forms, prevail to some 
extent during this time of the year, and are usually of a billious or 
bilio-adynamic character, readily controlled and removed by prompt 
medication in the majority of cases. Cholera infantum occurs to 
some extent during the middle of sun^ner. 



But iiiis seasoii of the year is geaeraQy one of ccmtinuous health, 
^'exoepting the years of the oholera," and is rendered delightfully cool 
and reviving by the breezes constantly wafted from the broad and 
blue bosom of our lovely Lake. 



XFIDSMICS. 

The earliest epidemic oi which there is any reliable account, as 
having visited this place, was a destructive form of dysentery, which 
prevailed in 1823 — ^for the history of which, as well other information 
connected with this period of time, I am greatly indebted to Dr. D. 
Tilden, who has practiced medicine in this and the neighboring county 
for the space of forty years, and has related such facts and drcum- 
stances as remained vivid and distinct in his memory. The disease 
is said to have pervaded this section of country, assuming a low, ady- 
namic character, and attended with an excessive profluvia of sanguineo 
and grumous dejections, and proved peculiarly intractable and fatal. 

No very definite description of the disease or treatment could be 
learned, sufficiently attested for reliable narration. 

Scarlatina. — Scarlatina made its appearance for the first time in 
this place, as an epidemic, in 1841, presenting all its varieties, from 
the simple to the most malignant, and frequently all three varieties 
simultaneously affiictlDg different members of the same family. It 
disappeared and re-i^peared at irregular intervals of time, for three 
consecutive yews, but perceptibly diminished in virulence of onset 
and sequence upon each return, and has only been witnessed occa* 
sionally and sporadically since that time. 

Infiumza. — ^The almost universally disseminated influenza of 1831 
also visited this place, and almost every individual, resembling symp* 
toms and effects, and remained about the same length of time as por- 
trayed in all the accounts of that epidemic in other places. 

Cholera. — Cholera has been the scourge of Sandusky, and for which 
she has become widely but unjustly proverbial. 

Circumstances of an adequate nature combined at one time to pro- 
voke an inordinate display of the disease, and accordingly induced an 
erroneous impression of some peculiar predilection existing in the 
place, and was advanced as evidence corroborative of the limestone 
theory. 

Sandusky, at the time referred to, constituted the most important 
point of disembarkation on the southern shore of Lake Erie, and pos- 



160 

seated the only Rail Botd connection witih the Ohio Biver, while tbe 
largest class of steamers daily discharged their vast load of passen- 
gers and emigrants at our docks and depots. 

Ihe more opulent class were immediately conducted on their jour- 
ney, by a train of cars held in readiness for that purpose; while the 
poor and ignorant emigrants were invariably detained for more con- 
venient disposal and less expensive conveyances, and consequently all 
the cheaper and iUy-provided houses of entertainment were filled with 
hordes of half-famished foreigners, huddled together in the most in- 
commodious and ill-ventilated apartments, subsisting entirely upon 
the refuse vegetables remaining unsold in market, and sleeping pro- 
miscuously and unprotected upon their piles of loathsome luggage, 
having lef^ but lately already contaminated cities or infected ships, 
and passed along attainted thoroughfares, — thus affording the most 
favorable circumstances for an ample display and extensive dissemi- 
nation of the pestilence. 

In this manner, and among this class of community, it was intro- 
duced and propagated at the time it raged with such relentless fury 
in this place. 

The truth of this has been clearly illustrated in its subsequent vis- 
itations, when the current of travel had been measurably diverted to 
other channels of communication — at which times it prevailed with 
less degree of virulenbe or mortality, in this place, than in neighbor- 
ing cities similarly situated and exposed, as demonstrated in its rava- 
ges at Toledo, Tiffin and Norwalk, in 1854. While those places were 
in a state of consternation and alarm, from the frightful exhibitions of 
the disease, Sandusky scarcely suffered at all, and the majority of 
cases that did occur were refugees from the former places. 

Cholera has visited this city in all the important periods of its per- 
igrinations over our continent, advancing in different directions at 
different times, uniformly pursuing the most frequented routes of 
travel, and attended with incidents of interest respecting the manner 
of its introduction and influences favoring its diffusion. I shall there- 
fore endeavor to give as faithful a relation of facts and events as it 
was possible to obtain from others, or have been observed by myself. 

Cholera in 1832-34. — The epidemic of 1832 was ushered into 
Sandusky from the eastward, — for the history of which I am entirely 
indebted to J. Weeden, Esq., an old and highly intelligent citizen, 
who was officially employed at the time in combating the disease, 
and who addressed me the following letter on th6 subject: 
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SAVDmiKT, Feb. 26, 1850. 

Dear Sir: — Since your enquiry of me about the ooune of the chol* 
era in this place, 9t the time of its first appearance in our country, I 
have been unable to make the investigation until this time. The first 
appearance of the disease in this country, you know, was at Quebee, 
and very rapidly spread up the St. Lawrence, and all the adjoining 
water courses, until it reached the City of New York, in one dirao- 
tion, and the Lake country in another. In consequence of the great 
fear that was had of its approach, the people residing on the commer* 
cial thoroughfares attempted to prevent the spreading of the disease . 
by sanitary precautions; in pursuance of which, the Commissioners 
of Huron County appointed Mr. Farwell and myself as Health Offi- 
cers at this point We had received our instructions but a few days, 
when the schooner Ligure, Capt. Wadsworth, arrived here from Buf- 
falo with a number of passengers, oqie of whom had died of the chol- 
era after the vessel had entered the Bay. 

All the evidence that I can find of the time that the sickness re? 
mained here, at that time, are the receipts of our boatmen for servi- 
ces, from the 13th to the 26th of July, which also accords with my 
recollections of the time that it remained amongst us. During its 
prevalence here there was from thirty to thirty-five deaths, all of them 
strangers or persons of dissipated habits ; so that when it had left us, 
we did not miss those that had died. During the time that the dis- 
ease prevailed here, it also broke out in the township of Danbury, on 
the Peninsula, and carried off a number of the inhabitants. How it 
got there we were unable to determine at the time; but «noe then I 
have learned that the Ligure came to, outside of the Bay, and that 
one of her hands left her and went on shore sick, but he is still living. 

In the year 1634, the first case of cholera was a man by the name 
of Childs, who came from Detroit here in the middle or latter part of 
August, to work in our ship yard; but sickened and died before he 
commenced work. It then spread through the town, and we lost 
many of our valuable citizens, as it seemed to prevail amongst a di^ 
ferent class of people from what it did in 1832, and I tMnk it was 
longer amongst us. 

I have all the names of the persons that died in the town in 1834 ; 
the number was 48, of which 21 died of the cholera. There was no 
cholera on the Peninsula in 1834. 

Dr. Tilden, who resided at Norwalk at this time, difibrs somewhat 
with the above statement, respecting its introduction in 1834. His 
account, as communicated orally to me, is as follows: 
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A body of troops were being transported on board the Sheldon 
Thompson, Gapt A. Walker, to Fort Gratiot, and soon after embark- 
ing for their destination were suddenly and Tiolendj assaulted bj the 
disease, and a huge number of the soldiers fell victims to the pesti- 
lenoe. Many of the dead were thrown overboard when nearly oppo- 
site this plaoe; and nineteen bodies, subsequently floating to the Lake 
shore of the Peninsula and in the mouth of the Bay, were discovered 
by the inhabitants, and humanely recovered for interment, they being 
entirely ignorant of the nature or cause of their death, attributing it 
to some shipwreck or other casualty. Soon after the burial of the 
corpses, the disease assailed the scattered population of the Peninsula 
with « most violent onslaught, and reduced them to nearly one-half 
the previous enumeration. From this place it traveled to Sandusky, 
destroying many of its citizens, among whom was Dr. Anderson, the 
pioneer and most prominent physician of the place; and after pre- 
vailing with alternate degrees of mortality, for the space of about two 
months, silently took its departure, and proceeded on its mission of 
death, visiting the villages of Lower Sandusky and Tiffin, where it 
proved still more disastrous and fatal. 

The treatment resorted to at this time appears to have consisted 
chiefly of calomel and opium alone, or combined with acetate of lead, 
and other astringents. A mixture of camphor, ether and laudanum 
was also frequently administered. Cayenne and black pepper, brandy 
and amonia were given, and hot applications applied in the stage of 
collapse. Other means of an empirical and experimental nature were 
given, not worthy of mention or like repetition. 

The above statement comprises all the facts that could be collected 
concerning the epidemic of this period. 

Cholera of 1849. — ^The year 1849, memorable for the wide-spread 
prevalence and devastation of cholera throughout the country, was 
one of fearful ^tality and corresponding consequences to Sandusky. 
At first giving but an occasional intimation of its intentions, attracting 
but a casual notice, until suddenly exploding with an overwhelming 
force, it swept through the afirighted })opulace like a besom of destruc- 
tion, withering with its upas breath the brave, the beautiful, the strong 
and the feeble, the affluent and the indigent, and persisted with una- 
bated fury until the place was nearly depopulated by death or deser- 
tion. " Dismay stalked abroad in the daytime, and the drowsy night 
was hideous with the wailings of the disconsolate." 

Many of the stricken were unpityingly forsaken by their friends 
and &mily, and left to the care and sympathy of the physician and 
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pUbiilliropist; all business was suspended, stores dosed and work* 
shops shut, and their occupants fled or fallen victims to the disease; 
the busy streets were painfully noiseless and apparently deserted. 
No cofSns could be procured, nor graves made for the accumulating 
dead; and soon but one physician remained to serve or see the sick. 
Dr. Austin was prostrated at the onset of the disease; Dr. Tilden 
became completely exhausted from excessive &tigue and family afflic- 
tion, about the time of its acme; Dr. Lane eventually became ill, 
and Dr. Cochran was left alone, aud stood stead&st and unfaltering at 
his post throughout the whole period of the pestilence, unceasingly 
dispensing his services and sympathy to suffering and sorrowing, in 
daytime and night The remainder fled ingloriously from the field; 
but, to the honor of legitimate medicine, the fact that the recreants 
were all outsiders or empirics should be stated. 

During this time a few fearless and self sacrificing spirits strove to 
bring order out of confusion, and endeavored to furnish the assistance 
and supply the necessities of the occasion, as the Board of Health, 
organized at the advent of the disease, had dispersed, and the noajority 
of them abandoned the place. Among the most efficient and untiring 
of these bene&ctors was F. M. FoUett, Esq., and others, a number of 
whom fell martyrs to the disease, in their noble efforts to serve the sick. 
The names of other citizens, of both sexes, worthy of most honorable 
mention, are too numerous for special notice in a paper of this char- 
acter. 

A call was made to the sister cities of Cleveland and Cincinnati for 
aid, and a number of physicians and nurses rushed at once to the res- 
cue. Hospitals were hastily arranged, services secured, and confi- 
dence restored, when the scourge began to succumb, and soon entirely 
disappeared. Among the first and foremost to respond to the call 
was Dr. H. A. Ackley, of Cleveland, '^who, Putnam like," left his 
plough in the midway furrow of his own lucrative field, and, regard- 
less of danger or pecuniary reward, started at the summons of his 
fellowmen, with his students and what other assistance he could com- 
mand, for the scene of death and disorder, and, like the good Samar- 
itan, poured oil into the wounds of the sick, and brought hope to the 
hearts of the besieged. The other principal professional coadjutors 
were as follows: Drs. £. Lauderdale and Spencer, of Cleveland, and 
Drs. £. P. Strader, A. F. FoUen, C. A. Caroland, and Josiah York, 
of Cincinnati, and Dr. Vance, of Urbana. 

But the remembrance of the invaluable and gratuitous servicea of 
thoso skillful strangers are engraven upon the amials of Sandusky, as 



im 



eodmog as tbe tock upon 'wiUtt she stands, aad treasured i& tbs 
hearts of her people with the holiest afiection« 

The first case that was witnessed in the place was a young gentle- 
man from New Orleans, by the name of Shephard, who was attacked 
on the cars between this city and Cincinnati, and arrived at the Mad 
Biver Depot on the 25th of June, sufiering severely from the disease, 
and was kindly admitted to the residence of Dr. Cochran, after being 
denied an entrance at all the public houses, and under his care and 
treatment recovered. In the same week a German woman was at* 
tacked upon the same road, and died soon after her arrival here, at 
the Exchange Hotel. 

The first case originating in the place was that of a Mrs. Allen, re- 
siding near the Mad River Depot, on the second day of July, which 
terminated fatally. The next day a Mr. Rosegrant died of the same 
disease. From that time it rapidly increased, but no accurate account 
of its mortality was observed or registered before the 19th of July. 
Up to that date there was known to be nineteen deaths, and from July 
20th to 23d there were 21 deaths. 
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From tfaos time no daily reports were registered; and for ftrrther 
facts we ha^e to refer to the following article, published in the *' San- 
dusky Clarion," of November 22d, as containing the most reliable 
statement of all the returns. It says: 

<^The first case of cholera occurred on or near Monday, the 2d day 
of July, and the last in die city, of which we have any account, was 
on the 7th of September — thus lingering in our midst for sixty-eight 
days. On the lOtih of August we published the following table, de* 
rived from F. M. FoUett, Esq., who was, during the greater part of 
cholera, 'the Bosrd of Health.' 



To August 7th, - 320 deaths. 
To September 7th, 12 deaths. 



To August 11 th, . 25 deaths. 
Making a total of • - 357 deaths. 



When th^. above table was made out, it was kiM>wn that many were 



BOt indftded iif it, lOid it was fhoi^t thAt tfaie tame number of deaths 
of our citizens was 400, vide Sandusky Oldri&n. During the period 
of its greatest devastation^ die population was computed to be not 
more than from eight hundred to one thousand souls; and so inade- 
quate were the few laborers that could be obtained, to supply the de- 
mand for graves, that one wide, unseemly trench was made, and the 
dead indiscriminately deposited in one common sepulchre. 

*^The epidemic commenced at the western limits of the city, in the 
immediate neighborhood of the Mad River Depot, and created the 
greatest havoc in that and the central portion of the place most con- 
tiguous to it The east end of the city escaped with comparative 
immunity. 

'^The weather during this time was gratefully cool and pleaisant, the 
sky clear and unclouded, rendering the nights in the full of the moon 
brilliantly light and lovely." 

The modes of treatment, previous to the arrival of the physicians 
from abroad, was very diverse and desultory, and appear to have been 
in a great measure experimental and unsatisfactory. No proper at- 
tendance or administration of medicine could be secured the sick, 
from the panic-stricken people, and the disease was generally permit- 
ted to pursue its course unrestrained, or as often a^ravated by the 
interference of irresponsible or brandy-brave interlopers. Canon's 
cholera mixture, a most pernicious but popular nostrum, was at one 
time gratuitously dispensed. Hawthorn's mixture was a favorite 
remedy with many, and various other reputed specifics were much in 
vogue. Venesection was attempted in a few instances. Oalomel 
alone, or variously combined with astingent, stimulant or narcotic 
agents, was the most ordinary administrative treatment Common 
salt^ pepper and vinegar, or water, in small or emetic doses, was some- 
times given. Quinine, strychnine, chloroform and Bird's charcoal and 
sulphur pills were also among the plans adopted. 

Cataplasms of every character, dry heat, hot applications, and warm 
and medicated baths were used as auxilliaries externally. 

Nine hundred grains of calomel is credibly reputed to have been 
given to a lad ten years of age, who eventually recovered without any 
salivation or other evil effects, and is at present one of the most ath- 
letic and active boys of this dty. 

Four cases of Cholera occurred in the spring and summer of 1860. 
The first, a gentl^nan from Syracuse, N. Y., died at the Townsend 
House early m April, attended by Dr. Tilden and myself. On the 
lOtb of April a Mr. Elwell was taken, directly opposite the Townsend 
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House, but reoorered. On the 2lBt of April, an old lady by die name 
of Parker, residing in the Mansion House, had a most violent attack, 
but ultimately recovered. On July iMi, a gentleman from Memphis, 
Tennessee, arrived at the Exchange Hotel, with the disease, and soon 
after died. No other cases were known to have been in the city, and 
die ordinary health of the place prevailed throu^iout the balance of 
the year. 

ChoUra of 18^.— The subjoined account of the Cholera of 1852 
is an abstract of a report read by me, before the Erie County Medi- 
cal Society: — ^The approaches of this fearful disease created uneasy 
apprehensions, as rumors of its ravines in adjacent cities readied ua, 
and its earliest manifestations were looked for with lively interest, — 
our people being rendered extremely exdtable from the terrible visitr 
ation experienced in '49. 

The first exhibition of the disease in our immediate vicinity ooouiv 
red at Venice, a small and isolated village about three miles distant, 
where a whole family were swept off in a few days. They had but 
recently received a trunk, containing the clothes of a relative who had 
died of the disease on die Ohio River, which they had exposed and' 
washed for preservation. These facts are alleged and aceredited upon 
the authority of Drs. Tilden and Hoyt, who were in attendance upon 
them. 

An old lady residing in this city, and a relative of the family, vis- 
ited them during their illness, and was immediately attacked, on her 
return home, and died. 

Contemporaneous with the above events, a general disposition to 
diarrhcea b^an to develop itself in our midst^ resembling in all par- 
ticulars the cholerine, as described by authcnrs, and occasional well- 
marked cases of cholera were reported, occurring principally among 
the patients of our German practitioners. 

The first well-attested case was an Irish laborer, attacked on the 
evening of the 21st of July, at an Irish boarding house on Water 
Street near die Man^eld Depot. The same night I was called to see 
a German on Franklin Street, in the immediate vicinity of the first. 
Both were fully developed diolera, but both fortunately recovered. 

The next night I was summoned by Mayor Foliett to visit three 
Grcrman emigrants, suffering from the same disease, at a German tav* 
em situated direcdy between the two former places, who were sabse- 
quendy removed to the hospital, where two socm after died. 

After the above demonstrations, considerable alarm and excitement 
pervaded the place, and many of our dtizens began to leave the city, 
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whUe the importonoe of at oooe providing a hospital for the receptioA 
and ooncentration of the emigrant and indigent portion of our popu- 
lation became obvious and imperatiye. 

Tlurough the inde&tigable exertions of the Mayor, aided by an in- 
telligent and energetic sanative committee^ such an establishment was 
furnished and supplied with most commendable dispatch, by convert- 
ing a commodious but unfinished church to that purpose. This was 
divided into a male and female ward, and was opened for the admis- 
sion of patients on the 31st of July, and contained that night five pa- 
tients afflicted with cholera, and remained more or less occupied until 
the 16th day of September, when it was finally closed. 

During this period there were admitted 87 cases of cholera. Five 
of this number were in articulo mortis when received, and conse- 
quently had no further attention than removal upon demise. 57 were 
discharged cured, or convalescent, and 30 deaths occurred in all. 

The sanitary committee daily explored all parts of the city, and 
conveyed the impoverished and uncared for cases to this place with- 
out delay. Having been entrusted with the medical management of 
the concern, I instituted the best regulations that the limited means 
at my command would admit o^ and contributed an equal portion of 
my time between it and my private {practice. 

The usual mode of treatment adopted, differed somewhat in accord- 
ance with the prominent indications and stage of the disease presented 
at the time of reception. When seen at an early period 10 to 12 
grs. of calomel were given at an interval of one or two hours, as the 
urgency of the case demanded. If this failed to arrest the vomiting 
and purging at once, it was subsequently continued by throwing the 
qr. to a hf. gr. of dry calomel upon the tongue every five, ten, or fifteen 
minutes, and swallowed by means of crushed ice dissolved in the 
month, which was liberally allowed, and gratefully served to assuage 
the ever present torments of thirst. This was alternated occasonally with 
1 or 2 drops of laudanum, administered in the same way, while cata- 
plasms of mustard and vinegar were freely applied over the preecor- 
dia, and to the abdomen, between the shoulders, and to the extremities* 
Frictions with the uncovered hand, or coarse flannel slightly saturated 
with some warm and stimulating liniment or embrocation, were vig< 
ordusly applied upon parts afflicted with cramps. These measures 
were steadily pursued until the more violent symptoms moderated, or 
a change in the character of the discharges effected. 

At the same time any auxiliary adaptation to incidental indications 
were promptly adopted. If any degree of pain or tormina existed, 
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or tile disdiaige ejeoted y/ritii pietematnrd ferce, Aey were measmti* 
My controlled by ii^ections of acetate of lead and laudanum, by com- 
pressing a towel wximg out of cold water to the fundament, or what 
proved in a number of oases decidedly efi&ctive, was the introduction 
of anodyne suppositories, composed of opium alone, or combined with 
tannin, and repeated as often as expelled ; a recumbent and quiescent 
position of body was also strictly enjoined. 

The above measures sufficed, in a large proportion of cases, to ar- 
rest the violence of the disease, and reaction more or less actively su- 
pervened, after the complete establishment of which moderate doses 
of castor oil or syrup rhei were given, until feculent and sufficient dis- 
chaiges were obtained ; while iced milk, chicken broth, beef tea, or 
rice in different forms, were allowed as recupo'ative agents and diet. 

In a large majority of the fatal cases, death ensued as the result of 
secondary sequences, supervening upon the most flattering evidence of 
rapid recovery. 

The character of these sequences resembled most closely the symp- 
toms of an asthenic form of meningitis. Insidiously approadbing by 
a gradual disposition to drowsiness, dullness of perception, and listless 
indifference, and soon disclosing a grade of febrile action, with tense 
and quick pulse, furred tongue, incessant jactitation, and developing 
a character of peculiar dementation, eventually terminating in deep 
and unrelenting coma, and slow but subsequent death. 

This embarrassing and implacable condition was presumed to de- 
pend upon the great loss of serum sustained by the circulation, and 
the ccHisequent inspissataon, congestion, or diffiised irritation in the ves- 
sels or investments of the brain. The remedies resorted to for the re- 
lief of this state of the complaint, consisted chiefly in refrigerant dia- 
phoretics, restorative diluents, and the application of blisters, but 
rarely with any beneficial results, and recoveries were only realised 
lihrough a long protracted and perilous convalescence. 

It was also clearly ascertained, that such as had been subjected to the 
indiscriminate adhibition of cholera nostrums, previous to admission, 
more rapidly relapsed into this state, than those who had received no 
attention whatever, an obvious fact of the detrimental e^cts of the 
ingredients usually incorporated in the specifics so highly extolled and 
coveted by the people. The same results were also observed to follow 
the free exhibition of opium in any form, which only served to pro- 
long the cure, or completely extinguish what little vitality, or ^^vismed^ 
acairix natwra^^ that was not already expended in the violent exertions 
of the disease. The above simple course of medication has been fhe 
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SMBtaidifteteigr to mytdf of aiqr otter pltu $d'9fMif in pten&mBB 
Weill BB the preeent yieitalioxi of oholeray and beeoLAs sucoidBsfel in re* 
Bolte as aiy praotice I have seen purayed by others. And ^bonld a 
like reounrenoe of the epidemto require my aeryieee, would rely 
upon the aame plan in preference to «Ay other yet rec<Mninended. 

Considering the nature of the primary impresuon to consist in an 
action of direct, deadly, and general sedation, induced by some subtle 
and inesplieable atmospheric condition, or electrical production, intro- 
duced through the function of respiraticm, into the elementary consti- 
tution of the blood, alterii^ and destroying its corpuscular iuTai^;e* 
ment and oi^anizaition, essmitiidly establishing a blood disorder. 
And when a sufficient disseminaticm and maturation of the poison has 
taken place, its lethiferous infiuence is eyolvedy and diffiised over the 
distal and' sentient system of the whole economy, and from thence ii- 
ladiating to the great nervous centres of both animal and organic life, 
distracting their integrity, and resulting in a morbid, impaired and 
irregular, reflection of general innervation, subverting functions, and 
ultimately paralyzing vitalization in all tegumentary, vascular and 
nervous tissue, thereby inducing congestion, corruptii^ cohesion, 
and exciting general irritatkHi, and consequentiy developing all the 
striking phencmiena displayed by the disease, as excesmve serous trans- 
udation, peripheral contracti<H), inordinate muscular action, enfeebled 
innervation, deficient calorification, and extreme exhaustion. 

In accordance with the above view of the nature of the complaint, 
calomel offers more remedial adaptation, in my opinion, than any oth- 
er agent yet proposed, from the powerful impression it is o^>able of 
producing in the first instance, thereby arresting the further pro- 
gress of the disease. And its welUknown oatylitic operation in other 
contaminations of the blood, as well as its alterative influence over the 
glands and secretory surfeoes ; and by a persevering course, in doses 
adapted to the diminished degree of absorbent power, a gradual intro- 
duction is secured, and a proportional counteraction of the infection 
accomplished, a renewal of absorption effected, hepatic secretion* re- 
stored, and vascular endosmose restrained ; all of which have been 
conspicuously fulfilled under its administration alone. And as an un- 
equivocal evidence of such action are the pathonomonic dejections as 
occur from its operation in other derangements and diseases, while the 
^pearance of which in cholera are invariably attended witii fevorable 
dttoges and rapid improvement. 

A liberal allowanee of crushed ice, in the place of water or otiier 
drink, allays tiiirst^ and quiets the entreaties of the patient, sedatively 
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unAm itAMklj of th* itenMh; and mnm to mpp\j Urn dsmaad 
for fliiidB in quantities aooommodatiYe to the impresiibilitf aad di- 
minisiied oapadty ai that organ. 

CSafcapIaHBia were applied as oounterirritanta, with the view of mod- 
ifying, recalUng, or equalizing innervation and circulation, thereby de* 
living teom internal vascular determinations and local congestions. 
These were suspended in cases of extreme collapse, or when com* 
plained of by the patient, and dry heat substituted, as under such cir* 
cumstanoesthey serve to disquiet and still more depress the vital 
foroes, upon the preservation iji which reaction alone depended. 

Beef tea, chicken broth, etc., were given as restoratives and gentle 
corroborants, and served to moderately excite a resumption of diges- 
tion aad assimilation, and reaction from exhausted energy, without 
the dangerous determinations so likely to follow the use of medicinal 
stimulants. 

As a corrective cathartic or gentle evacuant, the aromatic syrup of 
Rhei, or emulsion of Oleum Ricini and Terebinthini, usually fulfilled 
the object adequately. 

There was a national trait of character quite observable to alL 
While the Germans would succumb with resigned indifference to their 
ftte, and even support their sufferings with uncomplaining sulleiuiess, 
the Irish or American would manfully struggle for the mastery, and 
only yield the contest when overcome by collapse. 

As to temperament, the nervo-billious predominated, and to such 
an extent as to particularly impress me with the &gL Even among 
the Germans, where light hair and &ir complexion constitute a na- 
tional feature, the large majority were dark haired and dark visaged. 

Some meteorological influences were also quite apparent The 
prevalence of easterly winds was attended with a n^id increase in the 
number of cases, and especially so when accompanied with damp 
and heavy Weather, while a change in its direction correspondingly 
diminished the violence and number of attacks. 

The last case of cholera witnessed this year was on the 23d of Sep- 
tember, which terminated &tally. But the disease had disappeared 
as an epidemic by the 8th of September. The number of cases vis- 
ited in my private practice were 74, and the number of deaths 23. 

Cholera of 1854. — ^Ihe cholera reappeared in Sandusky in 1854, 
but scarcely reached an epidemic character. The large majority of 
cases were iimong the recendy arrived emigrants, seafaring men, or 
refligees from other places, and only occured among our citizens in 
isolated attacks, at considerable intervals. The first case in the city 
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was oii the lOtfa of J«Iy, thftft oi s Fieocb emigrant: just aniveiiftom 
sea, who recovered. Seen by Dr. Donalioo. 

The ne3ct was on the 13th of Jidy, inthepraetioe of Dr. Donahooy 
that of a woman just arrived from Dayton, and soon- after died. On 
the morning of the 14th I was called to see a seaman, on board the 
sdhooner Velocity, direct from Detroit, who was fiur adraaeed in the 
complaint, and was carried to the hospital, then jnst opened, where he 
subsequently died. 

Below I furnish an abstract of a report, made by Dr. Cochran,' be- 
fore the Erie County Medical Society^ in whose charge the hospital was 
placed. 

I copy the remarks of Dr. Cochran in full, from the Ugh estimate 
I entertain of his views, and from the ample oppoitunities ^t have 
been afforded him for observation, as well as the energy and success 
with which he has ever pursued and combatted the disease : 
SecapitulaHon cf Cases DetaiUd at len^tk in the XeporL 

Whole number admitted, 21 

In articulo m<»rtiswhen admitted, 3 

Whole number treated, - - - . . . 18 

Collapsed cases 11 

Deaths, • . . 6 

Becoveries, - - - - 15 

^The cases treated in private ]»ractice were nmilar to those In the 
hoqyital, except that they were seen at an eatiier stage of the disease ; 
the treatment was precisely the same. 

Number of cases treated in private practice wer6 32; deaths, 4 ; 
recoveries, 28. 

*'The foregoing were reported, simply because the writer supposes 
the only way to arrive at the proper method of treatli^ the disease, 
is by comparing the cases of each. 

In all the earlier q>idemics, patients in the stage of ccAapse, were 
considered hopeless, and lefb to their fhte. 

In the year 1849, Dr. Ayer, of Bnglaod, pubMshed in the London 
Lancet a series of articles on the patiiology and treatment of epdemic 
cholera, and reported cases, illustrating Ids great success in trealang 
them in the collapsed stage of the disease. In the American repritit 
of that journal, vol. 9, page 118, the Doctor says : 

^ Calomel, therefore, in the minute doses of one or two gva., witha 
drop or two of kodanum to asrist the stomach to retahi it^and givim 
every five or ten ndantes, was my sole remedy in tiie st^e of cM* 
Iqpse.'* 



^^TUb syBtam of tMOtanent wm juidy hiifed by t%e profefltaon as » 
decided improvement upon any praetioe then known. By it not a few 
WBre resoued from impending death ; but too frequently in the oases 
within my observation, when the hopes of friends and attendants were 
raised by the establishment of reaction, after a brief period of sppi^ 
rent amendment, the patient would yield to uneontroUaMe stupor, 
and sooner or later sink with all the symptoms of congestion of the 
brain, or possibly recover after a long course of consecutive fever of 
a tyi^id type^ 

*' The r^»eateddisappointaaent8 attendmg this mixed treatment, and 
the experience guned by a somewhat extensive practice in the epidem- 
ies of '49 and '68^ and '54, have finally prodnoed, in my mind, the 
entire conviction, that opiates are dangerous agents in the treatment 
of the collapsed stage, and my conviction of the inutility of their use 
in any stage of the disease, is no less dear. 

*' There is no doubt tiiat many cases of incipient cholera may be cut 
short at once by a resort to opiates. But a distinguished physiolan 
from a neighboring city, who did good service during the e[Hdeittio in 
our city in. 1849, and advocated Hawthorne's method of treating du>l- 
era, acknowledged to me that if he fiuled to strangle the disease by 
the first dose of the medicine, the probability of recov^ was 
small; and my own experience not only satisfies me that his remark 
was correct^ iHit that if diarrhoBas treated, during prevalence of chol- 
era, by opium in any form, was not cured immediately, the succeed- 
ing stages of confirmed cholera was much less manageable than 8imi> 
lar cases where no opium had been given. 

"The most unmanageable cases with wjiich I have met^ have been 
those that treated themselves for a time, with laudanum, or some of 
the numerous cholera mixtuera that are to be foundin the drugstores, 
and recommended as specifics. 

^In conclusion I may state my views thus. In the forming stage of 
cholera give full doses of calomel, and if one or two doses do not 
check the disease, and the patient approaches the stage of collapse, 
resort to minute doses of the same medicine, at intervals of five or 
ten minutes, and continue without interruption until reaction is es- 
taUished, or all hope has departed. 

"By this treatment^ when reaction comes <», as come it will, if any 
medicine now known will eflEeist that end, the cure is eiboted, nothing 
fusiho^being^required^esmpt gentle apenents^aod appropriate diet" 

la my own pinotice' I visited this yeer S9 cases, eight of whom, 
were strangers, and arrived here in an almost hopeless condition* 



Five oases I saw im oonsoltation in the last stages of the complaint. 

Of the whole number there were eleven deaths and eighteen recov- 
eries. 

The attacks among our own citizens were manifestly modified and 
moderated in character &om the previous visitations of the disease,, 
while ^e eases from abroad displayed all the violenoe of symptoms 
observed here in former years, a fact strongly corroborative of the 
existing opinion at that time, that no epidemic influence pervaded our 
city. 

The year 1855 was one of continued general health in the city, 
while the surrounding and adjacent country was peculiarly rife with 
every variety of malarial fevers. 

The only disease of any gravity whatever was a very malignant 
form of cynanche, which visited a limited number of iGGmiilies, a de- 
scription of which was communicated by me and published in the 
January number of the Western Lancet for 1856. 

The year 1856 was one of more than ordinary health, no diseases 
of any gravity or amount whatever prevailing. 
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REPORT OF 

THE COMMTrTEE ON MEDICAL LITERATURE, 

BY 

WILLIAM J. SCOTT, M. D., Chairmak. 

Your committee are happy that they are able to say, that in the 
past year or two medical literature has received many and important 
ccmtributions in the various branches of medical science, which will 
advance our knowledge materiaBy on some of the most important and 
difficult parts of our practice. Many of our own countrymen have 
contributed productions honorable alike to themselves and country. 
In the various departments of the profession we have men now en- 
gaged, who are able to do their subjects justice, and render themselves 
proficient. We are daily receiving new and profound views on pa- 
thc^ogy, physiology, pathological and physiological anatomy, which are 
greatly extending the views and resources of our profession. Special 
pathology, and the various branches of the practice of medicine and 
surgery, have their cultivators of no less assiduity. Recent views 
cannot now be neglected with credit to ourselves and justice to our 
clients. 

But we more especially congratulate the profession on the gradual 
introduction into our literature of a medical philosophy enlightened 
by knowledge derived from the collateral sciences, and from, as we 
conceive, logical deductions derived from fiicts and generalizations of 
medical science. 

The present views of material and chemical philosophy, and of 
electricity and magnetism, are modifying the philosophy of medicine. 
The accurate and thorough investigations in these sciences^ by some of 
the first scientific men in the world, go fiur to show that the conclusions 
at which they have arrived are correct. Now our writers on medical 
philosophy are not able to see why the same course of reasoning is 
not equally applicable to the changes which take place in organized 
bodies; are not governed by the same laws, with this important dif- 
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ferenoey that tbe ohanget of oigaiiised bodies are eabjeot to the influ- 
eaoe of the yital forces. Influeooed by this impetus, the vigcff with 
which, in the past few years, the phenomena of living have been in- 
vestigated, has greatly contributed to our knowledge, and opened a 
wide field for thereputical and practical application. 
, The phenomena of the nervous system, enlightened by our knowl- 
edge of the laws of electridty and magnetism, have now obtained, in 
most instances, something like a rational explanation. 

The lights whom we delight to follow, both in physical and medical 
philosophy, are approximating the same conclusions. Becent searcb- 
es go to show that electricity and nervous for is only analagous, while 
in their modes of action they are in many respects very similar, but 
not identical. There is a strong probability, amounting to a moral 
certainty, that the conduction of nervous and elactrioal forces tbrongh 
their media are a series of consecutive changes, manifesting themselves 
at the termini of their media. We confess there seems less of mys- 
ticism in this explanation than in the hypothesis of either one or two 
currents. This view is now gaining the support and adoption of the 
first philosophers of the day. Todd and Bowman, in their phyaio-' 
logical anatomy — quoted approvingly by Dr. Carpenter, in his human 
physiology — ^say: 

^ Although, for the sake of convenience, electricity and nervous 
power are spoken oj^ here and elsewhere, as actual entities or offenitf 
travelling in currents along the wires or cords that conduct them, it 
must not be forgotten that the present tendency of scientific enquiry 
leads us to abandon such an idea, in the former case at least; what is 
commonly termed the transmission of electricity being the result of a 
fnolecular change^ instantaneously occurring along the whole length of 
the conducting body, in virtue of a disturbance in the polar arrange- 
ment of its particles at one extremity, which causes a similar disturb- 
ance to manifest itself at the other." 

If we approach the subject of pathology we find it one of equal 
interest A recent author defines pathology "as interpreting and sys- 
tematizing the phenomena fiimished by the body in disease — ^the pri- 
mary recognition of which has arisen in the auxiliary and anteri<Mr 
labors of the morbid anatomist, the morbid chemist and the clinical 
observer; it constitutes the rational element in the science of medical 
observation." 

You will observe, in this definition, an element which has not as 
yet received the attention which the importance of the subject de- 
mands. Tbe morbid chemistry of the body in disease opens a rich 
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MA to the sMdioal olimnrer, wortihj of his most diligent oul^stloiu 
A correct knowledge of this subject necessarilj requires fioniliarity 
widi heshhy vitsl dbemistry. ijrmed wi& tiJus knowledge, we oome 
to the investigation of pathological anatomy with a decided advantage, 
to understand the phenomena of whiohy wb must look beyond die 
mere morbid appearanoes. 

As, for instance, in typhoid fever, to fully appreciate the appearan- 
oes and erjrmptoms, we must look beyond die mflammation of Peyer^s 
glands,«-«the subsiiltus tendinum, or die deierium and coma, and in- 
quire as to the cause of ttese phenomena. 

in rheumatism, gout and scrofula, that is a very limited and inade- 
quate pathology indeed which only refers to the pathological anatomy 
of these diseases. 

Plamly, to make medical philosophy and medical literature what it 
ought to be, we must cultivate chemical pathology, as an important 
dement in the fbondatton of a sound medical literature and education. 

Within the past few years the pathology of the blood has received 
such ducidation as to render important service to the practice of 
medicine. By the close study of this kind of philosophy we may 
only hope to put limits to sy^:ems of quackery, which at present have 
such extensive patronage in every community in this country. 

Let medical men feel that they are able to meet diseases with a 
definite knowledge of their pathology and a rational treatment, and a 
more effectual barrier will be erected against the charlatan than by 
any other means. But while many will come to the treatment of 
disease with an indefinite hypothetical knowledge of what is required 
of them, '^sdenee may have its optimists, — ^believers that alLthings 
are for the best— that the millennial glory of perfect knowledge is at 
hand, and can they account fer the prevalence of Mormonism, clair« 
yoyant mesmerism, nlecian hydropathy, infinitesimal homoeopathyi 
spiritual knocking and ghostly satumatia, as being indubitable proofs 
of the superior intelligence and profound researches of this progressive 
age? Is pure reason as yet popdar in any of the moral, physical or 
medwal sd^cesf Hasitbeeni Will it be paramount? llieEants 
the Newtons, the I^chats and Franklins, still belong to the minority.'' 

These phraomena, so &r as they are honest beliefi, should be re 
ferred to the psychologist on mental diseases, and, so &r as they are 
held as a deception for profit, their subjects should be committed to 
the tender merciies of the turn-key. Notwithstanding all opposition^ 
the true philosophy of medicine b advancing, and now many of the 
^^opprobiia medioorum" are becoming subservient to our means of 
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medioatioiL By inveslagations of dimases aotang on the body, deters 
mining the changes ^rhich invariably take place in certain diseases, in 
the blood, in the secretions and excretions, how they differ from health, 
we arrive at a practical knowledge. 

This much being accomplished, the next step in a rational inquiry 
is the therapeutic agents, which will remove most effectually the mor- 
bid materials from the blood, and thereby restore it to a normal con- 
dition. Much progress has already been made in this interesting in- 
quiry. And much remains yet to be done to arrive at any thing like 
perfection in tiiis kind of therapeutics, (see Headland on modus ope- 
randi. Bird's urinary deposits, and B. B. Todd's Lumnesan Lectures 
and communications on the effects of remedies.) 

The philosophy of therapeutics has thus been, of late, receiving 
special attention at the hands of men competent to increase our theo- 
retical and practical knowledge. As yet, so fiir as we are informed, 
these views of the modus operandi of medicines have only partially 
received a permanent form. They are scattered through periodicals 
as from time to time they have been contributed by their authors. 

The philosophy of mental diseases has not, thus far, received its 
share of attention by adepts, in consideration of the paramount im- 
portance of the interests, the happiness and suffering involved. — 
Healthy mental acts are well understood. But we need a Lock, a 
Cousine, or a Brown, as logically to analyze morbid mental phenom- 
ena. The abstruseness of the subject, and the difficulty of obtaining 
a sufficient number of accurately observed and well authenticated 
&ct8, which would serve as a basis of any generalizations, may be 
the reason why more authors have not turned their attention to the 
subject In this State, we have the facilities for the elucidation of the 
subject, if time, money and talent were devoted to its investigation. 
With us there are other reasons why no great progress has been 
made in the philosophical discussion of the subject The tenure in 
office, of our superintendents of Lunatic Asylums, being dependent 
on political changes, rather than the merit or demerit of the incum- 
bent, is an injury both to the institution and the knowledge which we 
ought to derive from so grand a field of observation. The want of 
time to medical officers of institutions in this country, prevents their 
giving such attention to the collation of facts as would be of service 
in settiing points of pathology in the different varieties of mania. At 
no institution in this country are suitable apparatus provided, if we 
can judge from reports, for making suitable experiments as indications 
of treatment That mental states effect the functions of tbe body we 



179 

tU know. But what eflbots the different forms of mania have on the 
body, whether the same or different, we are not informed. Whether 
the indications of treatment are alike is a matter of interest. 

There are good reasons for supposing that mania brought on by 
various causes has different effects on the body. We know that after 
hard mental labor, the results of the waste of a particular tissue may 
be found in the excretions.' So mania resulting from mental applica- 
tion would differ, in its effects, from that resulting from emotional 
states of mind; the one acting directly on the brain, and the other 
acting upward on conTolutions of the brain, and downwards on the 
heart, digestive apparatus and secerning system, and thus ultimately 
on the whole organism. Paroxismal, moral and expulsive insanity, 
depending upon particular conditions, may have their own results. 
There is now no more extended, untrodden field than this, open to the 
investigations of the chemical pathologist. And why should not we, 
the profession in Ohio, improve it? « 

Our periodical literature, we are glad to say, is year by year assu- 
ming a higher standard of merit This patt of our literature is one 
of great importance. Through this medium we may derive knowl- 
edge of the advance of literature and science. A few years since. 
Dr. Carpenter brought down to that time the subject of physiology 
with marked ability. Since, we have learned, through our journals, 
important advances made by the labors of Bernard, Brown, Sequard, 
Marshall, Hall and others. So that, to-day an author may write up 
his subject, and to-morrow he will be behind the times. It is there- 
fore not only the privilege but the duty of the medical man to ac- 
quaint himself with the literature and the science of the day. The 
influence of the reviewer, in this age of book making, is of much 
importance. His course should be one of independence, remembering 
that praise and censure come equally within the province of the critic. 
Though ''praise or censure, awarded by chance, without analysis and 
just appreciation, are powerless for good — ^mighty for evil." Many 
of the reviews we read do not make the analysis or discrimination. 
The author expects commendation. The gift of a book from the au- 
thor or publisher, howsoever demrable to the donee, should be without 

effect on the opinion to be expressed of the work. Many books are 
now written, not to be read for the sake of information and instruc- 
tion, but to be reviewed and sold. Boileau says: "The misfortune 
of a book is not being HI spoken of, but the not being spoken of at 
all." A correct analysis of the philosophy and salient points of a book 
will assist us often in forming an opinion of a book — ^whether we 
ought to buy it. Hence, conductors of journals should correctly rep- 
resent the author's views. 
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COMMITTEE ON UTERINE DISEASES; 

BT 

B. B. MoMEENS, M. D., Chaibhak. 

On obserring my appointment as Gfaain&an of tiie Committee on 
Uterine Diseases, as pablished in the tnoMsaotions of the State Society 
of last year, a correspondence was had with the othw members of the 
committee, m reference to the practicability of conjointly elaborating 
a comprehensive report on the subject. In reply, J. D. Robinson, of 
Wooster, informed me that he would have to restrict himsdif to a re- 
lation of several cases of ovarian disease, met with in his own prac- 
tice. The other member of tJie committee stated that circumstances 
of an imperative nature would predude any participation on his part 
in the matter. 

While conscious of my own incapacity to perform the task unas- 
sisted, to either the edification of the profession, or to tlie satis&otion 
of myself, and yet sensible of the obli^tions imposed upon me by the 
appointment, and with an ardent desire to do my duty as a member 
of the body, I shall cffet a few preliminary observations, with the detail 
of several intractable cases of uterine disease encountered^in my field 
of operations. 

In reviewing a perit>d of seventeen years experience in country 
practice, and with country practitioners, I am fully convinced that no 
class of diseases are more indifferently investigated, or inefficiently 
and empirically treated than those of the uterus. Not so much, in a 
majority of instances, from ignorance or neglect on the part of the 
physician, as from the peculiar circumstances that surround the pa- 
ti^t, and their prevailing infiituAtioii for newspaper nostrums. 

llie affections of this organ neoeisarily demand a more minute 
examination than the usual narration of symptoms, and hasty or by- 
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potihefieal oonofaisioBfly and more time, attention nd convenieiioe ffaan 
mther i^TBieian or patient caa commaiid. The more ordinary obsti^ 
oles of interrentica^ are distanoe of residence) impcartanoe of domestic 
duties, or degree o£ oountry diflSdenee, predudlng any tactile or in- 
strumental exploraticNis of die diseased part From these causes we 
more frequently meet with chzonic and inyeterate cases of uterine diiH 
order in the country than is witnessed in cities and towns whare med- 
ical services can be more readily and less ezpensiyely obtained. The 
poportional ratio in which these exist, may be enumerated in the fol« 
lowing order: 

EzcessiTe and debilitadng characters of leuoorrhea, partial and per- 
sistent cases of prolapsus, displacements of the uterus, ameaorrea 
dysmenorshoBa and menorrhagia, ulcerations of the os and cervix ute- 
ri, and injuries resulting from the improper management o^ or use of 
instruments in parturition. 

In submitting the history of the following cases, I presume to mere- 
ly portray the peculiar phenomena diq>lay ed, the treatment prescribed, 
and their cmidition at present. 

Cttie Ist^-^Hyperirophy of the uterw^ with exeeuive catamenM 
proJUtvicu Mrs. C, an intelligent and accomplished lady, of nervo- 
sanguineous temperament, full physical configuration, and in the en- 
joym^t of uniform good health previous to parturition, was taken in 
travail in her tliirty-first year, on the twenty4irst of April, 1851. Her 
labor was lingering and painful, lasting as long as two days and one 
night, at the end of which time, after the free exhibition of ergot, she 
was delivered of a still bom foetus of eight pounds weight, and im- 
mediately after the extraction of the placenta, suffered fi*om a profuse 
degree of hemorrhage, producing such great prostration lus to confine 
her constantly to bed for tiie space of three weeks, after which she 
rapidly recovered without further accident, and was apparently re- 
stored to her former standard of health, and so continued, without ob- 
servable change until February, 1855. At this time her attention was 
first attracted by the unusual flow of the menstrua, and soon after be- 
came sensible of an enlargement of the hypi^astrium. Both of which 
eonditaons continued to increase pari passu, and with it a manifeiA 
ansemia of the system generiJly, with more or less degree of consti- 
tutional debility. This state of things rapidly increasing, she visited 
Philadelphia for the purpose of consulting Dr. C. F. Meigs. At that 
time the enlargement was about half the size of its present dimen- 
sions. Dr. Meigs first saw her the following December, and upon re- 
ceiving her relation of the case, prognosticated the existttice of a ute- 
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rine pcdypns. Uponher aUed|^ the fiust, that sBennbleduimttt^ 
of the abdominal enlargement occnrred after eaoh cafeamenial d«Anz, 
he strongly ezpreseed his incredulity in, or possibility of such a thing. 

After instituting a careftd and thorough ezaminatioii subsequently, 
he was unable to discover any polypus, but predicted that one would 
probably manifest its presence hereafter. Furnishing her with a dia- 
gram of what he considered to be the shape and development of the 
oigan, and advising the continued use of Quevenne's Iron, snd outdoor 
exercise. She returned to this city, and placed herself under the care 
of Dr. Tilden, who, in addition to the Iron, administered the water of 
Iodine. Such are the prodroma of the case, as detailed by the pa- 
tient herselC 

I first saw the padent in November, 1856, during the absence of 
Dr. Tilden from home, and who had not seen her for some time pre- 
vious to his departure. She had been suddenly seized with a feeling 
of syncope, and found her on my arrival in great distress from dysp- 
noea, palpitation of the heart and harraanng cough. She was in daily 
expectation of her menstrual flow. Her appearance was highly hy- 
draemical, the pulse small and rapid, tongue dean, the voice tremu- 
lous, and a sense of general oppression. The fundus of the uterus 
could be distinctly traced for an inch above the umbilicus, and felt 
precisely as in pregnancy. The touch revealed nothing abnormal be- 
yond a slight degree of procidentia. Considering the accelerated 
circulation and oppressed innervation as the most important indica^ 
tions for the moment, I prescribed the Tinct Digitalis, and Tinot. OpiL 
CSamph. in combination, which afibrded her some reUe£ The next 
morning the catamenia came on profusely, resembling a menorrhagi- 
oal flow in quantity and character. The Tinct Ferrimuriatis was or- 
dered. The dischai^e continued for four or five days, the usual pe* 
riod with her. On the two first days she would saturate as many as 
thirty to thirty-five napkins. After its subsidence, aa re-examining 
the abdomen, tbere was an apparent diminution of prominence, as 
previously remarked by herselC She was recommended to resume 
the Hydrated Iron in more liberal doses, and to avail herself of all the 
earriage exercise that the season would admit of-— as iron and oxyg^ 
was obviously indicated in her anieroical aspect. Under this treat- 
ment she again recuperated, and improved in color of countenance 
and bodily vigor. 

The catamenia continue to recur with the most perfect periodicity, 
and with nearly the same excess in quantity. The enlargement she 
thinks may be somewhat diminished. The pulse rates about 84 per 
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mhuite; respiration 24. No cough, dyBpnoea or odier troablefloine 
oonoomitants remam, ynik the exoepldon of oooasional neuralgio paixu 
in tile loins and limbs. She exeroiaes daily, enjoys society, and en- 
gages inmost of her household duties, and is now in her 3?th year of 
age. 

The novelties comprised in this case consist in the nature of the 
exciting cause, the hyperssmical alternations which occur, and the 
patholo^cal character of the hypertrophiaation. If produced by Pol- 
ypi, there should have been tome manifestations of their existence 
before so long a period of time had elapsed, and some interruption or 
supervention of tiie mensual profluvia, as well as aggravation instead 
of amelioration from active exercise. As to the other phenomena^ 
tiiere appears to be an undue 'vascular determination to the uterus, 
increasing its vascular ciq>acity, and acquiring an unusual accumula- 
tion of blood to be discharged at each ovulatory emission, and result- 
ing in a degree of permanent enlargement of the organ, by instertitial 
deposit and muscular development. 

Case 2d — Intraetable Dysmenwrhoea. — ^Mrs. L., a young married 
lady, consulted me in December last, while suffering from an unusu- 
ally prolonged dysmenorrhoeical paroxysm. I found her writhing and 
groaning with pain, otherwise presenting every appearance of robust 
health, a full and rather florid fiu^e, rotund figure, and in her 25th year. 
She informed me that she had suffered in like manner from the first 
appearance of her catamenia, and had been dredged with all kinds of 
drugs, and by Doctors of every degree. The history of her case, as 
received and revised, is as follows: 

The catamenia appeared at the age of thirteen, and being totally 
ignorant of the nature or necessity of the function, she resorted to a 
creek in early spring, to erase the stain upon her clothing and person* 
l^is act was followed immediately by fever and great pain, and an 
entire suppression of the menstrua for two months subsequently, but 
at each period of its return sufibred much and severe pain. After 
this, it again re-appeared in a very slight degree, accompanied with 
distress, and tenderness of the right hypoggstrum, which extended to 
the right side of the back and right hip; and she alleges that the pain 
has never extended to the left side of the abdomen or back. Up to 
this time she had received no medication, beyond the simple teas ad- 
ministered by her mother. She was then attacked with intermittent 
fever, which persisted in its occurrence more or less frequently for a 
year and a half; for this she was treated by the physician of the plaeCi 
who also undertook to restore the menstrual derangement; butfiuling 
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to efltet (Mb^ flfae was indaeed to seek the serrices of mmy others, 
but wHih no better success. The measures chiefly resorted to were 
venesections, cuppings— 52 of which were applied in one night, — blis- 
ters, rttbe&oiait liniments, cataplasms and pain killers. 0^ mtemal 
remedies she remembered that of Iron in various forms and combina- 
tions, morphine and strychnine, guiaoum, arsenic, tinct. lyttae, &c.; 
conjoined wiA these were wurm baths, introduction of bougies, elec- 
tricity, and vaginal injections, together with a host of homoeopathic 
pellets. But her principal resource in padn was laudanum, taken al- 
most ad libitum. At iMs time she was taking tablespoonful doses, 
wKJiout any very sensible eflfeots, and I was told by herself and hus- 
band tiiat she had taken a teacupfiil in three doses. 

Her menstrual disdiarge was always small in quantity, possessing 
but little color. The pains commence with each periodical recurrence 
of the eatamenia, and usually acquire their utmost intensity immedi- 
ately on ike cessation of the discharge. After a time they apparently 
assume a paroxysmal character, and recur almost periodicaJly. They 
generally begin to sub^de in about a week or ten diays, but not nnfre- 
qnently continue to within a few days of t^e anticipated return. 

Among the many DoctCMrs she consulted, one quaint old fellow em- 
phatically declared the marital bed as the only reliable remedy for 
her relief. His advice was considered most censuraUe, of course ; 
but upon subsequent reflection, or the ordinary motives governing 
such matters, she soon after became married, and in^sixteen months 
Aereafter was pregnant During the whole period of her pregnancy, 
she enjoyed the most excellent health, and rejoiced in the hope that 
she had at lastibund a '*balm in Gilead.'' But she was unibrtunately 
seized with premature labor, and lost her child at seven months, and 
with the return of the eatamenia sufiered all her former agony. She 
again (Xmceived in five months from the loss of the first, and wi^ the 
like exemption; but was i^ain prematui^ly confined at the seventh 
montii, and wi& a lik« return of pain* Both children were well 
formed, but still-bom. Seven months have since elapsed without a 
reconception, and each menstrual period has been (me series of the 
most excruciating torture. 

I now made a personal examination of her case. The pulse was 
but little accelerated; tongue slightly furred; some tenderness of the 
right hypogastric r^on, giving a sense of turgidness of the tissues 
under the integuments, on pressure. The touch revealed the os tin- 
cae strongly inclined to the left side, but readily restored to its normal 
position. On tlie right side of the os there was a prominent fiiUness 
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of the surxoundiiig tbsiiesy conyeyiog the impsesaioii of an ezistiiig 
tumor, pressure upon wUoh was painful, and a yery pulsatile throb- 
bisg of its superficies. Deferring either diagnosis or prc^osis in the 
case, I prescribed firee doses of camphor and opium, warm fomenta- 
tions over the abdomen, and the injection of a decoction of capicuta 
leaires per vaginum. These affi^rding no prompt or particular relief 
injections of laudanum per rectum were given with great success for 
the time being. The paroxysms continued to recur for nearly the 
usual length of time, and then disappeared, when she appeared cheer- 
ful and active, but with the forebodings of what a few days would 
surely bring fortL Upon a re-examination at this time, no evidence 
of the tumid tissues, before alluded to, could be detected, and the os 
tineae was perfectly normal in position and all other particulars. The 
repeated introduction of graduated bougies was recommended, and 
the use of the black snake-root, as directed by H. Gatch Carey, in the 
first number of the Medical Counsellor. Under the influence of these 
she experienced a greater flow than at any previous period, and with 
comparative comfort But subsequently she relapsed into all her 
former severity of suflering, and is likely so to continue. 

Case Zd — Hyateralgia^ excited by Secede Comutum, — This painful 
condition of the uterus, suddenly excited without any previous irrita- 
bility, and directly attributable to the influence of ergot, has not, I 
believe, been frequently met with. Having witnessed a violent exhi- 
bition of its action upon the nerves of that organ, I have concluded 
to submit its history to the profession. 

Mrs. H. S., a young and recently wedded lady, of fine features and 
&ultless form, found herself soon after marriage in that "peculiar utu« 
ation" said to be so ardently desired "by all ladies who love their 
lords." Yet, reluctant to add so speedily to the happiness of her hus- 
band, by increaaiDg the small stock he already possessed in that way, 
by a previous relationship of the same kind, was induced by one of 
those meddlesome matrons, met with in every community, to quietly 
"nip the bud in the blossom" by taking some secret decoction pre- 
pared by herself expressly for that purpose. This proved to be noth- 
ing more or less than an infusion of the secale comutum. This had 
been taken for ten or twelve days without any sensible eflect, and was 
accordingly abandoned, from disappointing the expectations of both 
patient and pretender. But in a few days afterwards she was seized 
with sudden and excruciating pains in the limbs and lower part of the 
abdomen; these soon becoming intolerable, she was fi)rced to send for 
medical aid, and Dr. Tilden was summoned to her assistance, and 



186 

Buooeeded after a time In amellerait&ig her waSksinp. Bat Hmn re- 
turning soon after bis departure with increased Tidlence, I washastBy 
oalled for tbe occasion. She was in extreme dtstress from the inten- 
Bity of pidn, requiring a degree of hodUj resfarahit lliere ^vpas some 
fullness and frequency of pulse, occasional Tomitings, whidi were fol- 
lowed by severe crampings of the lower extremities. Conaid«»Me 
tenderness over the region of the uterus, a feeling of painftd proci- 
dentia, frequent micturition, and a preternatural heat of the genetalia. 
In examination per vaginum, found the vaginal tract very much con- 
tracted, the OS exquisitely sensitive and firmly closed. Anodynee and 
narcotics, variously combined, were freely pven; a hip hath ordered, 
and injections of laudanum per rectum administered. Under thb 
treatment temporary respites were obtained, and after several returns 
of considerable severity, eventually disappeared. 

What impression the ergot may have had upon the fistus, I am un- 
able to say, the lady removing to another state soon after her recov- 
ery. The above case is confirmatory of the specific direction of the 
ergot to the nervous centres of the uterus. The reason of its more 
prompt action in the moment of parturition may be owing to their 
exalted susceptibility at that time, while in the opposite or less im- 
pressible state of the organ a longer time would be required for tiie 
same display of power. 

Case of InstrummUd Injury. --^1x1 November last I was requested 
by a Grerman to visit his wife, residing near the viUage of Venice, 
whom he represented to be suffering from injuries inflicted by instru- 
ments used in extracting a child, some six weeks previously. 

The circumstances of the case, as related by themselves, in the 
presence of Dr. Harovitz and myself, are as follows: 

She had secured the services of a self-styled ** French Burgeon*' for 
the occasion. She was the mother of three huge, healthy children; 
her labors had always been somewhat lingering, but terminated safely 
and without any manual assistance. A confrere of the Doctor's was 
in waiting at the house for his company home; and becoming impa- 
tient to leave, he promised him if it did noti ''coiQ^ soon^ he would 
bring it. No progress being made by the piuns, he shortly after tiied 
to deliver by die forceps ; failing in this he next resorted to a blunt 
hook, and not effecting anything with it, introduced a sharp hook, 
which he forced into die internal canthus of the eye, cut through the 
bridge of the nose, and got into the frontal sinuses ; and then, by 
powerful traction, brought it to the world. The child lived for thirty- 
six hours afterwards, ''minus one eye," a 'ni>roken nose,** and a hole in 
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the foxehead. Suflbring soon after from pein in tbe geiieftalia» attend- 
ed widi oonstant dribbling (Murine, giving rise to a diiegreeable odor 
and abrading the thigha, die sent her husband for the same Dr., who 
fiimiahed him with some ointment, to be rubbed over her abdomen. 

Her situation beoonung intolerable, and enlisting the sympathy of 
her neighbors, she was induced to seeic other assistance. 

I readily detected the nature of the disaster, and subsequently, with 
Dr. Haroyitz, made a careful exploration of the injuries. There was 
a deep gash in the internal face of the right labia. The urethra was 
opened from near the neck of the bladder to within half an inch of its 
orifice, producing an extensive vesico vagmal fistula, entailing upon 
the poor woman all its horrible consequencest 

We advised her to either [»t>eeed to some siirgieal asylum, or sub- 
mit to an operation under our hands, giving her a fiur representation 
of all die intrica^ and unoertaanty attending it This she reluctantly 
consented to do, and we prepared to perform that of Bozonan's button 
sutuie. But thro«|^ outside influenee, or the madunations of this 
snegieal mountebank, ahe daadestindy left^ and never i^prised us of 
her whereabouts. 



PAPER ON CHLOROFORM, 

BT 

ROBT. THOMPSON, M. D. 

The death of Mrs. liargm, whioh was oooasicmed by the use-^he 
alnise — of Chlorofonn, I see by the medieal and newspaper press, is 
exotthig consideiable attention in different parts of the United States. 

This is as it should be; but that improper impressions should be 
promulgated against the use <^ so valuable an agent as chloroform, 
by the mal^ministrataon of the artide, is unjust^ and ought not to be 
passed over in silence. 

To any one acquainted with the use of chloroform, it is unnecessary 
to say that to a patient whose susceptibility is unknown, but a few 
drops should be applied, on some thin &bric, held in a concave form 
near to the &oe, and repeated at short intervals (as often as evf^xxra* 
tion dissipates the fluid,) until it is apparent that no unpleasant symp- 
toms supervene, when much increased quantities may be used with 
perfect safety, always, however, being watchful that the pulse and res- 
piratory movements be not diminished too rapidly or too deeply. — 
And here I may say, that frequently as I have used chloroform in both 
surgical and medical practice, since its first introduction to the pro- 
fession in the United States, it has been my habit not to induce anes- 
thesia very rapidly^ unless while in the progress of an importsnt op- 
eration. The patient diould so &r recover from the first impressicQ 
as to require a speedy reapplication of the vapor to induce a proper 
degree of quietude. But this is not all that is to be observed to ren- 
der anesthetic practice safe at all times. From its sedative action or 
effect^ csaes may occur in which the inexperienced praotiticmer may 
become alarmed, and believe his patient to be dying. Now, as this 
state of things always depends upon the diminished aid&m of the 
heart, and consequent inadequate supply of blood to the brain, the 
course of practice is most clearly pointed out; and where death re- 
sults, I am free to say, it is for the want c^the immediate use of the 
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very simple and ready expedient of quickly laying the patient down 
with head, if possible, lower than the body, at the same time com- 
mencing a uniform rather pouncing operation upon the chest, which 
should be continued until the air cells of the lungs are freed from the 
vap<nr, so as to admit a supply of pure atmospheric air, which is all 
that is necessary to restore a sufficient degree of vitality to the brain 
to re-establish and sustain the action of the heart, with all other par- 
tially suspended vital movements. 

How was it with the last Boston case*? The patient was not only 
k^t in an erect position, but *' was even requested to rise to her feet, 
and sustained in that posture by the doctor until she sank to the 
floor," before ^ she was laid upon the lounge, and then," says the wit- 
ness, ^ there was a rush of blood to the brain." Now suppose just a 
thousand such cases to occur again, would any one be justified in re< 
questing and asnsting an ^ort of the patient ^' to stand up ?" And if 
so, would such a movement not add to whatever of danger was pres- 
ent 1 Should any one doubt what would be the result, let him notice 
the effect of raising a patient, near hunting from loss of blood, to his 
feet. If he does not fell to the floor, it will be a much greater won- 
der, than that the lady in question died under t^ treatment she re- 
ceived. But whence the necessity, even if there was no help present 
to assist in carrying the patient to the lounge. If the operator's chaur 
could not be thrown back so as to bring the body to a horizontal bear- 
ing, or even below this as regards the head and diest, the floor is al- 
ways a ready recipient of the feeble in time of desperate necessity, 
and upon which tbe patient may with little assistance, and without 
delay, be placed for all necessary treatment. 

'*A rush of blood to the brain," ^' sprinkled water," etc. That any 
one ever witnessed a rush of blood to the brain while the patient was 
under the deep influence of chloroform, together with the adjuvant 
debilitant of the erect posture, stands well recorded on the same page 
with the ^ sprinkling with water," to arouse from such a state of in- 
sensibility as would permit all the limbs to be severed, without the 
twitch of a muscle or the twinge of a nerve. If this recent death in 
Boston was the only case in which life had been lost by keeping the 
patient sitting up until nearly dead, it might be less important to no- 
tice the feet, but we well remember Mrs. Simmons, of Cincinnati, and 
others, who died sitting in the operator's chair. « 

Next it might not be amiss to notice the coroner's report ; ^llie 
jury fed compelled, upon the testimony and opinion of medical ex- 
pertfli to caution the public against the use of chloroform, as being a 
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dttqjerow MBtttAelio aetttf* ButlMitoonM totihis! Thstaooro- 
Dflr's jiirjr, opon dM mdenee of experiSj are to ow^on tite publie 
agaitiflt the uae of an artiole of anch imm^ue valve ; and tlus^ toov in 
a commvaaty where it htm never been fidrly tested^ ftom tlie &ct that 
ohlorio ether haa been abmost ezdosdYely naed in Boston. It waa the 
miauee of ehlorofbrm, or perhaps rather the mismaoagement of the 
case^ which should have been condemned as the cause of death in the 
case of Mrs. Morgan. As well might a jurj of inquest caution the 
public against the use of sharp rasEors, because an unskillfiil barber, 
accustomed to a dull <Mie, had cut the throat of his customer bj sha- 
ving with akeen^r edged instrument^ and in fright permitted d€«th to 
follow the accident for want of knowing how to staunch the hemor- 
rhage. Is a question of purely practical professional science, and a 
question of such acknowledged importance to the human race, to be 
passed upon by a non«p»^8sional, and consequently incompetent tri- 
bunall We trust not 

Nor should the decidon of any single case, however caieAilly in- 
vestigated, be made the cause of doiunciation of any valuable article 
of uAteria medica, and leas so, where the abu», as in this case, waa 
not the matter of inquest. 
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PAPER ON MORAL INSANITY, 

BY 

EDWARD MEAD, M. D., 

OF THE CINCINNATI RETREAT FOR THE INSANE. 

The subject which I propose to bring before the notice of the Soci- 
ety, has be^ almost universally regarded either as a non-entity, or an 
unsettled point in mental pathology. Jurists have made it a bone of 
contention, while theologians and pathologists have found it a source 
of serious embarrassment. Physiological theories have complicated 
it, and sectarian religious dogmas have in some quarters caused its 
exclusion from the category of human ills ; so that to judge of it 
dearly and understandingly, has required, on the part of the mental 
physiologist and pathologist, the widest range of study into the psy- 
cldcal nature of man. Although among experts upon the speciality, 
there is not an absolute oneness of opinion in relation to it, there is at 
least an almost uniform coincidence. Yet a large proportion of pro- 
fessional men have fiuled to see it in a clear light ; and a still larger 
proportion of the mass of non-professional persons regard the admis* 
sion of such a form of disease as moral insanity, as little better than a 
deliberate connivance to thwart the ends of justice. There are those 
also, occasionally, who essay to act as experts, ready, upon occasion, 
to fall in with the popular current, pronouncing, as has been done more 
than once in our courts of law, that ^'the opinion given by Dr. Mead, 
and sustained by Dr. Ray and other authorities upon the subject, is er- 
roneously founded ; that which they call moral insanity being nothing 
more than cultivated depravity^ If it were reasonable to take for 
granted that which before this body, should be based upon accurate 
clinical observation and logical ailment, I might be tempted to cul- 
minate the point at once, without citation or argument, expressing my 
abhorrence at such a revolting doctrine, believing as I do, that its 
practical application would consign to lasting infiuny, hundreds of the 
God stricken victims of multifarious accidents, from which neither 
wisdom, foresight, nor an irreproachable virtue can claim exemption* 
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But a dne deference for the opinions of tbe laige dissenting body of 
medical men alluded to, leads us to regard it for the time being as an 
open question, confident that an enlarged sphere of observation wherev- 
er suitable opportunity is afforded, will lead to its proper adjust- 
ment. 

Here and there, intense thought has been bestowed, by brilliant 
minds, upon the variety of aspects in which the perverted functions of 
the human mind have been presented to us. A universal recognition 
of the morbid phenomena has resulted, yet no universal system of 
Nosology has been adopted under which to classify them. On the 
contrary, compared with the few writers on the subject, there is a wide 
diversity in the details, and even a contrariety of nomenclature. 
Heinroth, Jacobi, and others among the Germans, have their distinc- 
tions. Esquirol, with his successor, Baillarger, Pinel, Foville, and 
others among the French, have theirs; Pritchard and Morrison among 
the British writers ; and Beck, with his contemporaries and successors 
in America, have theirs. The whole subject having but at a compar- 
atively recent period emerged from obscurity, we must among all 
these reasonably expect impracticable theories and whimsicalities to 
be entertained. But we may, nevertheless, be surprised to learn how 
much of solid sense and practicality there is ; how little damage can 
be done to the recorded opinions in this department of medical litera- 
ture, when subjected to the searching ordeal of criticism ; and how 
near an approximation there is to exactness in it as a branch of science. 

In this country a simple arrangement has been generally adopted, 
based upon the classification of Esquirol, with but little modification 
in detail. Thus we have four general forms. 

L — ^Mania. 

U. — ^MONOMAKIA. 
III. — DXMBNTIA. 

IV. — ^Idiotism, or Idiocy. 

To these is added Moral Insanity, We have also a generic place 
assigned to Melancholia. This arrangement is open to various ob- 
jections, but it is not my province at this time to point them out 

By the first term is understood acute, violent, or raving mania, in 
which there is also hallucination, illusion or delusion, one or all — that 
form which the popular mind embodies as its idea of Insanity. By 
the second, cases in which this form, so far as mental disturbance is 
concerned, is limited to one idea, or train of ideas, in the mind of the 
patient. By the third, absence of mental power, a degenerated con- 
dition of the intelleotual powers, partial or total — ^a condition of amen- 
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tia, arisiog as fhe sequel of an acute attack, either spontaneonsly, or 
it may be gradually from defective nutrition in the distribution of vi- 
tal aliment to tbe brain, or some other patholo^cal condition of the 
brain. By the fourth, the same condition occurring congenitally. 

The querist meets us at the outset with a formidable difficulty, in 
the form of a demand for a definition. '*What is insanity?" is a 
question much more easily asked than answered. It will be readily 
conceded that there should be one grand scientific term, sufficiently 
comprehensive to embrace all the diversified aberrations or departures 
from absolute soundness of mind, the latter aggregate condition of 
mental health being adopted as the standard of comparison. 

The term Insakitt is, perhaps, the best that could be selected for this 
purpose. Lunacy is too partial and inaccurate. Nbn compos mentis of 
the law books, or unsoundness of mind, is verbose, and is moreover 
beset with historical legal obscurities, derived by difficulties experi- 
enced by its adoption as a technicality in practice. Sanity expressing 
the condition of soundness, no term could be more appropriately de- 
vised, to designate unsoundness, than its converse. Insanity, with the 
understanding that it shall be made to comprise all degrees of depart- 
ure from the condition of mental health, and every variety of form 
under which it may be developed. 

A glance at medico-legal history will conclusively show how much 
difficulty has been experienced, and even palpable injustice done, by 
adopting questionable definitions. For a long period Insanity was 
made to consist in a ^^totaldeprivationof memory and understanding^'* 
In our day, it seems scarcely credible that a body of observing men, 
distinguished for logical acumen, should ever have adopted such an 
absurdity. Every single case of departure from mental soundness, 
except the demented and idiotic, would by this technical distinction 
be excluded from the class of irresponsible beings. With the excep- 
tion of these two divisions of Insanity, there never was a case known 
in which there occurred a total deprivation of memory and understand- 
ing. It is a common fact that the faculty of memory not only retains 
the usual power, but acquires, by abnormal excitement, an astonishing 
intensity, which remains persistently for years, or co-etaneously with 
the endurance of the physical powers* A striking example of this 
occurred in my own experience. A lady, near fifty years of age, was 
brought to my Retreat, in a state of Hysterical Mania, characterized 
by high excitement. She had formerly resided in Cincinnati, but for 
several years had lived in the State of Illinois, so situated as to favor 
the gradual obliteration of ummportant &cts frova the memory. A 
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hereditary predlq>osition soon developed active mental di8ea9ei con- 
tinuing almost unremittingly down to the time of her admission. The 
power of memory had become intensified to a remarkable degree. 
She could relate, with astonishing volubility, and with extreme mi- 
nuteness of detail, events of both public and private history which 
had occurred many years before. Some of these I incidentally be- 
came acquainted with, during the years of my pupilage, and were of 
such an unimportant character as to have made but little impression 
upon my mind at the time, and consequently had long passed from 
my memory, until thus unexpectedly revived, as if but a day had inter- 
vened. A periscopic retrospect seemed to be spread before the pa- 
tient, enabling her to review all that she had ever seen or heard. Nu- 
merous instances of a similar character might be cited in illustration. 

So, also, with regard to the power of understanding. By this term 
some philosophers designate a plurality of faculties, comprising the 
power of perception, conception, association, comparison, and so on; 
in short, reasoning, or an aggregate of faculties synonymous with in- 
tellect I need not allude to the philological distinctions respecting 
these terms. Whether we regard the term understanding as a syno- 
nym of intellect, or as indicating a lesser degree of development of 
the same series of faculties, there still could be no ca^e found which 
would come within the legal definition — ^total deprivation. On the 
contrary, we find in all cases of monomania, partial mania, and of 
general mania during lucid intervals, a power in this respect equal to 
the standard of health, and in many of them an acuteness which 
would rival the activity of the quickest intellects among sane persons. 
The daily experience of Asylums abound with examples of this kind. 
It is said of Lord Seaforth, that while undergoing treatment for men- 
tal aberration, in a Scotch Asylum, he was once visited by an officer 
in the army, who had recently been promoted. *'My lord," inquired 
the officer, "how did you happen to get here?" " Very much as pro- 
motion is obtained in the army, sir; less by my own merits than the 
interests of my friends," was the witty reply. A similar anecdote is 
related of the celebrated Robert Hall. "What brought you here? " 
asked a friend. " What will never bring you, sir, — too much brain, 
too much brain," retorted the divine. 

Another practical difficulty which has been thrown in the way of a 
proper appreciation of the diversified phases of mental disease, is the 
adoption, by the courts of law, of a technical test of soundness of 
mind, or its equivalent, criminal responsibility, in the words "a knowl- 
edge of right and wrong." This is tantamount to a denial of t^he e^^- 
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istence of the disease in question. Notwithstanding the inoorrectness 
of suoh a test in a scientific point of view has been repeatedly pointed 
out by mental pathologists, and the injustice of the infliction of pun- 
ishment for alleged criminal acts, where it has been reduced to prac- 
tice, admitted by the ablest jurists, we still find it entertained by 
Judges of Probate and of Criminal Courts. The testimony of prac- 
titioners in this speciality, derived from observation, may here be 
again adduced. Many insane persons have a knowledge of right and 
wrong. They have learned also that that test is sometimes applied, 
but that the better sense of the enlightened medical philanthropist re- 
volts at it; and, consequently, it is a common expression among them, 
when they have perpetrated or are contemplating acts of petty mis- 
chief in an Asylum, "they can't punish us; we are crazy." There are 
instances of imperfectly organized beings, such as that of Nancy Var- 
rer, where there exists but imperfet ideas of the abstract nature of 
right and wrong, and of the moral relations which they individually 
sustain to society, and who, as far as their actions are concerned, are sub- 
ject to uncontrollable impulses, which antagonize at times whatever of 
intellectual appreciation they may have of right and wrong. Others 
are capable of reasoning upon it, and, as far as can be ascertained, 
have as distinct an appreciation of it, in all its bearings, as is enjoyed 
by persons of sound mind. 

It is to be confessed, however humiliating the necessity, that the 
prevalence of illiberal and unscientific opinions among juries, is in 
some measure attributable to the neglect of psychological study among 
physicians; and in some instances to the &ct that the direction of 
popular prejudice is first sought to be ascertained before an opinion 
is expressed, if not formed. Such a criterion must necessarily lead 
to the conviction of alleged criminals, in all cases where a community 
has been aggrieved by the commission of a revolting deed, and where 
the popular feeling has been influenced to a high pitch of excitement. 
An enlightened medical opinion would do much to correct these errors, 
and would secure for the testimony of physicians that degree of re- 
spect which its importance demands. The rights of community, 
moreover; a consideration of the bearings of moral accountability; 
the reciprocal duties of physicians and people, in the various relations 
of society; an enlightened philanthropy — ^nay, the voice of humanity 
itself requires of us to take a more enlarged view of a subject of such 
serious import 

Having adverted to these practical difficulties, we may again revert 
to the question of definition. During a discussion of this subject, at 
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a meeting of the Cincinnati Medical Society, some months ago, the 
very singular proposition was suggested, that each controversialist 
should set up for himself a standard, defining what he meant by insan- 
ity. The utter impracticability of this is seen at a glance, in the in- 
terminable discussion which would follow. It is necessary that the 
question should be met by the adoption, if possible, of a common 
standard. But here we find a still further difficulty, viz: in basing a 
definition of insanity upon an aggregate set of symptoms; thus, in- 
creased pulse, redness of the eyes, heat of the head, restlessness, 
sleeplessness, incoherent exclamations, violent gesticulation, with other 
physical and mental symptoms. To place in juxtaposition the vari- 
ous aggregations which have been grouped to answer a definition would 
be an unnecessary waste of time. The group of symptoms enume- 
rated being present, there is no dispute as to the existence of insanity; 
yet it is apparent that it is as impracticable to attempt to define insan- 
ity by an arbitrary and invariable set of symptoms, as it is illogical 
to say that general disease consists of a combination of symptoms, 
which are fixed and invariable. Thus, for example, a rapid pulse, heat 
of surface, coated tongue, pain in the head, and other symptoms, char- 
acterize simple fever. But we cannot say that under all circumstan- 
ces the presence of these symptoms is necessary to constitute disease. 
A man may be sick, and yet have none of them. He may have pain 
in the chest, difficulty of breathing, cough, discharge of mucous from 
the lungs, and he is considered a sick man. Both of these combina- 
tions of symptoms constitute disease under different forms. Exactly 
so is it with disorders of the mind. Wild and extravagant conduct, 
incoherent ideas, erroneous impressions with r^ard to visible objects 
around, constitute insanity under a particular form. But insanity may 
exist without the development of any of these symptoms. 

Again, when we take into consideration the fact that we are differ- 
ently constituted, it will require no argument to prove that a partic- 
ular line of conduct, which indicates a departure from the natural and 
rational character of one person, should not be regarded as the stand- 
ard by which to judge another, differently constituted. That which is 
consirtent and proper in one, may constitute eccentricity, and even 
insanity, in another. Let us illustrate this. Suppose we have before 
us two individuals; the one an elderly, grave cleigyman, always 
known to have been sedate and dignified, scarcely ever known to 
laugh in his life, in human progress a conservative of the old school, 
rigid in ethics, uncompromising in everything: the other a gay, frolic- 
some young man, buoyant as ether, thoughtless, careless, — ^a radical 
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suddenly undergoing a total obange of charaoter, laughing, i^rtang, 
playing antic tricks^ extravagant and showy and dress, unbecoming 
in his manners, displaying jocularity irrespective of time and place, 
every one would spontaneously and anxiously inquire, *^what is the 
naatter with the Bev. Mr. 1 He must be crazy." And fur- 
ther investigation does, indeed, develop disease of the brain. But 
we cannot thereupon say that vivacity, cheerfulness, a fondness for 
comedy, sportive actions, constitute insanity ; for these manifestations 
and this conduct comport with the natural character of the young man, 
while enjoying health and freedom from cankering care. In like 
manner, if the young man were suddenly to become grave, sober, digni- 
fied, always speaking in a solemn and impressive manner, never in- 
dulging in gayety and amusement, the same question would be asked, 
and the same conclusion drawn. ''What is the matter with our 
friend 1 Something is wrong. I fear he is going crazy." Neither 
lively nor sedate conduct and conversation, therefore, constitute insan- 
sanity ; but a change in all the essential characteristics which consti- 
tute a man's individuality, whether they accord with or distinguish 
Um from others, and such a change as no ordinary events can suffi- 
ciently explain, compatible with the hypothesis of a reasoning mind. 

Adopting Insanitt as the grand term, we may define it to consist 
of that pathological condition of mind in which a man difiers from 
his own known healthy character. In the healthy condition, he has 
his specific personal identity. In disease, he difiers from himsel£ 
Such an explanation is at once relieved from the uncertainty of a fixed 
definition, based upon groups of symptoms and impracticable medico- 
legal tests* 

Much of the embarrassment experienced in relation to this subject 
may be traced to the m^aphysical distinctions of thedc^ans and 
others, in regard to the constitution of the human mind. As a reason- 
ing being, he is described as possessing two orders of faculties, the in- 
tellectual and the moraL The consideration of the (me is conceded 
to the m/ental philosopher ; the other is regarded as belonging to the 
special province of the moralist. Hence the bias given by the schoola 
is carried out in practical life, in considering the departures of the 
mind from the healthy standard. The range of discussion is thereby 
restricted, and the results must, consequentiy, be erroneous. It would 
be more philosophical to consider man in his totality, as a sentient and 
reasoning being, surveying his entire psychical nature, as contradis- 
tinguished from the Jiower orders of creation* 
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Fdr ihe pinpose now in view, it matters not what system of mental 
philosophy we incline towards. We may regard the brain as a unit, 
or adopt, with Wigan, the doctrine of duality ; or accept the doctrine 
of the prenolo^sts, dividing the organ into fifty or more portions, and 
assigning to each one a particular faculty as its place of residence. 
For the sake of the argument, we may assume that somewhat ancient 
division, in regard to the exercise of its functions, into three principal 
parts, the anterior, the middle and upper, and the posterior ; assigning 
to each a series of faculties. The first we may call intellectual, the 
second moral, and the third animal. It is as logical to suppose that 
one portion of the brain may be aflfected by disease, to the exclusion 
of llie others, as that morbid action may be circumscribed within 
particular boundaries in any other portion of the body. And further, 
without reference to locality, inasmuch as it is conceded by every 
school of mental philosophers, that there is a plurality of faculties ; 
and inasmuch as we know that a particular faculty included in the di- 
vision intellectual, may be affected, to the exclusion of others, as in all 
cases of monomania, we may, by parity of reasoning, come to the 
conclusion that a &culty strictly called moral may be diseased, to the 
exclusion of others of the group, as well as to the exclusion of the in- 
tellectual. 

This brings me to the definition of Moral Insanity, which, from 
what has been sidd, you will anticipate to be a disordered or diseased 
condition of the moral feelings or affections, without necessarily in- 
volving any disorder of the intellectual Acuities. This may justly be 
considered the most important of the mental diseases, inasmuch as it 
is destitute of those outward manifestations which distinguish the out- 
break of other varieties, and which seem to be necessary to satisfy 
the scruples of the unscientific observer. In consequence of thus be- 
ing unappreciated, it fidls to arouse that feeling of sympathy and com- 
miseration for its unfortunate victim, which are manifested by the hu- 
mane towards those attacked with other varieties. It is often the oc- 
casion of intense suffering to the patient himself) of distressing anxi- 
ety to his friends and relatives, and of danger to the reputation, prop- 
erty, or life of those who inadvertently become the victims of his ex- 
travagant and unreasonable conduct. 

It is but a short time, comparatively, since this variety of mental 
disease has been recognized, and awarded a distinct place in the noso- 
logical arrangement. Tet anterior to its being thus classified, we find 
in the books descriptions of a form of disease corresponding to, and 
which may properly be considered identical ^th it. By those unac- 
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quainted with Hie nature of the sulject^ it is looked upon as an aaom- 
aly that a person can be of unsound mind who retains the power of 
reasoning upon the ordinary topics which excite converaationy and es- 
pecially the capacity to transact business. Where a motiye can be 
conjectured, it is, as already intimated, attributed to an attempt to 
shield the criminal from the just penalty of violated law ; and where 
the nature of the case forbids such an interpretation, it is set down to 
a mawkish exhibition of morbid philanthropy. 

In order to understand the true nature of cases of this description, 
it is indispensable that we should take that comprehensiye view of 
mental physiology and pathology already alluded to, and that we 
should investigate each particular case with the most rigid scrutiny, 
comparing the acts of the individual with his known character, ascer- 
taining from himself and others all physical symptoms which may 
have been observed, however trivial they may have been regarded by 
them, and however, apparently to them, disconnected with the mental 
pathology. The &ct of hereditary predisposition must be looked 
into as one of the starting points. And here I may remark that the 
extent to which M. Baiilarger has pushed this inquiry by no means 
transcends the legitimate range. Failing to detect the existence of 
well definq^ insanity in the direct line, we must follow the collateral 
lines among the ancestors of both parents. Nothing is more commcm 
than to receive a negative answer to the question put to relatives in 
relation to this point They do not consider the predisposition to be 
hereditary, but only accidental, unless there has been an actual out- 
break of the disease in the generation immediately preceding, losing 
sight of the fact that its germ may lie latent throughout the various 
branches of the &mily for an entire generation, to be developed again 
in full force in the next Neither is it essential that the disease shall 
have existed in full form. If we can trace constitutional proneness 
to other diseases of the brain, spinal column, or nervous system, in- 
flammatory or spasmodic, as Phrenitis, Meningitis, Cerebro-spinal Ir- 
ritation, Apoplexy, Epilepsy, Chorea, Hysteria, and the partially de- 
veloped morbific germs of those preceding generations, naay ripen 
into full activity in the succeeding one, developing undoubted insan- 
ity. This applies as well to the collateral as to the direct lines. In 
that near approach to an unbalanced mental condition, eccentricity, 
we may also perceive the elements of predisposition. Tracing the 
inquiry to this extent, we shall find a much larger proportion of cases 
in which hereditary predisposition exists, than is apparent from the 
first answer given to the interrogatory by friends. We shall thereby 
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cable, and thtls be the better enabled td appreciate the true character 
of a given case. 

I beg leave here to dte at random from the treatise of Dr. PHtch* 
ard, a case in illustration of thid disease. 

*' 6. H., a farmer, several of whose relatives had been the subjects 
of mental derangement, was a man of sober and domei^tic habits, and 
frugal and steady in his conduct, until about his fottj-fifth year, when 
his disposition appeared to have become suddenly changed, in a man- 
ner which excited the surprise of his friends and occasioned grief and 
vexation in his family. He became wild, excitable, thoughtless, fvll 
of schemes and absurd projects. He would set out and make long 
journeys into distant parts of the country to purchase cattle and farm- 
ing stock, of which he had no means of disposing ; he bought a num- 
ber of carriages, hired an expensive house ready furnished, which had 
been inhabited by a person much above his rank, and was unsuitable 
to his condition. The following incident was related as an instance of 
his capricious conduct Re had expressed a desire to survey an es- 
tate belonging to a gentleman in the neighborhood, with a view of be- 
coming his tenant, and had been told that he should be conducted over 
the ground whenever he chose to call upon the steward. The time 
which he selected for this purpose was the middle of a dark night 
The sWsward was awakened, and listened with surprise and suspicion 
to thenroposal. He remonstrated for some time, but finding G. H. 
deterimned on his purpose, and pleading a positive promise from the 
landlord of the estate, he at length acquiesced, and accompanied the 
farmer with a lantern over the fields. 6. H. made remarks on the 
trees, denoted the quality of the soil, the thickness of the hedges, and 
the usual signs which distinguish good irom sterile land. He had 
gone over the estate, and took his leave just as the morning light be- 
gan to dawn. 6. H. was irrascible and impetuous, quarreled with his 
neighbors, and committed an assault upon the clei^yman of the par- 
ish, for which he was indicted, and bound to take his trial. At length 
his wife became convinced that he was mad, and made application for 
his confinement in a lunatic asylum, which Was subsequently effected. 
The medical practitioners who examined him were convinced of his 
insanity by comparing his late wild habits and unaccountable conduct 
with the former tenor of his life, taking into consideration the tenden- 
cy to disease which was known to prevail in his family. The change 
in his character alone had produced a full conviction of his madness 
in his friends and relatives. When questioned as to the motives which 
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had indttoed him to some of his late proceediDgs, he gave dear and 
distinct replies, and assigned, with great ingenuity, some plausible rea- 
son for almost every part of his conduct. After a period of time 
passed in quiet seclusion, his mind became gradually tranquilized ; 
the morbid excitement of his temper and feelings disappeared, he was 
set at liberty, and has since conducted himself with propriety," 

OmomaniOy or an irresistible propensity to indulge in the excessive 
use of intoxicating liquors, is a variety of disease comiug under this 
head. Such attacks are often periodical, in males as well as females, 
the intervals wide apart, and the accession of the paroxysm sudden ; 
taking place under circumstances which forbid the supposition of its 
being a voluntary act. The following case will illustrate this form of 
malady. J. J. B., Esq., a distinguished member of the legal profes- 
sion, a gentleman of superior mental abilities, of liberal education, 
high-toned character, and estimable social qualities, was subject to 
paroxyms of this kind for a series of years, at intervals of six months. 
The onset was sudden, and the exacerbation well marked, continuing 
persistently for about three weeks, perfectly regardless of moral in- 
fluences calculated under ordinary circumstances to check the inordi- 
nate gratification of the morbid propensity. Whether at home, sur- 
rounded by domestic attractions, at the office, employed in the delib- 
erate preparation of papers, or in the midst of a trial in court, the 
terrific morbid impulse would come upon him, supercede everything 
else, run its course unchecked, until the physical powers woulf sink 
under the tremendous pressure, leaving the patient in a stateJof ex- 
treme mental and physical sufferiug. After a course of medical 
treatment his health and usual strength would return, and he would 
enjoy an interval of several months repose. For a series of years, 
the patient, after each paroxysm, would suffer remorse and anxiety, 
and indulge in self-condemnation. The paroxysms, however, became 
more frequent ; and at length a ray of light having by some means 
shone upon his mind, giving him a better understanding, he sought a 
remedy. I was consulted both by himself and friends in regard to 
the proper measures to be adopted for relief. But before these could 
be applied, another attack came on, the powers of nature sunk under 
its violence, and thus a brilliant and estimable man was lost to his 
profession and to society. 

Gases of this kind are generally greatly misunderstood. The se- 
vere moralist, anxious to reform all evils, displaying more zeal than 
knowledge, regards him as one of the least excusable of transgressors, 
and would visit him with condign punishment. But the morbid ap- 
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petite for stimulating drinks, in these cases, is the effect^ not the cause 
of brain disease. 

The propensity to theft is excited in the same way, by sudden im- 
pulse without motive. A case is somewhere recorded of a lady of 
respectable connections, abundantly supplied with this world's goods, 
who was in the constant habit of stealing articles merely from the 
morbid desire of possession. The articles were generally of the most 
unlikely character for a person of her habits and position, and some- 
times of no pecuniary value. She stored them away, making no use 
of them whatever. After each act, she felt regret and remorse, ap- 
preciating the moral and legal effect of her conduct, and resolving to 
abstain from a repetition of it thereafter. But the power of resolu- 
tion was driven away by the diseased propensity, like chaff before the 
wind, so that the moment a favorable opportunity presented, she com- 
mitted the same acts again. Similar cases have come under my own 
observation. This propensity is frequently observed among the in- 
sane. 

Thus we might trace the entire range of moral afiections, discov- 
ering in their unhealthy action, a multiform variety of mental disease. 

All writers admit the existence of Moral Insanity as a distinct form 
of disease, if not in express terms, at least by their recital of unusual 
cases, while some of the most distinguished assign it a distinct place 
in th^ nosological arrangement ; and every practitioner of reading and 
experience in this specialty corroborates their opinion. We have as 
evidence, then, the weight of authority, supported by clinical obser- 
vation. 

The argument employed by the objectors to this doctrine is founded 
upon a mere assumption. It is said that all cases designated by this 
name have had, or will have, associated with the acknowledged symp- 
toms, aberrations of the intellect, at some time or other during their 
progress. We answer, we have proved the existence of the symp- 
toms which justify our diagnosis: if we are incorrect, and other symp- 
toms exist which we have overlooked, the onus probandi rests upon 
you. Until these are proved to exist, our case is made out. Those 
who raise this objection place a very unjust estimate upon the capa- 
bilities for clinical observation, and the logical acumen of such men 
as Pritchard, Equirol, Heinroth, Ray, Bell, and their co-laborers in 
the department of psychological science. The minds of these distin- 
guished men have been directed to this intricate subject, and they 
have failed to detect the presence of lesion of the understanding in 
the class of cases mentioned. If it exists it can exist only in a latent 
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cooditioii, and thk being a mere Iqrpothesisi 91 inci^ble of poroo^ i^d 
is therefore for all practical purposes null. It is equally presumptu- 
ous to say tMt because, during a former attack, or a^ a period in the 
patient's Ustory long antecedent to the time of the examin^Ltion, le- 
sion of the understanding had existed, the disease is identical in char- 
acter with the previous attack, or with its characteristics during the 
early period of the present attack; for in such an assumption the 
important fact of tnetasttuis is lo9t sight oC The assemblage of pa- 
thological phenomena in mental disgnosls is liable to undergo changes 
of form, just as a translation of morbid lotion takes place from one 
part to another in general disease. Sometimes the symptoms of 
moral insanity are the first developed, ajpid tenninate in recovery, or 
in a change of form to mania or monomania, or in death; or they re- 
main persistently through life, however long it may be protracted. 
They cannot be regarded as the mere precursors of other recognized 
forms, or the last mentioned fact would never take place. Among 
these changes of form, it is not an unfrequent occurrence to find an 
attack of mania subsiding, leaving the patient afflicted with symptoms 
of moral insanity. He ];nanilests a skillful capacity for business, is 
free from hallttcinations, but he is taciturn, or morose, or displays an 
implacable hostUity towards those who have been ^ogaged in pre- 
scribing for, controlling, md providing £>r him the necessary care and 
treatment, during his more violent attack. Without provocation, such 
patients, with most inaUgnant vindictiveness, compass the physical or 
moral destruction of the objects of their insane hatred. Such persons 
do not come within the description of Locke, ^'joining together some 
ideas very wrongly, mistake them for truths, and err, as men do who 
argue right from wror^ principles." Tli^y seem to act often without 
motive, impulsively. They have no data; they can reason, but if 
asked for a reason, they ingeniously evade, or asdgn a plausible, though 
it may be ftlse one; or decline a justification of themselves altogether. 
Of sudden impulses, many cases of homicidal mania are examples. 
In these there is simply a desire to destroy. Ttie act is not the result 
of reasomng from false premises, for there is no hallucination: it is 
spontaneous, no feeling of revenge being entertained for either a real 
or an imaginary grievance. A pase in point was related to me by 
Hn officer in the Britii^ Army, whidi I do not remember to have seen 
recorded. The commisaiimer^ empowered by Parliament to examine 
Institutions lor the. Insane, visited, among others, the private estab- 
lishment of Pr. Willia. Tbej there found a gentleman whom, after 
critioal em^in^tioni th(^ j pronounoed to b^ ^f fou^4 ^M f^ ^- 
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pressed the opinion that he should be discharged* Dr. W. protested 
against the decision, stating that the patient was affected with hom- 
icidal mania. No external evidence could be afforded at the time, 
because nothing was easier than the concealment of the propensity 
at that particular crisis. But in deference to the better judgment 
and known worth of that distinguished physician, the conmiittee post- 
poned the execution of their decision until the next visit: they then 
examined the case again, and came to the same conQl^sion• Dr. W. 
still dissented from thera, but was overruled. Upon a peremptory 
order the patient was discharged, and straightway sought the means 
of gratifying his diseased propensity. In half an hour he shot a man 
whom he had never seen before, without the slightest provocatiofi; and 
then rejoiced that he had accomplished his desire, expressing a wil- 
lingness to go back to the Asylum whenever they chose to aeiid him. 
Here the testimony of the only person competent to judge of the 
true characteristics of the case was disregarded, and the i-eault was 
the sacrifice of the life of an inofieusive man* 

Oflen the commission of the act is the first circumstance which di- 
rects investigation into the character of the case. No motive can be 
found, or but an inadequate one, yet morbid phenomena will be found 
to have existed, it may be for a long time previously, although not 
involving the intellect. It is not uncommon for the homicidal maniac 
to assign a motive, at one time, and at another, when asked why he 
committed the deed, to answer that he doesn't know. The question 
of motive is susceptible of much farther elaboration. 

The disordered moral affections of children, supervening ui)on at- 
tacks of brain disease or malignant fevers, may be cited in illustra- 
tion of this subject. 

Not to detain you farther, I will remark again, that taking the le- 
gitimate range of psychological inquiry, we must view man In his 
totality, as a reasoning and morally responsible being. Morbific 
causes attacking him within the same range, develop erroneous ideas, 
incoherent discourse and unreasonable conduct, which, as stated by Sir 
A. Morrison, are equivalent to errors in thought, in word and in deed. 
There ia no known means by which to decide, during the inception of 
disease, what aspect the case will assume in reference to these three 
pathological series. They become developed in an infinite variety of 
forms, from the simplest to the most complex, corresponding to the 
multitudinous combinations of faculties, intellectual and moral; and 
in every conceivable degree of exaltation or depression. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 



Tlie Fiiiaaoe Committee beg leave to report that they find byreport 
of the Treeeorer a balanoe in the treasuiy of - - - $12 40 
Asioimtyet in the hands of the finmer Treaeareri Dr. Gram, 12 81 
Initiation fi»et already reottved, 54 00 

Total, $79 21 

Hie committee recommend that an assessment of one dollar be made 
upon the members, and that the proceedings, when published, be sent 
only to those who pay this assessment. 

The committee further find that the books of the society show a 
laige number of unsettled accounts. Some of these are of firom three 
to eight years standing. We recommend that the Treasurer be di- 
rected to correspond with these gentlemen, requesting a settlement of 
their dues, and report at the next meeting of the society the names of 
all that may then be delinquent, and if yet alive and resident within 
the State, that their names be stricken from the list of members of 
the society. E. P. FYFFE, 

W. J. SCOTT, 
J. M. SMITH. 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 

OK THB 

REGULATION OF THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE, 

BY 

R. THOMPSON, M. D., Chairmak. 

The committee appointed to present a plan for the regulation of the 
practice of medicine in Ohio, beg leave to report, that, considering 
the elevated standard of qualification requisite for the practitioner of 
medicine in this enlightened age of the world, when mental as well 
as material progress is the order of the daj, it is difficult to fix 
upon a standard which will at once meet the approval of the wise and 
the good, while the means of acquiring literary and medical instruc- 
tion are so widely diverse, and so differently estimated by the homo- 
geneous elements of our western population. Hence it is that fiiilure 
rather than success is to be anticipated, and the most that your com- 
mittee can promise, is to present such a glance at the subject as their 
very limited time would allow, while the important fact is manifest 
that much time and great deliberation could alone present a report 
equal in point of importance to the necessities of the case. 

To the study of anatomy every enlightened mind will look as a 
basis upon which to found a substantial medical education, and to this 
it would naturally be presumed, all men wishing to promote and sus- 
tain an order of highly educated and sound practitioners of the heal- 
ing art, would give a most hearty assent. 

But strange as it may appear, instead of this approval being made 
manifest by the sanction of public opinion, we are pained to record the 
humiliating &ct, that while almost every other human interest is sus- 
tained and promoted by legislation, this, which to the minds of your 
committee stands pre-eminent, is not only discouraged by legal en- 
actment, but on the other hand denounced by that power whose busi- 
ness it is to protect and promote the highest interests of our existence. 
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BeUeying, howeyer, that tliA State will yet do justioe to iUelf in thifl 
napeot^ your committee feel emboldened to hope that the day is not 
&jt distant when a due regard for the living, will sanction the use of 
the crimiBal or the unknown pauper dead to their benefit The idea 
of regulating the practice of medidne might at first glance appear to 
embrace a scheme for reducing medical education to a positive stand- 
ard or course of inbttuclion, the result of which would be to theoret- 
ically expect a similarity of practice, which, so long as the minds of 
men differ, can never be realized. Nor can we ever expect to arrive 
at such a state of equality in society, as to warrant the belief that the 
imimdent pretender in medicine will not find encouragement in the 
practice of his impostures upon some laying claims to intelligence 
and respectability. 

What, then, is to be done? Shall we ask the legislature to throw 
its arms around us, to shield us against the invited tricks of the char- 
latan, when they only affect our weak minded neighbor. The legisla- 
ture cinmot control the strange proclivities of such as prefer darkness 
rather than light, while on the other hand were we to ask this honora- 
ble body to restrain quackery by law, not only this class, but their 
friends and supporters, would, as heretofore, raise the cry of persecu- 
tion, and charge upon us the desire to establish in ourselves a privi- 
leged order, the result of which would be to excite on behalf of this 
class, a sympathy which would react in their favor. 

Such a scheme, therefore, your committee deem it improper to sug- 
gest as a basis of le^slation. To the end that the irregular practice 
of medicine, or, in other words, quackery, be diminished in our State, 
your committee are fully impressed with the belief that this object 
can be most easily attained by elevating our modes of instruction, 
both as regards private pupilage and college. By improving our 
modes of tuition we can elevate the regular profession of medicine so 
fkr above the ordinary pretenders, as to enable our friends and neigh- 
bors to observe and acknowledge the difference, and for assistance in 
the carrying out of such a purpose, your committee do not entertain 
a doubt that the legislature will render all necessary aid. 

Tour committee would therefore respectfully suggest, that this as- 
sociation pray the legislature, during the present session, to enact a 
law authorizing the State Medical Society to appoint a Board or Fac- 
ulty of Medicine and Surgery, at its annual meetings, for the purpose 
of examining, either jointly with, or apart from the faculties of the 
several medical colleges of the State, all candidates for graduation ; 
aot&orizix^ such Faculty of Medicine, together with the Faculties of 
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(Meges iifepMidd, or ategly, m may be deemed bett» to oidain mioh 
roles as tiiey migkt fldnk proper ibr ike govenune&t of examinations. 
And secondly, that said Faculty be authorized and empowered to sum- 
mon before them for examination all aspirants for posts of honor and 
profit in our public institutions^ under such rules and r^ulations as 
might be prescribed by the legpidature, awarding such post to the most 
meritorious, whidi he should fill during a spedfied tenn, unless dis- 
placed for malfeasance in office. Third, that local, county or district 
societies be formed pursuant to law, by which every practitioner of 
medicine in such district should berecc^;niz6d as a member, and con- 
strained to perform the functions and discharge the duties of mem- 
bers under the stress of legally imposed forfeitures, penalties, etc. 

Fourth, that it shall be a legal enforced duty incumbent upon stu- 
dents of medidne within the bounds of such local societies, to submit 
to semi-annual examinations upon such branch or branches as they may 
seyerally have studied during the last past half year, the result of 
which examination to be registered in a book kept for that purpose, 
and a certificate setting forth the same placed in the hands of the stu- 
dent. Fifth, that no student of medicine be permitted to enter the 
portals of a medical college unless in possession of a set of semi-anual 
certificates, embracing a thorough and complete course of reading, 
which course shall have been designated by the State Society ; provi- 
ded, nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall prevent any stu- 
dent of medicine and surgery firom appearing before the said board of 
the State Society and College Board as aforesaid, for a final examina- 
tion for graduation, which graduation, if merited, shall be considered 
of equal value and credit with that obtained by the process first above 
prescribed. Sixth, inasmuch as professional merit, while modest, may 
be confident, let it be demanded of persons claiming to be physicians 
or surgeons, on coming into this State to locate professionally, that 
they submit to such examination as that prescribed for graduating stu- 
dents. Seventh, In all competitions for place or office, in any or ei- 
ther of our State or incorporated institutions, the applicants or com- 
petitors for such post or office, shall each be required to read a disser* 
tation, and deliver a discourse on the plan of the con coura^ under such 
rules and regulations as the Faculty of Medicine shall dictate, upon 
the merits of which the professional fitness of such candidates is to be 
determined. Eighth, that in the filling of all vacancies in professional 
chairs in all State or incorporated schools or colleges, and in making 
transfers, the rules laid down in section be observed. 

By eflbcting such ends and purposes as are herein hinted at, together 
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with such details m may be foomd ooludttcnt with the general scheme 
proposed, we will do rnueh towards harmonizing the relaticHiship which 
naturally exists between private pupilage and collegiate instruction, by 
making them properly co-operative and concurrent parts, a system 
which cannot be too closely united; and from the union of which 
would result the best means of regulating the education as well as the 
practice of medicine, for the reason, also, in addition to the foregoing, 
that the ambition of all, students, private preceptor, college professor, 
and even the legislative power of the State, would be stimulated, and 
through an honest emulation between the educational departments of 
medicine, every member possessed of the least professional pride 
would be excited to effort. 

Your committee, for the carrying out of the views here presented, 

and knowing that this subject will command the grave consideration 

of this body, decline to report a memorial to the legislature at this 

. present moment; but would beg leave to recommend the adoption 

of the following resolution : 

Resolved^ That a committee of members be appointed to draft a 
memorial to the legislature now in session, asking the passage of a 
law embracing such part or parts of the foregoing report, together 
with such other matter as this society may deem proper, and that each 
member use all honorable means to effect legislation upon this most 
interesting subject 



CONSTITUTION. 



ARTICLE L 

Sec. 1. This association shall be called the " Ottio State Medical 
SoGiETT, and shall be composed of resident and honorary members. 

ARTICLE IL 

Sec. 1. The Society shall ciHistantly have in view : 

First — ^The association of the profession, for the purposes pf mutual 
recognition and fellowship ; 

Second — ^The maintenance of union, harmony and good government 
among its members, thereby promoting the character, interests, honor 
and usefulness of the profession. 

Third — ^The cultivation and advancement of medical science and 
literature, and the elevation of the standard of professional education. 

ARTICLE m. 

Sec. 1. The resident members shall be regular practitioners of 
medicine and surgery, in the State of Ohio, who shall be elected by 
vote of a majority at any regular meeting, their eligibility having been 
previously reported upon by the committee on admissions. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Sec. 1. Honorary members shall only be admitted by a vote of 
two- thirds of the members present, at a regular meeting, having been 
first recommended by the committee on admissions. The whole num- 
ber of honorary members shall not exceed one hundred. 

. ARTICLE V. 

Sxc. 1. A vote of two-thirds of the members present shall be 
requisite for the expulsion of a member, which vote shall be had in 
consequence of a report from the Committer on Ethics, and at the 
next regular meeting subsequent to such report 
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ABnCLE VL 

Sec. 1. The officers of this Society shall be a President, four Vice 
Presidents, two Secretaries, a Treasurer and Librarian, all of whom 
shall be elected annually, by ballot, and a majority vote, at the regular 
meeting. They shall seYerdly perform the iutiee assigned in the by- 
laws, as shall also the standing conmiittees. 

ARTICLE VEL 

Sbc. 1. The following standing committees shall be annually ap- 
pointed by the President, and shall eaeh consist of five members : 
1st, an Executive Committee ; 2d, a Committee on Finance; 3d, on 
Publication ; 4th, on Medical Ethics; 5th, on Medical Societies. A 
Standing Committee on Admissions, of like number shall be elected 
by ballot, and a majority vote, at the same meeting, annually. 

ARTIOE^ VDL 

Ssc. 1. No part of this constitution shall be repealed, annulled, 
altered or amended, except at a regular meeting, subsequent to one 
at which a proposition to that effect may have been made in writing, 
and then only by a vote of four-fifths of all the members present. 



BY-LAWS. 



•^u^f^f, 



ARTICLE I. 

MSSTmOS. 

Sec. 1. At all meetings the presence of fifteen resident members 
shall be necessary to constitute a quorum. 

ARTICLE IL 

OFFICERS. 

Sbc. 1. The President shall be elected annually, at the regular 
meeting in June, by nomination, ballot and majority vote. He shall 
preside, enforce a due observance of the Constitution and By-Laws, 
see that all members of committees and officers perform their respec- 
tive duties, appoint all committees not otherwise provided for, give 
the caatiDg vote only, sign Diplomas and all other official documents 
requiring his signature, and perform such other duties as appertain to 
hb office by usage and custom. 

&B0. 2. The Vice Freeidents shall assist ike President m the per- 
formance of his duties. In his absence shall preside in order of Seni- 
ority — ^rank being determined by the number of votes cast for each at 
his election«-F-if the number of votes shall be equal, age shall confer 
precedence. 

Sbc. 3. The SeereUfriee shall keep the minutes of the proceedings 
of all meetmgs, notify officers, etc., of their appointments, and the du- 
ties required of them ; sign Diplomas, and certify to all official acts 
requiring the same ; receive the signatures and initiation fee. of newly 
elected members, and do such other business as shaU be required, or 
as the Society may, from time to time, direct in their department. 

Sbo 4. The Treasurer shall receive all moneys due to the Society, 
andlpay all bills endorsed by the Finance Committee and counter- 
fligned by the President, keeping c(»rrect accounts <tf the same, and 
making a fiill and detailed report at the annual meeting in Jime. 

8bo. 6. TTieXtirai'MmdifdlhaYechaige of aU bodes, i^ 
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instnimeiitB, preparations, and other scientific property belonging to 
the Society; dliall keep a catalogue of the same, in the usual manner, 
and report upon the condition of his department to the annual meet- 
ing in June. 

ARTICLE m. 

STANDING OOMMITTEBS. 

Sbc. 1. Standing Commitiees shall keep regular minutes of their 
proceedings, and furnish an authenticated copy to be deposited with 
the Librarian. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Admissions^ upon 
receiving the names of candidates for membership, to make due in- 
quiry, and report such as may be found worthy to the Society, which 
may thereupon elect them. Should the Committee fail to report upon 
nominations submitted to them, any member having made such nom- 
ination may renew the same directly to the Society, in which case a 
vote of four-fifths of the members present shall be requisite to consti- 
tute an election. 

Sbc. 3. The Committee on Ethiea shall hear all complaints of 
breach of etiquette, or violation of Medical Ethics; it shall decide all 
questions of Ethics submitted to it. If any member shall be chained, 
in writing, with any violation of the provisions of the Constitution or 
By-Laws, or with unprofessional conduct, a copy of such charge shall 
be furnished to him, himself and his accuser cited to appear, when 
the Committee shall proceed to hear the case, reserving its decision to 
be reported to the Society, when its action may be affirmed by a vote 
of a majority of the members present. 

Seo. 4. The Committee on Finance shall superintend the monetary 
affairs of the Society, inspect and audit all bills and the accounts of 
the Treasury, and make such an assessment, by a pro rata tax upon 
the residen^membe^ as may be necessary fo/incLtal expends; 
which, however, shall not exceed the sum of $100 per annum. 

Sec. 5. I%e Committee on Publication shall superintend the print- 
ing of such papers as may be ordered to be published, so that they 
may be issued upon uniform paper, &c., under the title of " Transac- 
tions." 

Sbc. 6. The JExecutive Committee shall digest and prepare the bu- 
siness of each meeting, provide suitable rooms for the purposes of the 
Society, recommend plans for the promotion of its objects, and in all 
things protect and superintend the general interests of the Society. 
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Sbo. 1. The OommitUe on Medical Socieiiea ahall consider and 
report on the oi^anization of such Medical Associations as desire to 
become auxiliary to the State Medical Society, and generally take 
charge of this department; making, at each annual meeting, as com- 
plete report as may be practicable* 

ARTICLE IV. 

Sbc. 1. Any resident member vacating his membership, shall 
thereby be divested of any right or title to any portion of the funds, 
or other property of the Society. 

Sbo. 2. Every member, on admission, shall pay the sum of |3.00 
as an initiation fee, and sign the Constitution and By-Laws; nor shall 
he be entitled to the rights of membership until the same is done. 

Sec. 3. All vacancies in office shall be filled cul interim by the 
President. 

Sec. 4. These By-Laws may be suspended by a three-fourths vote 
at any regular meeting, and they may be repealed or amended by a 
similar vote, notice of the same having been given in writing at a pre- 
vious meeting. 

Sec. 5. Eules of order, and all questions arising upon the same, 
shall be determined by parliamentary usage. 



AMENDipiNT TO BY-LAWS. 

JResohed^ That the Secretary be instructed to notify each member 
where his name occurs on any of the Committees, who have work to 
perform for the next meeting, within two weeks after adjournment. 



AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE m, CONSTITUTION. 

Besolvedy That the officers of the several County or District Soci- 
eties, auxiliary to the State Medical Society, be requested each year 
to report to the Secretary of said Society tibe names of all their mem- 
bers, to serve as a basis for the medical statistics of the State, and 
tJiat the several Colleges of the State furnish the Secretary with a list 
of their graduates, annually, and that no physician not in good stand- 
ing in his own County or District Society shall hereafter be admitted 
as a member of the State Medical Society. 



AN ACT 

To Ineoiponite the Stite Medical Society of Ohio. 

Sxo. IST. Be it enacUd by the General Aenmhly of the State of 
OhiOj That B. Thomposon, F. Carter, 6* W. H. Landoii, A. H. Ba- 
ker, B. D. Munej, J. P. Judkins, J. F. Hibbard, Samuel St. John, 
6. H. Boestler, B. Hills, D. A. Ck>z, W, W. lUckey, and their asso- 
oiates, be and they are hereby made a body ooi^rate and politic, by 
the name of the Ohio State Medical Society. 

Sso. 2d. Said Assodation, so incorporated, shall have power to 
form and adopt a Constitution and By-Laws; Provided, nothing there- 
in contained shall be contrary to law; and to alter and amend the 
same at pleasure. 

Sso. dn. Said corporation shall have power to organize auxiliary 
societies in any part of this State; shall be competent, through its 
proper officers, to sue and be sued; shall have and use a common 
seal, and alter the same at pleasure; shall have power to acquire and 
hold such scientific and other property as may be necessary ; and to 
do such other matters and things as are usual in like cases, and prop- 
er for its perpetuation and the furtherance of its objects. 

JOSEPH S. HAWKiNS, 

Sptah&t qf the Mnue qf JSeprumtatwa. 

CHABLES B. GODDABD, 

SpeiUter qf the Senate, 

February 22d, 1848. 
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APLAN 

TFOR THE FORMATION OF AUXILLA.RY S0CIEHE8. 



Associations desirous of becoming auxiliary, must fiinnsh to the 
Committee on Medical Societies a copy of their constitution and by- 
laws, and a list of the names of their members. 

The Committee will report thereon, a majority yote of the Society, 
admitting as members the Presid^t and Secretary, $x ojfieiOj together 
with one delegate for every ten members the auxiliary soeiely may 
consist of. 

Delegates will present to the State Medical Society, such pi^)ers, 
etc., etc., as the Association they represent may select, copieB of which 
they will deposit with the Committee on Publication. 

In questions of a general nature affecting the professicm of the State, 
should the yeas and nays be demanded, the delegates, on producing 
the individual authority of each, may vote by proxy for absent mem- 
bers of the State Medical Society, who are also members of the same 
Association with the delegate. 

Auxiliary Societies will, so far as possible, contribute to the further- 
ance of the objects of the State Medical Society, by selecting from 
their own archives such original papers, essays, reportB^ and especial 
statistics, as they may deem of sufficient value, on every subject con- 
nected with medical science. 
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AUXmARY SOCIETIES, 

WITH DATE OF ADMISSION. 

1849 — ^Hainiltx>n County Medical Society, - Auxiliary No. 1 

1849— Warren Co. Medical Society, of Lebanon, - " "2 

1849— Clark Co. Medical Society, ... « "3 

1849 — ^Lancaster Medical Institute, - - - (< "4 

1849— Preble Co- Medical Society, - - « "5 

1850— Meigs Co. Medical Association, . . << ''6 

1850— Wayne Co. Medical Association, - - 4t 4c .7 

1850— Richland Co. Med. and Surg. Society, - '' <' 8 

1850 — ^Medical Association of Adams, Brown &CIennont" " 9 

I860— Stark Co. Medical Society, - - - " "10 

1850— Erie Co. Medical Society, - ... »* " n 

1851— Miami Co. Medico Chirurg. Society, - '< " 12 

1851— Tuscarawas Co. Medical Society, . . » « 13 

1851— Belmont Co. Medical Society, - - ti « 14 

1851 — ^Montgomery Co. Medical Society, . - « " 15 

1852— Shelby Co. Medical Society, - - u 4( ^6 

1852— Butler Co. Medical Society, ... *« « 17 

1853— Champaign Co. Medical Society, - . " <' 18 

1854 — Clermont Co. Medical Association, - - « « 19 

1854 — Seneca Co. Medical Society, - - ** u 20 

1854r— Drake Society, of Columbus, . , - . " "21 

1854 — Delaware Co. Medical Society, - - (t « 22 
1855 — ^Athens, Morgan and Washington Medical 

Association, *' "23 

1856— Pickaway Co. Medical Society, . . " « 24 

1856— Green Co. Medical Society, ... " "25 

1857— Toledo Medical Association, ... « "26 

B[01SrORA.RY MEMBERS. 

Prof. H. H. Childs, Pittsfield, Mass. 

Prof. Chab. a. Lkk, 

Prof. Wm. Sullt, New Haven, Conn. 

Prof. J. Khioht, New Haven, Conn. 

C. B. GuTHBiB, M. D., New York City. 

M. J. Bailet, M. D., New York City. 

Prof. WiLLARD Pabksr, .... Ncw York. 

J. H. Browxr, M. D., Lawrencebui^, la. 

M. M. Harding, M. D., - - - - Indiana. 

Geo. Sutton, M. D., - - - - - Indiana. 

J. C. Blaokbubn, M. D., - • - • Covington, Ky. 

L I. Hatss, M. D., Philadelphia, Pa. 



MEMBERS. 



H. A. Ackley, Cleveland. 
Peter Allen, Kinsman, 
C. P. Allen, Elyria. 
A. H. Agard, Sandusky. 
Wm. Albers, Lancaster. 
C. £. Ames, Cleveland. 
E. Angel, Akron. 
S. G. Armor, Dayton. 
G. P. Ashmun, Hudson. 
N. Atwood, Russelville. 
W. M. Awl, Columbus. 
Howard Aldin. 
H. Austin, Plymouth. 

!John J. Aarons, Cincinnati. 
Jonathan Aclin, Fultonham. 
Aaron Austin, Sandusky. 
A. Ball, Zanesville. 
A. H. Baker, Cincinnati. 
T. H. Baker, Wooster. 
C. H. Beach, Wellington. 
Pierre Beugrand, Fremont. _ 
Alvin Belding, Ravenna. 
Wm. Bell, Xenia. 
J A. J. Bennett, Bolivar. 
J. M. Bigelow, Lancaster. 
A. D, Bigelow, Cleveland. 
J. P. Bing, Lronton. 
f A. N. Boalse, Lockboum. 
G. W. Boerstler, Lancaster. 
Stephen Bonner, Cincinnati. 
C. E. Boyle, Columbus. 
W. R. Bricker, Shelby. 
J. M. Briggs, Caledonia. 
D. H. BrinkerhofT, Mansfield. 
C. Brodbeck, Dayton. 
Jas. Bronson, Newton Falls. 
Frank Brooks, Hope. 
f E. F. Brown, Logan. ^ 
J. M. Brown, Cincinnati. 
OM. Brown, Ciroleville. 
E. JF. Bryan, Granville. 



f Philip J. Buckner, Cincinnnati. 

Wm. Buckner, Hamilton. 

J. N. Burr, Mt. Vernon. 

f John Butterfield, Columbus. 

J. H. Brooke, Boumville. 

T. M. Brown, Millford. 

J. W. Brooks, College Hill. 

Smith Branson, Chester Hill. 

Thos. Brennan, Dayton. 

E. G. Buckwell, West Zanesville. 

A. E. Bell, Zanesville. 

H. Blackman, Warsaw. 

E. M. Buckingham, Springfield. 

B. S. Brown, Bellefontaine. 

R. N. Barr, Columbus. 

Joseph Bullen, Grove City. 

G. M. Boyd, Xenia. 

Francis Carter, Columbus. 

P. M. Crume, Eaton. 

S. R. Chandler, Duncan's Falls. 

D. D. Cameron, Cleveland. 

G. W. Card, Paynesville. 

Abel Carey, Salem. 

H. G. Carey, Dayton. 

Elijah Carney, Berkshire. 

J. Lang Cassels, Cleveland. 

R. P. Catley, Poseyville, Ind. 

f E. K. Chamberlain, Cincinnati. 

W. B. Chapman Cincinnati. 

W. T. Clarke, Central College. 

Joshua Clements, Dayton. 

T. G. Cleveland, Cleveland. 

M. B. Cochran, Delaware. 

Joseph Cole, Akron. 

L. Collins, Ravenna. 

E. T. Collins, South Charleston. 

OC. G. Comegys, Cincinnati. 

H. S. Conklin, Sidney. 

OJ. J. Conlan, Cleveland. 

f P. S. Conner, Cincinnati. 

J. N. Converse, Union City, Ind. 
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F. Cook, Atwater. 

. A. Coons, Dayton. 
J. D. Cotton, liuuietta. 
J. P. Coulter, Wooster. 

D. A. Cox, New Paris. 
Jacob Crabbs, Olivesbarg. 
J. B. Craighead, Dayton. 

1 J. M. Crooli, Dayton. 
Oliver Crook, Dayton. 
A. L. Cass, Com>cton. 

C. B. Chapman, Gaoinnati. 

Wm. Qendening, "^ 

Thos. Ganoll, <* 

Abner L. Cass, Coshocton. 

Robert Chambers, ChandkrviUd. 

Edward Cass, Dresden. 

Howard Culbertson, ZaneevUle. 

Chas. Cochran, Sandusky. 

John Campbell, Uniontown. 

H. L. Cheney, Groyeport 

T. Case, Columbus. 

Joseph Caldwell, Huron. 

H. K. Cushing, Cleveland. 

OP. M. Crume, ex Treaa, Eaton. 

S. B. Davis, Lookboum. 

M. Danna, Risden* 

E. H. Davis. 
John Delamater, Cleveland. 
W. H. Davis, Bellepoint 
G. Volngr Dorsey, Piqua. 
C. £. Denig, Columbus* 
0. E. Davis, Lancaster. 
R. M. Denig, Columbus. 
A. L. Dilie, Mayfield. 
Wm. Dolman, Columbus. 
W. W. Dawson, Cincinnati. 
John Davis, Dayton. 
John Dawson, Columbus. 
J. B. Dawson, Bellbrook. 
J. J. Delamater, Cleveland. 

John Davis, QncinnatL 
A. S. Dandridge, '' 
H. J. Dunahoo, Sandusky. 

1 Wm. Dorington, CincinnatL 
Alex. Dunlap, Ripley. 
J. S. Dodge, Cincinnati. 
L. K. Dille, WaynesviUe. 
W. C. Daniels, Toledo. 
W. F. Dean, MUan. 
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G. E. Ms, lithopolis. 
O. F. Edwards, Loudonville. 
tT. O. Edwards, Gncinnati. 
W. Estep, Lloydsville. 
OM. Effinger, Lancaster. 
C. G. Eaton, Clyde. 
Wm. Fisher, Lancaster, 
f D. A. Fisher, Reynoldsburg. 
B. P. Ferguson, Ejrkinsville. 
H. C. Foster, Enon. 
OSylvanus Fisher, WaynesviUe. 
S. W. Firor, Tarlton. 
L. W. Foulk, Chillicothe. 
E. P. Fyffe, Urbana. 
H. Fassett, Johnstown. 
Elias Fisher, Lebanon. 
J Alex. Fisher, Akron. 
£. Field, Frankfort 
Leander Firestone, Wooster. 
S. W. Fuller, West Liberty. 
H. E. Foote, Cincinnati. 
Cyrus Falconer, Hamilton. 
Nathaniel Foster, Cincinnati. 
S. H. Farrington, Ashtabula. 
S. T. Finch, Greenspring. 
Norman Gay, Columbus. 
f B. F. Gard, " 

{Berkley Gillett, Springfield. 

E. Gaston, Morristown. 

T. W. Gordon, Georgetown. 

LP. Goble, Worthington. 
i Garst, Dayton. 
Chas. Grant, Cincinnati. 
OTheodatus Garlick, Cleveland. 
J. D. Gailey, Marion. 
P. A. Gordon, Cleveland. 
L. D. Griswold, Elyria. 
J. N. Green, Bainbridge. 
J. N. Gard, Greenville. 
J. K. Gilbert, Tippecanoe. 
S. C. C. GiUe, Westville. 
J. W. Goddard, " 
D. K. Green, Jamestown. 
J. W. Green, Fairfield. 

F. A. J. Gerwe, Cincinnati. 
OS. C. Gholson, « 

R. W. Gabriel, Dublin. 
G. A. Gotwold, Cincinnati, 
f M. Green, Cambridge. 



/ 



/ 



22ft 



S> 



R. S. Oilchrist, Logan, 

J. F. Gabriel, Aliens. 

Richard Qundry, Dayton. 

Z. F. Guerrin, Hope. 

L. Galpin, Milan. 

X J. F. Hibbard 

K. Hills, Columbus. 

J. Helmick, Harrisburg. 

L. Helmick, " 

W. Hendren, Delaware, 

B. L. Howard, Columbua. 

. P. Hunt, Morrow, 
t W. H. Hudson. 
R. Hombeck, New Carlisle. 
F. T. Hurxthal, Massillon, 
Isaac Huestess, Chester Hill. 
L. G. Harley, Dalton. 
Robt. Houston, South Charleston, 
Robt. Ramilton, Morristown, 
N. W. Hubbard, Newark. 
H. C. Howard, Columbus. 
James P. Henderson, Newville. 
J. W. Hamilton, Columbus. 
6. S. B. Hempstead, Portsm'th. 
E. W. Howard, Akron. 
R. C. Hopkins, Newburg. 
M. L. Hewett, Cleveland. 
Wm. Huber, Hamilton. 
Jacob Hammond. 
L. Haldeman, Minerva. 
C. C. Hildreth, Zanesville. 
L. A. Hamilton, Chardon. 
G. W. Helmich, Harrisburg, 
J. Hendershott, Springfield. 
C. N. Hoagland, Hyattsville. 
J. G. F. Holston, Zanesville. 
James Hopple, Cincinnati. 
G. W. House, Harrisburg. 
M. L. Houston, So. Charleston. 
Job Haines, Dayton. 
Salmon Hudson, Whittlesey. 
J. H. Hyde, Deerfield. 
B. F. Hart, Harmar. 
Alfred Hancock, Stillwell. 
L. A. Hendricks, Milford. 
Vincent Hayncs, Cambridge. 
Isaac Hoover, BamesviUe. 
T. J. Haynes, Darby Creek, 
D. W. Henderson, Marysville. 



W. H. Harper, Lima. 

J. C. Hubbard, Ashtabula 

Julius Harman, Warren. 

James Hitokoook, Port Clinton. 

John Ingram, Savannah. 

Jesse P. Judkins, Cindnnati. 

Wm. Johnsen, Delaware. 

Wm. Judkins, Cincinnati. 

T. W. Jones, South Bloomfield. 

Thos. B. Johnston, Xenia. , 

W. W. Jones, Toledo. 

S. N. James, East Liberty. 

A. .Tones, Wilmii^ton. 

Rufus H. Johnson, Cincinnati. 

David Judkins, ^' 

J. P. Kirtland, Cleveland. 

W. H. Kable. 

C. S. Kaufmaa, Cincimiati. 

Isaac Kay, Springfield. 

M. C. Keever, RidgeviUe. 

Edwin Kelley, Elyria. 

Adam Koogler, Dayton. 

John A. Knowlton, Franklin. 

f M. Z. Kreider, Lancaster. 

Henry Kuhn, Tiffin. 

W. P. Kincaid, NevUle. 

G. M. Kellogg, Cincinnati. 

J. C. Kennedy, Batavia. 

A. T. Keyt, Walnut Hills. 

J. G. Kvle, Xenia. 

W. H. Lamme, Centerville. 

G. W. H. Landon, WesterviUe. 

D. Lewis, New Haven. 

C. P. Landon, Westerville* 

O. P. Langworthy, Reynoldab'g. 

C. N. Lyman, WadswortL 

E. S. Lane, Sandusky. 

f H. Lathrop, Columbus. 

L. M. LawBon, Cincinnati. 

B. B. Leonard, West Liberty. 

D. S. Lyman, Goshen. 

B. S. Lawson, Cincinnati. 

Elijah Lynch, Greenville. 

D. A. Lathrop, Cincinnati. 

Wm. C. LenJiart, Windsor. 

G. W. Maris, Columbus. 

J. Morrison, Columbus. 

J. J. Mcllhenny, Fairfield. 

G. F. Mitchell, Mansfield. 
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R. D. Moflsey, CincimiatL 

W. B. McGuire, Waynesville. 

{ & 6. McLane, Lockbourn. 

F. D. McNeal, Canal Dover, 

K L. Miner, Lithopolis. 

A. C. McLaughlin, Tremont 

T. P. McCallough, Indianapolis. 

W. C. Moore, Congress. 

A. R. McDonald, Kingston. 

Saml« Millikin, Hamilton. 

N. B. Marsh, Cincinnati. 

H. O. Mack, Shelby. 

Abram Metz, Massilon. 

J, A. McFarland, Tiffin. 

f Jonas Moore, Marietta. 

A. Merriman, Madison. 

John Mack, Shelby. 

Greo. S. Metzger, Columbus. 

f Joshua Martin, Xenia. 

Samuel Martin, Xenia. 

J. G. Matchett, Castine. 

W. B. McAvoy, Franklin. 

W. McHenry, Lima. 

Thos. McNally, Chillicothe. 

Adam Mosgrove, Urbana. 

James M. Mosgrove, Urbana. 

Wm. Mount, Cummingsville. 
• J. C. Magginni, FayetteviUe. 
' C S. Muscrofb, Qncinnati. 

N. T. Marshall, Gncinnati. 

H. B. Malone, Cincinnati. 

R. R. Mcllvain, Cincinnati. 

R. R. McMeens, Sandusky. 

W. L. McMillen, Columbus. 

Greo. Mendenhall, Cincinnati. 

P. E. Munger. 

W. H. Mussey, Cincinnati. 

H. B. Musgrove, Cincinnati. 

C. McDermpnt, Dayton. 

Wash. Moorehead, Zanesville. 

T. J. Mullen, New Richmond. 

Z. C. McElroy, Zanesville. 

Joseph McCann, Irville. 

T. McMahan, Oakfield. 

J. E. Morris, Bellbrook. 

James McCartney, East Rush Cr'k. 

T. W. McArthur, Wilmington. 

John A. Murphy, Cincinnati. 

J. a McBeth, Gallon. 



A. W. Munson, Kenton. 

A. F. Matson, Logansville. 

S. A. McGrowAn, Columbus Grove. 
H. D. Mann^ Sandusky. 
Edward Meade, Cincinnati. 
, J. C. Norton, Marion. 
; ; J. S. Newberry, Cleveland. 
W. S. Newton, Harmar. 
W. A. Nicholson, Cleveland. 
B. Neff, Piqua. 
T. C. Owen, Mechanicsburg. 
John Q. Oliver, Cummingsville. 
T. H. Olds, Circleville. , 
J. B. Potter, Canal Winchester. 
Joseph Price, Randolph. 
J. G. Purole, Brooklyn. 
Gerhard Paoli, Springfield. 
W. L. Peck, Circleville. 
J. G. Poage, Enon. 
J. F. Potter, Cincinnati. 
R. J. Patterson, Columbus. 
C C. Parker, Dayton. 
J H. S. Parmeter, Huron. 
W. H. Park, Tiffin. 
E. L. Plympton, Madison. 
J. C. Preston, Brunswick. 
P. Pence. 

J. J. Quinn, Cincinnati. 
S. F. Rukenbrod. 
X W. W. Rickey, Cleveland. 
W. H. Ramsey. 
W. H. Reeves, Deavertown. 
J. S. Resinger, Galion. 
L. Rigdon, Hamilton, 
t L. C. Kives, Cincinnati. 
J Landoq Rives, Cincinnati. 
Chas. Robertson, McConnelsville. 
Jas. Robertson, Perrysbui^. 
Geo. W. Roby, Bainbridge. 
Robt Rodgers, Springfield. 
T. S. Rodman; Cleveland. 
J. G. Rodgers, New Richmond. 
J. W. Russell, Mt. Vernon. 

B. F. Richardson, Cincinnati. 
Wolcott Richards, Cincinnati. 
R. L. Rea, Oxford. 

L. M. Reese, Reading. 
Daniel Rusk, Rosseau. 
T. A. Reamy, HopewelL 
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Rumiday, Micholsville. 

J. D. Robinson, Wooster. 
J, N. Robinson, Lockbourn. 
Greo. J. Sachse, Lancaster. 
G. W. Sampson, McCutchensville. 

Moses C. Sanders, Norwalk. 

W. W. Sanger, Cincinnati. 
J. A. Sayles, West Cleveland. 
W. L. Schenck, Franklin. 
Daniel Schroeder, Ganges. 
W. H. Scoby, Rossville. 
O. G. Selden, Shanesville. 
Henry H. Seys, Springfield. 
K. J. Shackelford, Midway. 
W. T. Sharp, East Liberty. 
B. Sheldon, West Cleveland, 
f John T. Shotwell, Cincinnati. 
D. H. Silver, Milford Centre. 
Wm. Sisler, Manchester. 
J. S. Skinner, Columbus. 
J A. M. Slocumb, Cincinnati. 
A. C. Smith, Medina, C. H. 
C. Smith, Donnelsville. 
t Edward Smith. 
James Smith, Clear Port. 
John A. Smith, Piqua. 
L. J. Smith, Hamilton. 
S. Hanbury Smith, Cincinnati. 
S. M Smith, Columbus. 
Vespasian Smith, New Carlisle. 
Wm. Smith, Van Wert. 
S. B. Snod^ass, Dalton. 
Samuel St. John, Cleveland. 
W. Silvey. 
Benj. Stanton, Salem. 
H. K. Steele, Cincinnati. 
E. Sterling, Cleveland. 
Theo. Sterling, West Cleveland. 
E. B. Stevens, Cincinnati. 
Solomon Stewart, Mansfield. 
J. N. Stockstill, New Carlisle. 
R. Story, Cleveland. 
Nathaniel Strong, Centerville. 
Wm. J. Strong, West Middleburg. 
t L. D. Sheets, Dayton. 
Henry Spillman, Medina. 
R. H. Sedwick, Zanesville. 
W. D. Scarf, Bellefontaine. 
Wm. J. Scott, ShadeviUe. 



C. C. Spencer, CmcinnatL 
W. A. Sheppard, Samantha. 
E. Sinnett, Granville. 
J. M. Snodgrass, Ostrander. 
A. G. Stevens, Westerville. 
E, C. Sharp, Williamsburg. 
Thos. Stilwell, Fremont. 
C. H. Swain, Toledo. 
Wm. J. Sullivan, W. Middleb'rg 
f Benj. Tappan, Steubenville. 
J. S. Taylor, Carrolton. 
J. B. Thompson, Columbus. 
Mathew Thompson, Mt. Vernon. 
Robt. Thompson, Columbus. 
J. C. Thompson, S. Bioomfield. 
H. L. Thrall, Columbus, 
f Daniel Tilden, Jr., Sandusky. 
R. H. Tipton, Darbyville. 
N. S. Townsend, Elyria. 
John Treon, Miamisburg. 
Wm. Trevitt, Columbus. 
J. Watson Tullis, Troy. 
W. T. Taliafero, Cincinnati. 
A. F. Teal, Carrol. 
John H. Tate, Cincinnati. 
C. F. Thomas, Pomeroy. 
R. W. Thrift, Kalida. 
John P. Tingle, Cambridge. 
Wm. W. Taggart, Smithville. 
B. F. Thrall, Cambridge. 
Daniel Tilden, Sandusky. 
S. D. Turney, Circleville. 
T. M.. Taggart, Dalton. 
Proctor Thayer, Cleveland. 
W. Underwood, New Baltimore. 
J. T. Updegrafi;!Mt. Pleasant 
f James Van Pearse, Columbus. 
D. B. Van Tuyle, South Bend. 
H. Van Tuyle, Dayton, 
ohn L. Vattier, Cincinnati. 
E. Vanatta, New Lexington, 
John A. Warder, Cincinnati. 
Joseph Weaver, Jdianiisburg. 
John White. 

Samuel Willey, Columbus. 
A. S. Williams, Rome. 
David Wilson, Licking Co. 
J. F. Wilson, New Holland. 
John N. Wilson, Newark. 
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